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PKEFACE. 


“ Down' South ” is the fifth and last volutno but one of 
the “Great Western Series.” The action of tlie story is 
confined entirely to Florida; and this fact may seem to belie 
the title of the Series. But tlie young yachtman still main¬ 
tains his hold upon the scenes of his earlier life in Michigan, 
jind his letters come regularly from that State. If he were 
old enough to vote, he conhl do so only in Michigan; and 
therefore lie has not lost his right to claim a residence there 
during his lemponiry sojourn in the South. Besides, half 
his ship's company arc Western boys, who carry with them 
from “The Great Western” fiimily of States whatever influ¬ 
ence tliey possess in their wanderings through other sec¬ 
tions of the gi’and Americrin Union. 

The same characters w'ho have figured in other volumes 
of the Series are again presented, though others are intro¬ 
duced. The hero is as straightforward, resolute, and .self- 
reliant as ever. His yacht adventnres consist of various 
excursions on the St. Johns River, from its moutti to a point 
above the head of ordinary navigation, with a run across to 
Indian River, on the sea-coast, a trip up the Ocklawaha, 

to the Lake Country of Florida, and shorter nins up the 

«!> ■■■ 

smaller streams. The yachtmen and his passengers try thaif 
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PREFACE. 


hand at Bhcwtlng alligators as well as more valuable game 
in the ** sportsman^s paradise ” of the Souths and find e:xcel- 
lent fishing in both fresh and salt water* 

Apart from tJie adventures incident to the cniise of the 
yacht in so interesting a region as Florida, tlie volume, like 
its predecessors in the Series* has its own stoiy* relating to 
the life-history of the hero. But his career mingles with 
the events peculiar to the region in which he journeys* and 
many of his associates are men of the “sunny Soiitli.” In 
any climOt he ia the same young man of high aims and 
noble puiposes. The remaining volume will follow him in 
his cruise on the Gulf of Mexico, and up the Mississippi* 

Dobguestjss, August 2$, ISSOl 
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DOWN SOUTH; 

OR, 

YACHT ADVENTURES IN FLORIDA. 

♦ 

CHAPTER I. 

MAKTNQ A FLORIDA PORT* 

" rpiIAT'S it, as true as you live, Captain Alick ! ” 

X exclaimed Bob Washburn, the mate of the 
Sylvania, as he dropped the spy-glass from his 
right eye* " Your dead-reckoning was correct every 
time*” 

"I have no doubt you arc right, Washburn,” 
I replied, referring to an open volume that lay on 
the shelf under the forward windows of the pilots 
house* "'A square tower, painted white, sixty- 
eight feet above the sea/” I continued, reading 
from the Coast Pilot. "But there is another 
tower, more than twice that height* Ah, lie re is 
(I note in pencil I made : * The government has 

13 
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Doyrs south; or, 


* 


built a new tower, one hundred and sixty feet 

hi"h.’ ” 

O 

" That must he St, Augustine I^ight: there can 
be no possible doubt of it. It tits the description; 
and that is exactly where we ought to find it,” 
added the mate. 

The Sylvania had been on a ten weeks’ cruise 
to Nassau, Havana, and the Bermuda Islands. 

I* 

In Havana we had been startled by the report of 
a few Cases of yellow fever, and we had hastily 
departed for the Bennudas, where we had cruised 
by sea and journeyed by land for a month. The 
steam-j'acht was now on her return to Florida. 
The w'cathcr had been thi(*k and niiny, and for the 
last two days I had failed to obtain an observ'a- 
tion. But we had heaved the log every two hours, 
though there was rarely a variation of half a knot 
from our regular speed. We had made careful 
calculations and allowances for the cuiTent of the 
Gulf Stream, and the result was that we came out 
right when we made the Florida coast. 

We had two sets of instruments on hoard; and 
AVashhurn and m3'sclf had each made an indepen¬ 
dent observation, when the sky was clear enough 
to pennit us to do so, and had oiihcred out tho 
latitude and longitude. had also figured up 
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tlio s(']»:iriili‘ly, ;i.s iiuirli f(ir pnic- 

lict' ;)s Jij nvai(! i)ii?>takes. W e ha^l vaiitnl a litt)o 
the an^l it jH-nved tliat I waji 

tho jioariT light, tho pohilioii of St, Augustine 
Light provtaL 

'l'lu‘ st(^:ini-varlit Was tinder eliaiter for :i A'enr to 

^ *• 

inv cemsin, Owtai (lainin^hunK a voun<»' Krudish- 
man, wlio was s[lending tlie winter in ttic South, 
Tlie alter eatiin was oceu}neiI liy four oilier ]>er- 
sons, who were liis guests,—^Ookniel Shepard, 
Ills wife, son, and daughter* !Miss Ivilth, the 
dangliter, was Owcai's ^'l>right parlicadar star,'" 
and slie was one of the most heautifid votnig ladles 
I ever saw, I may add lliat slic was as ijentle arnl 
ainiatde as siie was pretl v. All the Shepard fnn- 
ily wore vevy pleasant people, Invaiiahly kind to 
the ship's eoinjKuyv ? and thongdi the Colonel was 
a very wealthy man, none of them ever put on 
airs” in tludr relations with the crew. 

d'hough I did not li^’hle myself on the favl that 
some of iny ship's eoni}>any had ^'hlue Idood ” in 
their veins, t eertalnly hellcve<l that no vessel was 
ever manned h\- a more iiitidliirent, irentlenianly, 
and skilful <uew, IJoherf i\ \\di>hhurH* the mate, 
wa> a t^oliepre student, u ho would r<^turn to his 
studies tit the end of the vo\agc. He was one 



j'mTii ; 0[{, 


IG 

(it the I Imd over met, *intl ronu 

nvtciit to vf^snniniul nnv vc^^vl. on nnv \nx-uir<\ 

far at least us it^ nav iL’^aiirni arni nianaifriiient 
wvvt; v<nu ( i in-d, W'c 'verv devoted fi leiicU ; 
he rrt’ri\(al \us uaiTO^ :uid did lii'i dufv as ihonjjti 

»■ ,• -M- £t 

):v and I had lunl hu olhor rtdations tliati thoM? of 
(a|it:iin and male* 

Mo ''OS Briiklandt tfic olilcf engineer, ^^al> tho 
i^OTi of rny guardian ; mol ihciuirh fa* was still in 
his toons, ho was votnjJotont to l>uitd ati onirinot 
to run it after it was Imilt. Iknllov F. Ikiurnan, 
flu* assi^tanf oniriiiorr, was a full-ifro^ui man, ami 

C .7 

had a eerfifioatv, In’shlos iMnri^ ono of llie 1 h*sI soa- 
mon 1 ever sailed uith* Onr wlu> was 

otir only waller until we sai!c<l from ifacksonvillo 
in I)wvnil>er, had hooii oliiof steward of a lar^re 
\V(>tor3i 'steamer, and ftilly imdor^lood ;dl hnirKhos 
of his husljur'>>, He was 0(1 tlio jnvsent vovriLfc ftjF 
the l>oiu:tit of hi?v htndtil* Ihiek Idn^ k-y arjd Hop 
Tos'^lonl* the deek-haiids, weix' youn^^ Knyli>h“ 
irn^n, IndontdlJ^ to the ** fti>>t faniilio.'>/' ajid were 
frliauK of rny ooni'^iii Onen ; hut Intj more daritj;^, 
resfdtito, and skilful youn^ seamen never triKl a 
doi k* d lie two fhernen wc-ro voting HintIntiisis I 
had shippod at MtaiinMl when (l^ey were out of 
work, d'hov were lirulhers^ and the scnis of a 
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Vormont funnor, Wrislru^ion (lojtlior* nti rxt rt- 

K'fit C(H»k, a ;_n :i)-liainn] tH()urc?il auin, uliti 

Ij.kI n^nili'rrtl llic. Ih^^i of S4 i ui c on FmkhiL 
'riu* tr\huiM:i lud r€>itic nil l)ii! wav innn 

^ "ta 

SL (^l:iij% atnl \i u:in liiat «tJic Wtjnlil 

i\'tinii ll»en\ TIa' sl<Min-\ nrlil jny prii|x?rl \, 
so farn^ a minor rmikl l»ofl [jiojM^rrv* ^liir li.ul 
prv>4.'nf( tl to mo bv iliv Iiv:nl of a wc^altliv 

* ^ b> 

o?>tci‘n runily lor a valnulilr, Arr^ k’v I liail Tt'n- 

dvio<k I had ta-ui'irtl in ihc f froal in livi * 

find had hail smoc oxidlin^ advoiifuroK on Ixiard- 

] had sprut my r.irlio^l days in the puoirditJii?*fl 

of a Maino to^\ ri, froju vrhii li a down-oast ^k^|t|K’^ 

Jind laki'U me for flu- wtjik I ton Id do* Ihil I 

waH ;iNor'\aii!s foitnd near I*;dic Si* ( laii hv mv 

+ 

f:illn'r, art<T a Ion”’ and dili_"c)il M-art li. Hut Im 
ha.l ) MH'ii olili^cil lf» lea\c me in rharifo of Mr. 
Jhii kland, iny o\or iiiiliiful Irii ntl iind ^mardian, 
^\)iilo lie ’^umt lo J'iii*'lantl to aitfinl lu >omo fam¬ 
ily atraiiv. llo Ivfl j)ro|>i tty vnou;:Ii (o make rue 
ttuh^[H-ndeiit fur lifi\ litil it bail all liven lo^t hy a 
filY-, and 1 had milhiny hnt lliv SyKaniju 
'1 he ^loam-ya(;hl alfordcd rno an ahurnlaut 
port while slm was under charier to tny vousiu. 

Owen I lie next heir to me of tnv falhcrV liflfl 

*■ 

of baronet And lii> large estate* (h>c Tike (?ar- 
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riiiirton, niy falhor*?; sollrilor, h:ifl pcraiailod niy 
r(ni>iri to outer iutt) .'itJiiic v'airnc iou>pii‘:u'y to 
rill of lae in some maniK-r/" I'ut, wJili iho 
ail 1 nt* M* a^liliurti, 1 li:ni disrov cic<i llie plot; anil 
liavin^ ilic ^rcKul forUmti to sa\e ()wei!*8 life in A 
^Tonl^ Ik'Iuic \ u : was fairlv t-njumided to llu? 

■w 

^piniey, he liail l(Cfnnic iny ra>t JVii iid, 

^[y roiwiii^s ino(li(>r was wry rieli* and it ai>- 

jiiMred lliat slic £ravc Into nuniey without stint nr 

limit. t'aninLTtou had luni'dit iho vaeht of 

llio SylVania, the Islander, ^vliieh w^as to take part 

in tlie tanispirary apiin^l tin*, and In wliicli five 

i:^olivitor liad followed the ^':'rlvauia to- Florida. 

* 

lie Ind em[duy(nl CajJtaiii Parker pKHnnsIvy, the 
down-east skipi>cr, then scuttled m ,Mi(diii;an, to 
cninmatiil Ivor, and to assist in carrvin:; (niL Iiis 
plan. One feature of fln^ stdieine was to make ino 
believe that iiiv father w^u9 dead; atid for nnmtlis 
I (\\A t.oli eve it. t'aptaiu Ikioinshy tlaimrd that I 
had U’cm "bound out’’ to Iviin till I w*as IWTnlv- 

w 

one ; and he ju>isted upon the iH):=icssioti of my 

|)crson and niy property as nnu li as tlkoii^li I Iiad 

biaai liis sla\ e, M fat her liad uiadc an amniie- 

* % 

numt with him hv whit h lie tiad abandoned all his 
infcrc>t in mo, Imt at live rcjMirlcd dealli tvf my 
fallier, (’arrindon had induced him to assert his 
olaiin airain. 









YAniT AI)Vi;\TT i:KK JN rj.OKII>A. 


Csipliiiii IViniiTshy lutt] loIlo’ivtMl ]Ui> fo Plori^la in 

tlip with llif^ f'olirilfir as liis ]’iassoiig'cr. 

'i1in funner ha<l evidenlly undei-laluai ''1o get rlfl 

ot me ; huf, iiislead of (hhug this, he lia<l saeri- 

lieetl Itie soli<‘iloi\ iJolli he nnd tlie lawver !i:el 

*• 

heenine hard <lriitkers, and in the (’anhiin's id- 
tem})t to Avreek iiic% Ik- had sunk Iho Tslaiidi'r inid 
drowneil liis enijiloyer* 1 judged tliat Ihls uandd 
he the erui of the efmsph'iuy; and so it was, so 
far as my tainshi Owcti and llio solieitor were eon- 
eerned, init not on tire jiart of Captain Pfoomsliy* 

1 laid left mv "aneietit cnemvd^ as I liad a riirht 
to regard (^aplain IkKanshy, at daeksonvillo when 
we sailed for the West Indies, i knew that his 
exj^eriment of making money in Miehigan ha<l 
been a failure, and that he was looking for a more 
liopeful held <d' (operations in some other seel ion 
of the eomitry. One of his men told me that 
lie intended to nm the SSvlvania on the St. Jolins 

A- 

Illver as a j>assenger hoat, and that he felt sure 
oi' obtaining jujss(\ssion of her, htaause, he as¬ 
serted, he was the right fol owner of hi‘r. Tlic 
]>aper he had signed was destroyed witli the rest 
of niv vaiuahlcs, 

4 

As the sleani’yaeld approached ttie coast of 
Florida I did not even thinlc of my aneient eii- 
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snrn! ; 

t‘niv, 1 Irl’l \i\iu m JricKsotivillp, ivlirrc Iso 

ivtiii (li’inlitiiij isil lai <lav. Ho 

tort'iUlv littHiT and I’nn'tiiin'lai loujit'di mo; 
I'oi' ]ijv Ijillifi' Jsinl ]vrij(3 ]iiiti a coli^ldftlMljlc 

mm isf iiioBH-v 1 <t liiiii, llirsti In 

salisty uny just (■laiiii ]io liatl iv|inii ]ij<u ]io could 
iiovci^ Uu coiifuBit usuil Ilf! iilitaiiK'd all Ulial could 
Ih! IkkU oiThor liv IeiM^ meriiiii or ]>V fuu]. 'Jluiiiu 

^ fe ~ 

was r\fi snoi'o juiiiciplo in iiiiei ilictii lliurc was isi n 
pavin^-stoiie* 

"Thai h St. Augu.^fis^o I coniinuod. 

"I’lioie can Ijti no iiiistako about it. tor there 
not Ejfiiolticr liglit wilbin thsily-lhe niile.^ of it; 
a I id wti rcjuld not have gone so ^rithi cd’ tlio inai'k 
as 

" ^ <>u are rigbil, (’'a|5ljiui Aliek, as 3'ou ahvnvs 
ai‘0," laltglKal till' Tuato. 

"A'ono of dial, [lob! Yuii ksinw as well ua the 
next ftdlcnv that J aiu not ahvsi^vs I'i^dit; T wish I 
wesv. How was it atKiut <^<111]!^ iiilo St* Geortfc''** 

C7 O 

I sx'plied. 

'■'Hie exi.t'pl [oil jilwjn's proves tlic rule. 1 was 
right hy aeculcnt that liiite. lUit you nevei* go 
ahead I ill you nr<‘ suvo where yon are going/"' 
'"I shall not this timed' I added, tuniing to 
the CvUift I'ilot ag^iim '' ’ \ es?&cls coming ivoiu 


VACJIT AUVCXlUKES IN FEOIJIDA 
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flu' iH)rthWill'd will run down till tlu3 ll^lithouso 
bt'iU'S vv'i'St by nortli, koopiii^^ in thrnc fatliouiri uf 
'Wilier/1 cnntiiHK'd, reading from tlie book* 

We kept the Sylvania moving at al>out lialf- 
s})eed until the tower boro in the re^juired direo 
tion ; then the mate directed Buck Llnglcy, who 
on wtiteli forward, to heave tlic lead* 

*'^.Mark underwater three,” reported the deok-- 
han<h 

'"That's all right,” I added* iS'ow how is the 
tide?” 

could cross the bar only when the wat(n' 

K' 

Avas above half-tide ; and this was an important 
question* We found from our nautical almanac 
tliat it Avouid l>e half-tide at nine o’clock in the 
forenoon ; and it Avas not yet seven in the morii' 
ing by the corrected time* e Avere as near the 
coast as I eared to go* We could just make out 
the square tower of the light-house in the tog, 
and I Avas not w illing to trust myself in imknoAvn 
Avaters near the shore Avithout a pilot. I directed 
Washhnni to stop the engine, and keep a sharp 
lookout for the drift of the steamer. 

Leaving the pilot-house, I Avent forward, and 
presently discoAcred a j)ilot-l>oat coming out ot 
the inlet. One of her creAv Avas Avaving a flag to 


IKIWN^ f^fsi TH ; 


?!? 

flK‘ ]iort sM'! In mi Ijtr liow. TUia llujf ux' 

’^vciTo to bear 1(1 stsirbiaiiil. [ l[ilil IIk^ ruatr^ 1^0 
iilu’jul, Iwiirlng to ilio noiltiHard. In 31 ivw min- 
irles iiior<; ’ivo LjuJ 31 pilot on Ijonrd, wIiOj^i jir.’ht 
<|UCi^tioh \r3iri !is lo onr dt rifl of I it 

as nino 11iiv]Ldi it avos eonsidoi?i!j|\' less wlieii 
ivc liiid nesirly eiojttied cnir tOiil-finnioTs. TIjo 
pilot deeided tliat omst ’(vait a eoiiplu of 

llOUI^b^. 

The sun roste at tM?(i on tJio iii'st dny of ^rrirelit 
^vhiell was jtist ton minote^ csirlier tbm at DdroK. 
It soon Ininied off the log 3 iim1ic>ixm so that we could 
sec the ancient cily of St. jlugustino. f>i 3 r j>jis- 
sengcrs> ^dio Inid ]>E>c-onie so 3n.xuslo]iied to sea- 
life tliiit tliey did not turn out licfon; dglit in the 
nioriilngt soon began to iip|>car. Witli the pilot 
Eit tile vrlicel ive wont rner this bur I hi fi ire niiicv 
and a run of tvixj miles more LroiigUl us to our 
anebonisc oil' the sea-wall* 





9 *? 


IHWX SrJCTIt; iKt, 


ihv port siclci iV(Mn bi^r Ijtjvw "Hiis Tiiearit Ihnl wo 
vrerc t() biMir to stiirboavil. I tt)l<l 11 h^ iiiaO^ to iro 

L .. 

alKaitU bearinir to tlic iiortliwaivL Iii a fbw min- 
ulns more wo had a iiilot on hoard, who^o first 
<inoslion was as to our draft of water, I gave it 
as nine feet, tliouah it was eoiisideraldv less wlieii 
we had nearly emptied our eoal-ljunkcrs, The 
pilot decided that wc must w'ait a coujdo of 
hours* 

The sun rose at (>*26 on the first day of March, 
which was just ten luiuules earlier than at Detroit* 
It soon burned olF the fo" inshore, so tliat w'c could 
see the ancient city of St* Aiurustiiie* Our pas- 
senders, wdio had become so accustomed to sea- 
life that they did not turn out before eight iu tlie 
inorniiig, soon began to a|)})eai% AVitli the pilot 
at tlie W'heel we went over the bar before nine, 
and a run of two miles more brought us to our 
anchorage olf the sea-wall* 



V.U'HT ADVKNTUUKS l.\ J'LOItlUA, 
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n IA ITER 



Oi:H lAlilvIlAL I’ASSEXGBRS. 


W iTEin-: lire \vc nou^ A lick, my h(>y?”uskrtl 
mv cousin Owcii (iarninirlumi, as he came 
on deck after we had jiiubored otf the pier. 

" Wq are at St. Auirustine, the oldest city in 
the United States, foanJed by the Spaiiianls in 

"C’nt it short, if you please, my aiFoctinnate 
cousin/^ interposed Owen, 'vvilli an alfecte^l yawn* 
"1 haveift been to breakfast vet: and suredv v<ni 
don't expect me to learn history s=o early in the 
morniniT. I siin|)ly asked you M'licre we were, 
and you go l>ack over three Imndred years to 
answer tlie question/" 

*'l thoui^lit von miirht want to know something 
about the })laco,"" I replied* 

"" Exactly so. ^\'liere arc we?"" 

^^'e are licre*” 

Owen bit liis lij), smiled, and then looked about 
him at the various objects in sight. 
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'Mf voTi will (t‘II me exat llv whiit vihi wiuit fo 

h. v L’ 

know, I will answer ynur (jiiestions; ut least, I 
will tell voii all I know,” I a<Ule<k 

'' Don't tlo llait: it would take too long,” lie 
replied, yawning again. 

"Thank you” 

" I wouldn't listen to all u fool knew hefore 
hreakiast; and it would take you two years to tell 
all you know, sweet cousin.” 

" Not so as that. IVe made the laud about 
six this moniin<r, in a foar — ” 

" You made the land ! Well, you didn’t have a 
very had job of it, for it is nothing hut house 
sand* Of course I know we ai'c somewhere on 
the coast of Florida, for 'whea wc ieft the Ber¬ 
mudas we were hound to St, Augustine* have 
got there, you say; and I thank you for telling 
me. After Ijrcakfast, when I have a eigtir, I will, 
with your leave, read tlie liistoiy of the place.” 

"Yon have my permission ; and I will furnish 
the book from wluch you niav read it.” 

"Tiiauks. Now, {'ould y<ni, Aliek, without 
straining yourself too mucin tell me something 
a})out what we may see by looking about us in 
just this place —never mind tlic other parts of 
the Stiite,” continued Owen, Icjoking around him. 
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"T will tell y<nj all I know ahoiit it/' I re[>]iecK 
I wish evervbotiv would tell mAv tliat.” 

*■ n' fc.- 

^'The (4)eiiiii*^ you .see on lUc oilier side of the 
bay, mid liiruuyli whieli yvo eiuiie in IVojii isesi, is 
between Anastasia Island on the south, and the 
main land on the noi'tln The venter to the north 
and south of us, inside tlie land, is ^Matmi^^as Itiver. 
Tlie works you see to the north is Fort Marion* 
Ihe sea-wall extends from that to tlie point, south 
of us, a iriilo : it is laiilt of eoquiiia, a kind of rock 
quarried on Anastasia Island, formed of sand and 






'"Spare me, eousin F* 

"From the jmint to the south of us, you see an 
opening in the land: that is the mouth of the San 
Set>astian Kivcix The eity of St. Augustine is 
huilt on the tongue of land between the two rivers* 
The buildings near the point ai'e the United States 
Barracks. The structuro extending out into the 
ri\ er from the sea-wall is a wliarf or ])ier, huiit for 
the convenienee of vessels landing freight or pas- 
seiurersd’ 

** But u'hat does a v^ossel do tliat hiis botli fi'cioflit 
and j)assengers ? ” asked Owen, gravely* " I <kire 
say slie lias to go to rhteksonville, where they have 
more than one vvliurf.” 
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(nnl 

own 

)un'c, 


st:ni(l I'orrocit^d : n v<‘s.sc;l luKlini^ 

I u(ld(uL " lint I Oiiirt srv% (d’ iny 
know I lift;, tliat tiic saino vcssol Inn (Is Ijotli 
ior I never snw the place Ix^lon! in niy 



ff 


It is wo]’, to l»e sure,” said Owen, as tiic break¬ 


fast-) io 11 rnnjj;, 

lieldrc we left Jacksonville in l)ccoTn}>er, 1 had 
taken an ailditioiial ])erson on hoard, who did duty 
ill tlie cahin as a waiter. Thouiili Peeki^* the 
steward, never eoiiiidaincd, I saw tliat be had too 
iiHK'li to do. Tiic dLstanoc fi'oiu tlie eook’s irallev 
to the oonii)aiii()ii-way of tlie after ca)>in made it 
hard work to serve the ta))le in the latter. The 
distance to tlie ftnavard ca))iii, wJiei'e llie shijfs 
coni))any messed, nas hardly less. I found tliat 
the otiicers and orew sometimes liad to wait for 
their meals, and (hat t!ie di-sciplinc of the ves-sed 
was tlm-s ia-oken in upon. Tlie steward and tlie 


waiter iiad about all they <aiuld <lo (o lake enre of 
tho live pas.senirers in Die after cabin, who were' 


very uiu-ertniii in their hours in the inornino-. 

I luid derided to have another waiter for the 
forward eahin, ami thus allow Ik'eks to do tlio 
pro]ier work of a eliief steward in lookiii" out for 
the wliole of lii,s depailment. VVe Iiad been tn jioil 
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s{> iiHK'h (liirinii: tlu; winter lliiil I found I ccuild 
well ullbnl tlu‘ iiddilional ex}>eHsc, for iny ]>:iy- 
niiHit.s lia<l lieen than the e^tiiiiute* Tliough we 
were to cruise oii the SL *1 oil us Kiver and otlier 
streams during the nioiitli, there woidd be a great 
deal of Iniat-work for the deck-hands and fireintni, 
for tlie latter did not com plain if called to other 
duty than that of the firc-rooni, and by tliis time 
wore Gfood sailors. 

I went to iny Iireakfast, w liicb had been w aiting 
an hour for mo on the galley, for 1 never left tiie 
deck till the iincbor was ovcrlKJard, There was 
no one to lirinir niv meal, and the mate’s wateh had 

i . i .-' 

taken theirs wiiile I was talkim^ Ui Owen. It was 
half an hour hefore the steward or the waiter could 
attend h) iny wants; and the dignity of the coin- 
iiiander of the Sylvania did not periiiit him to carry 
Ids own breakfast from the galley, while there were 
passengers on board. I Imped I should he al>le to 
iind another waiter at St. Augustine, tliough I 
supposed they wmuld all he in demand at the hotels. 
At last I heard the voices of the passengers on 
deck. I did not ring the call-hell on the tahlc 
until I a-as sure tliey ha<l liiiished their 
meal, for all on hoard made it a point to giA'^e up 
everythiiig fitr tlieim 
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2S 

I li;ivoirt 1 i:hI my Inviikfkst yet/' I h\iu\, as 
IVeks caiiie down in*o IIh^ eabin. "1 liiive been 
wailing Imre Irdi'ini hour for it/' 

^'1 am very sony, hut it !m]d>ens so sometimes, 
even wlien 1 do my Imst/’ rei>lied I^ceks, evidently 
niiK'li disturbed by the situation* "It is all 1 euii 
do, with llie waiter, to get what the passengers 
want when tlievall eomc to the table at once* \Yq 

L- 

¥ 

liavc to cook ereiwlliinir after they order it, or it 
W{>nld not be lit to cat.’' 

"I doivt blame you, and I have no fault to find,’* 
I added, soothingly* *^I shall give you another 
waiter as soon as one can !>e IbuntL” 

"I tliink we neeti another* If the meals could 
be sein^ed at fixed liours, we could get along very 
well; but the passengers take their breakiast any- 
where from eight to eleven*" 

"1 iniderstand it perfectly; but they have a 
right to do Just as they i)lease, and J shall not in¬ 
terfere with their habits," I replied; and the stew¬ 
ard went for n\y ))r(^akfast* 

It was fifteen minutes before he returned, for 
Goplier insisted on using me as Avell as those that 
sat at the eabin-fable when I was late to mv meals, 
and cooked me a fresli dish of ham and ctrirs* I 

* K 

was blessed with a good appetite, and still liked 
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coHutrvffUTJir^t , jlinii^rli (Jo|)Iipr riKirl^; hoff*! flislies, 
FroiK'h nriiuas, (ur tlio nflor WMkmi I 

^vcllt oil (ieckj 1 Ibiiiul ( hvcn smoking )iig ciiivir ui 
ihe i>ilof-lH)ii8e, lie wan rcadiiiir one of ii pile of 
. Flovidii jrin<lo-f>ooks I had procured in Jack.son- 
villo, wliirli I liad placed hy tlio hinnacle for lias ilso. 

"'I have been waitbig for you, Captain Alick/' 
said lie* 

» 

^'And I have been waitinir for my breakfast* I 
shall get another waiter, so that no one will have 
to wait,” I answered* 

"Well, I was in no Iiurrv, my dear fcllmv : if I 
had been, I should have sent for you* This is the 
first dav of JIan-h* Have voii the accounts?” 

V 4 - 

I had them all ready, and went to niv desk in 

4- ' \.t 

my room, just abaft the pilot-liouso, for liioin* 1 
gave them to him, l)ut he hardly con descended to 
kmk at anything except the total* Throwing away 
his cii^ar, he went into mv room, where he wrote 
all his letters, and seated himself at his desk* I 
followed him, in order to give him n receipt* 

"DonT leave, Kobsy,” said Owen to Washburn, 
as the mate began to move out of the room* 

A\hishburn resinned his toilet, for he had just 
donned the new* uniform, with which all hands had 
provided themselves at St* George* Owen handed 


. 1(1 


IH)\VN .SDCTII ; oil, 


11U' ii (li'aft, which I siiu' uns ini' just lliroc liniKlrcfl 
(lollars tiioi'c lli;in lliu niimiml, of lliu bill I h;i(| 
muU'iTcl. I was asfonisliod Hiat lie slioiihJ iiiakfi 
sueli a nvi.->tako. 


Tf P‘1’'] 


lilh i.s not I be^nn, as soon as I had 

lookrd at tlio ainnuiit nf the draft, 

e eorreet ; hut I see vou have <^ot to make 
a (juarrel with me; aiul i want IJolisy io staml hy 
me in tliis iio’lit,” rej^lied Owen, 

''Ot ecHirse I won't lake three hundred dollars 
more than is my due./’ I ]>rotested. 

it slK>rt; 1 ” extdaimed mv eonsin, "I tokl 


(^olonet Shepard I ne\'er (uiiihl ^et out of it in the 
world, and he was iniltii\£r a load on me I could 
never carry. Where is that bloody contract? 
ill yrvu do me liic favor to burn it?’’ 
'WVrtainly not/’I rei)ned, "1 hdend to keep 
my copy, and to abide hy its provisions/’ 
^W^rovisions means grub, (Joii't it?’" 

Some! lines it does ; but it don’t now/’ I rejilied, 

tossing the draft on the desk, at which he was still 

seated, ^'1 will take onlv what is <lne me,” 

1. 

'"But 1 have liad a row willi Oolonel Shejjard/’ 
protested Owen, 'Ole said he slioidd insist on 
paying his share of the expcn.ses of this crui.^e 
before we left Jacksonville; but 1 kept him tpaiet 
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fill ycstenLiy* In 11 h^ iirst jiliirf', t\^ W(^ iuivf put 
yuu tu 0 x 1 ni oxpoiiso, AI irk, w insist o<l on ;ukliii^ 
one Iiiiiiclrod <l(jllnrs a inonfli iu llio atnount I Vvas 
to pay**' 

I olijeetecl, and explained that I had been obli^ir^^d 
to pay only the ex)>enso ai' a waiter, as ho )>:nd all 
tlie coal and [)rovision hills, hut lie ]>oi'sisfed, and 
tinally ai>})esde(! t(^ Waslihnrn, who dec-i^ted in his 
favor. As 1 agreed t(j the <lecisi(jn the umpire 
beforehand, 1 had to suhinit* 

"I tna<le it up witli tlio C.'olonel hy lotting him 
pay half of tlio l)ills, though lie would pay four- 
lifths of them at tirst,” chuckled Owen, as though 
he had won a vit tory over his felhjw-passenger* 

I Iiad paid every one of the shi[fs company his 
’Wages when they were due; I liad painted the 
steamer at St* (Jeorge, while tiic passengers were 
travelling on shore; I had taken in a larg^o supply 
of engine stores; and still luul about eleven hun¬ 
dred dollars on hand* I felt that 1 was getting 
rich very fast, though a season of idleness might 

scatter all mv wealth. 

« 

Hy this time our }>assengers had seen all tlierc 
was to he seen from the luirrieane-deck of the 
steamer* Though the sun had come out, it was 
ratlier a cool day to our party, who had spent a 
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portion of tlio winlxM' in the trot>if'f^* Owen in- 
formed me lliiif lii.s friends desirt^d (o on sliorc, 

I lijid hardly ^eivt lliem off in hoth lioats, iKddre \i 
woll-driiased gentleman auiic on deck, and desired 
to sec the captain. 


VACllT ATn'KXTtTRES IN FLOUIOA* 
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A 


NATIVE FLORIDIAN. 


rpiIE gontloiiian who wishod (a sec flio rnptain 
J. onnK” oif in n small hoat, puilod by a nj:ui who 
inighl liavc btH'ii n iniilaftOj n (dibaii, nr n Spaniard, 
1 nnlired lhat he wtis a line-looking fellow, iiglilly 
but haiidsoiiierv built* If be laid Iweii brown. 


ii>slcnd of slightly yellow, I should have taken him 
for a wiiitc man* lie had a line eve, and both Ids 
f(nin and ids faee attracted mv' altentlom 

I invited the gentleman in the fttern sbocts, wbo 
^visbed to see me, to come on board, and tlieti 
condneted him to inv slate-roonn He v/as not 

I 

more than tldrl v-li^ e, and was dresse<l rather jaiit- 
ilv in a suit of !iirht-t olon^d t'kdbes* lie looked 
and acted like a gentleman, and bis speceb indi¬ 
cated that lie was a })erson ol' rellnement* I gave 
Jiim a chair, and took one mvself* W ashburn laid 
gone ^isbore in one of the boats, and I had the 
room to nn'self* Ikdbi^e be seated ldins<d1 he 
handed me a canl, on which was engraved '"Kirby 


a 


u 
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Cunnvood,” Tlicro was notliing niorc to itullc'ato 
his husini'ss, 

'"rako a scat, Mr. ConnvtJod/'I said, when I 
hud read Ids name* 

^"^d'hank you, Captain (!anilna:hain,^^ he replied j 
and I wondered wh(a*c ho Iiad learned my name, 
for 1 liad not yet been ashore to report at the 
eustoin-honse* 

''Y(Hi w ill cxeiise me for ('ailing ii|)on yon so 
soon after your aiaaval : hut laisiia^ss is husinoss, 
and sometimes if it is not alteniled to in season, it 
caivt l)e done at a lid’ 

""Quite true, sir; and I w’as "oing asliorc as soon 

k 

as the boats returned to report at the custom* 
house,” 1 replied, for the want (>f something sensi¬ 
ble to say* "'1 do iH)t rememher to liuve met you 
lieldre, Mr* Ccjnnvood*” 

I dare say you do not renieinbcr it; Imt I have 
met von none the less*” 

"'Indeed ! Where was that?” I asked, looking 
the sti'aiiger over again, though I eoukl not ret^all 
his form or features* 

” In Jacksonville, last December* 1 Avas at the 
funend of Mr. Carrington, and ! saw von several 
times* I was on tlie j>oinf ()f‘ oilering my smwices 
to you then, as 1 shall now, Avhen 1 learned that 
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you wpiv f^ooii to sail Tor llio \Vust Iiulios/' misworod 
Jlr. (Viriiwoocl, with a vi.'i'y pleasant, smile, wldeh 
nii^Sil h:iv(* ea[Uuml any ycniii^ man of less expo- 
I'ieuee in the wavs oj‘ the worhi tluiii mvse!t\ 

i,' 

tn s|hte or liis explanati<jii 1 did not iviiiemlKir 
liiiiL. I ha<l met ii ^ix‘at many peojilc at tlic time 
of the cxeitiuii events alteiidiinr tiic arrival of the 
Svivaida at Jaeksonville. I eoiu luded that he was 
some dealer in prov isions, ice, or coal, who wdshed 
to furnish tlie steamer with his wares ; and I be^an 
to lose all interest in the interview* 1 had a jrreat 
many [)eo[>lc eall n}>on me who wdshed ttjscll some- 
tiling, and I was used to sneh ealls* 

1 am w illing to admit thsit it is my fault, hot I 
do not remeiiiher yon, Air. Cornwood/' I replied, 
ratlier taddlv, for the ehief eiiirineer houixlit the 
coal, and the stew'aixl the pnyvisitms and ieo, 

call well nndersland whv von shonhl not re- 
niemher me, Ca])1ain (JarniiiLdiam, f<n- you met a 
great many people ah<mt the lime I sfuv yon, and 
your mind was oeeujjicd w ith some peculiar mat¬ 
ters* such as the sinking of the other steamer*'^ 

'’Kxactly soy' I answered, looking out tlie wnn- 
dow\ as though 1 was ready to tenniiiale the hi- 
.ervrew\ 

^'As 1 said, I was about to oiler my services to 
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Ytm thon; sind I sliiill tsiktj llu? lihcrfv <ln ^cs 

now/' lio t'ontiiiiiecU not iit all disiurkcd l>v jmv- 

%•* 

lliiiiji: I ‘Saiil oi‘ (lid. 

1 don't til ink wo ncod tlio .'Services ol' anv iron- 
tIonian like vtmrsidf/^ 

To inv af^UniishnientH. he lirokc into a lanirli ; aiul 
it waj^ some time before he eoiild proi eed willi his 
bus]iu‘ss* I was not aware that I had said anv- 

4' 

tliinir that was fuimv : if J had, 1 shtndd have l>een 
hi<ili]y et^mjiliniented l>y the manner in wfiit^li niy 
joke was reiX‘ive<L 

riiis is not tlie fiivt lime I have been taken for 


y. -PI 


a ironlleman/* said he, as soon as he was in condi¬ 
tion to speak- 

'"Tlien you think 1 made a mistake, do you?” I 
asked* 


'' Hy no means: T have not sniik so low as that 
yet; and 1 still beneve 1 aril n gentleman, what¬ 
ever anybody else nia\' think*” 

» I ft 

lie paused, and 1 waited lor him to priseed with 
Ins husiiu^ss, instead of asking him what he meant, 
as he evidently expeeted me to do, 

"'^'es, ea]dain : ! claim to he a g^entlemari.” he 
coniimied, when 1 showed no inelination tonskan^' 
(jnestions. 1 belong-to the legal profession, though 
I don't work at it now/* 
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^^1 iiin suro WQ ilcurt nvinl :iny law an bonnl 
tins vcssol at ilia jirasaat lima/' I addad. 

"I do not ollor luy serviras in that aapatily. I 
am a native Floridiaiu a regular eorii-eraekor," ho 
ooiitimied. Iaimlnn<f. ^'1 was born and raistal liere 
ju St. Anirustine. Tlierc is not a rivoi% lake, liar- 
bor or inlet in all Florida, and hardly a sc|uare 
mile <if territ<)fv\ that I have not cx[doicd/' 

"As a lawyer?^’ 1 asked; and his plump staLo- 
niCMit rather altraeted my aUenlion, 

"Certainly not. When 1 was seventeen I bepm 
to study fi>r llie bar; luil my lieallh broke down, 
and for tlienext ten yeai-s 1 roamed over the slate, 
now at luv ow'ii expense, an<l then as a ineuiber ot 
the state surveying liarty, or the government t oast- 
survey. 1 am a pilot for any watei’s in Florida,” 
"Have vou a bniiu'h or a warrant 

n ■ 

"Xolhing of the soH : 1 am only an amatenr 

pilot. I am a hunter and a tislierman, and I know 

the tiova anti the iaima of the State. Seven yt'ars 

a£ro I resumed my studies, and have lieeii admitied 
^ ■■■ 

to the bar. Hut my lieattli would not alknv me to 
sjieiid my days in an olUee or a eourt-roonu Caj)- 
tain (farningbam, J oiler my services to you as a 
guide for Ficjrida.” 

ilr, Kirbv Ctirnwood tokled his arms in his 
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chn*ii\ Sind :is iim lio lijul 

jiisl iirTtH^iiUMl uu' tlint he w,is (lie p:fn'enu\r of llu; 

Hu uviduntlv liidiuvud it Wiis no to sar 
iuivlhiiiir inort\ and lie ??iluiit. 

"I am uxucudinij:lv oiilii^uil to yon, Mi% (*orn- 
'vvood, foi'vour oliur of I rtiplied* "'Arf 

YOU arc a mhde for Florida, uould you inform mu 
w'liuru thu unstomdioiisu i^y^’ 

Can I inform ytni whero the ciusfom-liotisu UI” 
oxulaitnud llic ‘^iiido for Florida* "How conl<l I 
have burn born and raised in St. Auirustinu wilU- 
ont knowing where thu eustoin-housc is?” 

" I don't know,” 

He looked at me as tlioo^h lie tliooght I Yas ii 
yotinir mail to be pitied. ^Vas tlicre an\i:liing rc- 
laliny; to Florida tliat he did not kno\r, was the 
exjircssion on his face. He eould take me to any 
custoni-lioose in the State liv land or Yater* Ho ^ 
eonhl tell me tlie deptli of any lake, stream, or 
jmildle from the Atlantie to the Gidf. 

" Having aeeonijillshed all that I eaiiie on hoard 
for, permit me to take my leave, with thu hope 
that you will lamslder my ollei\” said Corn- 
wotal, risiiiij from his chair. " I shall hu hapjiv to 
conduet you to the eustom-house when you go on 
shore, or to take your party to all Uie })oints of 
interest in the *aty*” 
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"Tliank ymt, Mr* 1 ropliecL 

1 fund 11(1 idoji jliiit \u' iiitiiiidod t(i loav<3 rue, lor 
Olio ildOH not ;;ot nd of wuoli applit'anls so easily* 
Ho bowed ^rju^efully, niid iiiut-li to iiiy asloiiish- 
nioiit^ loft iiiv room, walked to llio iraiiirwar, and 
went down into Ids fjoat* A iiioinont: later, I saw 
the Ixiatman pulling liiiii towards the laiidiii^-phioo* 
J could not lie Ip tldnkiu^ of lus offer after lie had 
^r<>nc* It would be exceedingly eoiiveiiieiit to liave 
a man on board all tUc time who could guide ns to 
any object of interest* He was a pilot for any 
wutei’s of tlic State. 

J5ut 1 felt tliat 1 could not believe more than 
ono-toiith of what he had said, j sat down, and 
thought over the matter. An extra hundred had 
just been added to my monthly stipend. I had not 
thought t>f having such a person on hoanl liefore 
lie suggested the idea. I had expected to depend 
on local guides for information and direction. 

]f oulv onC'half of Mr. Kirbv Coruwood's story 

* * fc* 

wa.s true, and he could perfonu only one-half of 
wliat lie promi.sed, lie wotdd be a valuable person 
to our j)arty* He was airy in his manner; Imt I 
eould not say that this wa.s not I lie worst part of' 
him. If he liad spent ten yi^ars of his life with 
state and national surveys and exploring parlies, 
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lu" (lUjxfit t(J T>13 very niiniliiir vvilli flic tmve^lfed k)- 
cnlitit’S of Floriil:u I wiis rallii'r j?oitv I liiul not 
him a lilllc loii<r(‘i% and k'ariiod sorm'llniig 
tiioro oDii-s ahllitv lo do what he said he could do. 


Ikit 1 could iind him a^aiu; or 1 had no donht lio 
would soon find me. Jf he had not left nie willi 
much dignity, and without jircs-sin^ his olfcr of 
service, 1 should not prohalily liavc given a .scroiui 


thoni^lit U> him* 


A\hishhum's lioiit wjis flic first to rcliinu and I 


went on shore in it. 1 wanted the mate to see Mi\ 
Corn wood ; hut I did not men! ion him, for I wanted 
my friend to make uj) his miiul in regard to tlic 
Fltiridian wiltiout aiiv siiirsrostioii from me, and 
witlmut his know intr that he was doimr dntv as a 
judge. 1 asked Washhurn to take a stroll with 
me. He told his crew lie shoukl not want them 
fora coujiie of hours, and we walked uji tin; pier. 

^^'hen we rt'ached the head of it, I saw Mr. 
Cornsvood rushing {icross flie intersecting street 
as if lie nu^aiit Imsiiiess, tlunigh he was not 
liea<h*<l towards me. He did not even seem If^ see 
me at fu’st; hut as he was about to cross niy path, 
he could not well lielji doing so. He raisctl his 
l^inania lial, and howtal politely lo me. He evi¬ 
dently did nut mean tu slop to speak to me; hut I 
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hniled liirii, jind wlicix^ Ihe was, 

lie <lm'nbe(i Ihc Iniiblin^, snnl iiniievvteci in wfjtit 
<iireeti()n I usus to 

" If you will excuse nie for a few niomeiiis, 
{j:iniiiigli;iiii, I will Join yon,” snicl he, 
hunTiu^r along tow'ar<ls the St. Augusthio Hotels 
wliicli faccrt the harhfU'. 


The Floridbu certainly did not seem to be very 
anxioirs to make an onipijreineut with me ; and tliis 
fact improved liis chances ’with me, 1 w ent to the 
custoindiouse, and lransaclc<l my lu^sincss tljcre* 
'As I came out with I lie mate, 1 met Mr. Cornvvood 
at the door. 1 ijilroduced Washburn to him; and 


the Floridian was as polite to liim as to me. 

’"'I am at your service, gentlemen; an<l, pardon 
me, cajdain, without regard to any lutnre enpige- 
inenl/' said Mr. Corinvood, with an extra liourisli, 
as he turned to me. 

"Thanks. 1 think you sjiid you were horn in 
Florida,” I added. 


"X(d only in Flori<la, but here in St. Augusliiie. 

If you doubt m\" statement, I will sfK>w v<m the 

*■ , 

house in which 1 tirst <lre\v the breath of life,’’ he 
replied, with a depreeatorv smile. 

Showing the house wandd prove it; hut I thought 
more of the fact tlial lie seemed to have an inkiiiig 
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<jt' iiiv troubli' hi rej^iird to liis slaUniicnts. I lold 
liiiK 1 wns willing to uccojit liLs wills<iiit 

si'oiiiir tlio lioiisc, 

"'My t‘ilhor:in(l iiuidior both (lii^l of 
tUui/' Ik* ron!iiiuo<L "They ('mini ilowii licrc tVniri 
Virirhiiti, juiil lived tweiitv Itniger tiian they 

wt)iild in the Old Dominion, ^ly fiillier left me 
twelve thonsninl dolhii’s, every cent ot vviiu^i I 
stient ill tunvelling in tliU s>lule. But here vtuir 
])nrty, caiitiiiiu” 

Our piis.scngers wore strolling along St, George 
Street when we met tlicuK 
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CnATTKli IV. 


A Titir cr rriK san sehastiak 


Q I'I^ANTiK a?; il may siaan, iSlicpanis, 

O tlKitiL^h thpv bad ro?iided hvcj winter-'^ m Jai k- 
sonvilUs h;n\ mvQV been to 8L An^ustine, uv even 
up tbc St. Jcjlius Hiver. Tlie stale of Mrs. Slie(>- 
ani's liealtb laid not permUle<l bov to travel for 
several years, until tbc preceding suriiiner, 3'liey 
laid ftiliiiply left the aneient eity and ibe nj>-rlver 
glories of '"The Land of Flovvei-s” to a moi*e pro- 
pit jems season in flic fiitiirc, 

"How do von like the looks of St. Aiiiriistine, 
Mi ss FdilfiV' 1 asked, aft(‘r we ha<l passed tbc 
eiv'ilities of tbc moment* lliongb 1 did not venture 


to prescut Mr. Kirby Coinwood to tbc [>arty. 

" I like It well enough/^ replied the pretty young 
ladv, witb sometliing like a vavvu. '"Hut I am 
getting tired of it so soon; ftir we have seen so 
many old Spanisb cities 111 Spain and in tbe \^'est 


Indies* tliat St. Auirnstine reads like an (dd story.'' 
Tlic face of tbe native Floridian wore an ex- 


4t 


i>owx soi'Tir; ou, 


[nvssion of liorror sis lio Msif'isrd lo tlic roinurk c^f 
:sii j^s Kdllli. l’()ssil)!v lt(‘ ntiiilil \mvv. :ibEi1rit Ijis 

!■ I 

Ml jmrtiMlly unfsivoiMliic 

(j|' ids iiEitivi) v\[Y i1' lin liiul known slit! ;i]id 

■ 

Own'll s[)niii niosl orilinir lime in lliinking of other 
liKillois limn mi old oily, 

" I :nu deltullied wilh llie added 

SliofiariK '"But we jmss various ohjeels (>f inter¬ 
est willumt knou inir M'liat llicy are, Wc liave not 
even a _ixuiilc-l>ook to help ns out,” 

^[r. (’oriiwood smiled, hat lie said nolliin^, I 
M'oiidorcd that he did ntd olfci' his serviecs lo Ihc 
JekIv ; but lie niEuiifested wlmt seemed lo ho ii wry 
strange modesty for him, standing a little apait 
from llio rest of ns, smd not even looking at the 
yiretfy fata; of Miss Kdith. T took the lilierty lo 
introdnee the Flori<lijin, lie removed his Panama, 
and hovved Itjw when I nienlioiied liis name; hut 


lie did not even speak, iiuieh less imlnlge In any 
of Ids [Ji'etcntious speeches* Flic walk was re¬ 
sumed* and in the eourse of tlie forenoon we had 
exjdored tlic eily, fnmi Fort JSau Mareo, on the 
iiordi* h) tlic noinl at tlio soulh (d‘ llie eifv- 

A ■ 

Mr, {'oniwotKl j)roved lhat he knew all about 
St. Augustine. J had stmliecl the Inst or v ol' tlic 
place and the slate verv earefiillv during the leisure 
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Iiours oflln' vovairc! fnuu \lw I5t‘riijii(|:is,/iiid I 
iihic to t (Jiitiriu ihv trillli of :ill lio snld, ,so la]' jih 
mv* kiiowli^dirc exlt^iulcd, went Jar he- 

•ft k j 

vend mc» hi a little wliile lie was die verv etailre 

L' *•' 

or the party. It is (riic tliat (hven several limes 
re{|Uesled him to "cut it short/’ at wldeli the Flo- 
ritlmii did not seem to he at all ollemleil; hut fio 
soon tound that the rest of the eompEmy did not 
wish to have even the historleal porllons of the 
giiidtfs <l]seonrsc al>hn‘viate<L 

i do not intend to iiive the Jdstorv or desirthc 
the ohjeels of iotei'est wc saw in Florida, exeejit 
ineideatally, for it would take all my .sjiaee to do 
these, an<l I do not [iretend to do nmeh more than 

tell inv' storv. I must sav that T was verv niiieh 

• ‘ 

interested in the liistory and deserii>lioiis of .Mr. 
(ornwood; and I have no douht my readers would 
lie enually iu(eix‘sted, if I had pag^es enoii^li ut uiy 
dis[iosal to inekide them, 

d'he Fkii'idiaii did his duly inodestlv, llioiiirh 
he had heeoinc the most iin|)[>rlaiit person of the 
party for tlie time heini;, 'riiere was imt a t^ar- 
liele of tlio '"hrapf” and pretension whivh laid 
eausc<I ino to distrust everylhinir he said. As we 
walked from [>laee to place he kejit at a res^Ms tfol 
distance fnan tlie pa,sseugers, and never intlink'd 
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liilust'ir ii]ion limn, llion^li ho wns alwfiys roarly 
lo ansvvor arty t|nosli(iiis. Al'lor n Ihrec-houiV run 
wo roliinioil lo tlio 

I lijul pxjHHlotl limt the party woulil jn-ofor to 
tiji iilioroj aft or tlioir soii-voya^e, and take up 
thoir rc^sidenee tor onr .stay at (lie princip:il hotel; 
Imt lliev tJiani felted no i?ueh intent ion. A.s Ihev 

« 4' 

had taken nothing on i^hore witli them, 1 had told 
the steward to have dinner ready for them at the 

4> 

usual lumr. The port quartei-boat, whieh was 
mine, had eome to the hiiuling-jdace, and the 
l>arty cm harked. 1 iaivited Mr. (’ornwtjod to go 
on hoard wltli me, and he :KTe[>led tlje invitation* 
He took Ids |>laec in the fore-sheets of the boat, 
apparently for the jmrjKJSC of maintaining his re- 
sjveetfid distanee from the passcngei’s, 

In a few minntes \vc were on the deck of Iho 
Svlvania, The passengers retired to tlie <‘ahin^ 
and C{)rnwoo<l follcjwtal me to niy slafe-rooni. 
As soon as we onten'd tlie ataiilincnt Ins manner 
underwent a sudden change. lie was as free and 
familiar as fie ha<l been at our interview on hoard 
ill tlie morning. As 1 interpivted his eomiuet, lie 
eonsiderctl himself on an entiR> equality with me, 
wldle he intenchM to treat my jiassengei's with the 
utmost def( 4 ‘enee and i-espeet* I did not olyeet to 
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Ills view of the re]:i(if>iis to ho fo toy 

j):isseii^er,s imd luy^^elf; ou llie c<jn1r,uy, liit^ view 
\v:is piiH-it?ely niy own. 

Wlint isi your priee for t!ie sorvivo you ]im¬ 
pose to render, Mr. Corn wood?'' J disked, wlicii 
\vc wTi\! seated. 

Fire dollurs n day, inchidinfr Snndnys/' he 
n'[)lietl, without any liesitiitioii. "Of eoursc this 
salary is besides iiiy hoard and all expenses.” 

" Tliat is only lliiee limes my own wa^es,” I 
:ulde<l with a smile. 

"If you will engage me for a year, I will call 
it lifiy dolhu’s a month, and he glad to make 
tins slight reduetioii of two-thirds,” lie answered 
promptly, and with the most easy asstinmee. "I 
tan make hay only when llic sun shines, eaptaln ; 
and 1 could make more at your viages twice over 
than I ean at my own. The vear is not often 
more than four mouths loni? for iiiv hnsiness. I 
attend upon lii'st-elass parties only, and 1 charge 
ciiihl dollars a day when I am eii<ifsme<l for only 
a singde week. Your party want to go uyi the 
St. Johns for at least a niontli. However* if vou 
oVijeet to IliG price* tliere is a parly at the *St. 
Augustinc Hotel who want me for a week to go 
to Indian Fiver with them. Thc‘\' are wdlllng to 
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me leii dolhirs :i dny ; hiif I j)refer if> witii 

your iviity ;d 1 !k‘ jnire 1 luiiuid/' 

” i iuu vei v iiuu-h oliliLTc^d to you for lliis ni:ii‘k of 
<1 *• 

eoii.-^uleruliim on your jwtrt,'' I re|ilie<l. llion^h 
YOU me a perfei^t ^tnini^er to me, 1 ?^uj>pose it 
vvouM not 1)0 roj^arded a.s un insult for mo io ask 

•r^ 

for any t(^slinionialsd' 

•b- 

Xot at alL d'liondi 1 could jiroeiiro a hudioL 
or two of lliem, 1 <lo not hapjioii to liavc any with 
me; l)ut 1 will refer you to (lie larjdltn'ds, and to 


anv resi(leijt t>f ^1. Auirustine.” 

■ H • 

lie seeined 1o he ready to answer anythinu^ I 

K- y- 

ctnild ask him, and he named n dozen ]>ersons of 
wIkuu J nii!j:lit im|uire in regard to him* U liile 
tlu‘ passengers were on slnn'c in tlie forenoon, 1 
hatl tlireeted the h:inds to s})rcad the awnings on 
tlie <|uarier-de(k and forecastle* When dinner 
was over the party seemed to he very well satis- 


tied to remain on la^ard after their walk, tor after 
file sea-voyage the exeili<m tired them. Owen 
told me tliev should not iro on shore again, and 

1. I. ■ 

I deviated to iiujuire into the character and aiite- 


cedents of M]'. Ofirnwood. 

Wlien we came np from dinner 1 fomul Owen 
smoking his cigar on the I'orecastle* My passen¬ 
ger asked (’ornwood a question, and itiey were 
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POOH cn<^iisrod ill ootivor^ijiliori in rcirunl to I’loi'iflsu 
Tjikin^ lilt! [jorl lumt, wiili Wn I'owniim mihI linp 
Ttijjsl'onl, 1 Ic-ft llic sti‘iiiiKT. I tliil not ovm luko 

till" trouble f<i tell the luue I vvus ^osii^* 

If iny iiujuirie!? were sulisbietorily uiisvrt retl * i in- 
teiuled to cn^.ts^e Inni fur tlie time we reiiiuiin'fl in 
Florida, lie bad ineiitioiu'd the nan jo td' a fbinily 
that boarded on the west side of tbo f il \% near the 
San SebjLstiaii Kiver, ami 1 tleeidtit} It^ Jiiakt! the 


lirst jm|uirios there* 

1 .steered tlie iKiat jinitind the jioinl iiitf) the 
river, and soon passed the riHire thiekly set I led 
poll ion of the town. Oraiiiie srroves lined the 
sIkut, and the fragnmt jasmine seeiUtHl the air. 
If I had not been all winter in the tropirs, I 
slumld have gone into oestiisics over the seene that 
was spread out heforo me. lUit oi^ange groves 
were noliiinsj; now to me now, and I was familiar 
with hanaua and jjalm trees. 

I eon Id not be insensible to the beauties of the 
region, and in llnit iniid atmosphere 1 eould not 
help enjoying it. On the shore were tlie dwcll- 
jiiirs of wcaltliv men wlio spent thedr winUns in 
tills delightful loealitv* Soon we came to a house, 
on the very hank of the riv<‘r, with a kind of 

K.' 

pier built out into the river, at which several sail 

4 


m 
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find row 7mats wcmx* iiKKirod, 'riiis was tfic lar-ro 
Ixianlin^^-honsc! to vvliUli 1 liiid Ijcoii diroctud hy 
(lie Floridian* 

1 idenlilicil it froni his de8t'ri[>li(jii sonio time 
boloro wo miclicd it* As (lie huat approaelicd 
the house, and I ran in towards the pioi% 1 noticed 
theiv was a ^vv'dt coin motion in (lie viiinitv, Tlio 
jnniales were rnshiiii*: out of the house, netn'oes 
wore rinininsr liere and there, ajjpaienliy willnait 
any settled t>urpose, and not a few ivoiiicn ivero 
seivainini^* 

** I wonder what the nialtor is nt lha( house/^ 


I said to the oarsmen, who were hack to tfic seene, 
and ooiil<l sec notliini^ of it* 

•i 

"flatter enough, I sliotdd ^?ay,” rejdied Ben 
Bowman, who i>nlled the how-oar, as he locjked 
behind him, "The house is on lire I 

The immense live-oaks that half eoncealed the 
house from my view had prevented me fi'oni see¬ 
ing tlie volume of smoke and llaiiic tliat was nsin« 
from one corner of tlie mansion* Tlie fire had 
jilready made eonsiflorafilo progress* 

"fiive wav, lively, niv men T railed to tliG 

% h 

rowers. \\’e shall be needed there**' 

Ben and Hop pulled a strong stroke, and they 
exerted themselves until the oars bent before their 
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vigorous iuus<'los* 1 llio lioul for soino stopjf 

1 s:iu' oti Ike [jier, imd h\ a few nioioeuts more vve 
'were willjiii liailtiig dLslaiu'e t>f llie wlmrf* 

" \V;iy ciKuigh 1 I ealled to the oarsmen. Tliey 
ceased rowing, and Jn'oiight their oars Ui a }icr- 
pcndieular, man-of-war fashion, as reiiidreti !iy our 
koat-drilL 

lk*n lh>wnian went to the l>ow, fended ofl\ and 
then juinjKul asliore witli the [ninfer in liLs liand. 
Hop Tossford and I followed him in gootl order, 
as idl were instrneted to move wlien in the hf>ats; 
and in a moment we were on the [her. My men 
hroUo into a nm for the scene of the tire; hut I 
moved more slowlv, and studied the situation as 
I walked up flic ivliarf. 

The inmates of the liouse and the neighlKjrs 
who iunl gathered ajvpeaixjd to he in utter con¬ 
fusion, and ineapahlo of doing anytliing, if there 
was aiivlliimr that could lie done. It secniied t<i me 

1. n“ 

(hat the tiro had progressed too hir to he cheeked, 
and that the entire dostniclion of the house was 
inevituhle* lUit certainly some portion of tlie proji- 
erty in the hiulding etniUl he saved, and the ]>eo- 
ple seemed to have no ]k>wci' e^'en to attend to 
this duty. Our boat's erew could set a good ex- 
ainjile in this way. if in no other; and 1 Imrricd 
niv steps as so(i?\ as I i-oiihl deeide what to do. 
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vigoroiLS niTLs<'lt>^, 1 hrruUni lh^^ fiont lor mum slops 
I snw oil I ho niui in ;i low iiiniiionts in{nxi we 
wore williiti hniliiig (iktuTH o ortlio whnrf. 

" Wtiy enoii^h ! " I cvillocl lo the Oiirsiucir. They 
ceiijfod rowing, jind hroiight Ihoir onrs to n ])er- 
lw‘iulioiil:ii% iniiiMjf-vvjir fnsiLioii, as mpiired hy otir 
boat ‘tlrilL 

J?on !5ownian went to (lie Iww, femlod oH', and 
then jiini[iod ashore witli the ]>;d]iler in his liand* 
Ilo[) "rosslonl and I followed him in good oixler, 
as all were instmided to nuA^c wlion in the boats j 
and in a iiiotncnt wo on (he pier. My men 
bi\>ko into u run for the scene of the lire; lait I 
moved more slowlv', an<l studied the siliialion 4 is 
I walked up dic> wli^irf. 

The inuiates of Iho house and the ncigliimrs 
who had gathered appeared to be In uller eon- 
fusion, and ineatJablc of doing anything, if there 
Avas anything that could be done. It seemed lo me 
(hat the lire laad jn'ogressed too far to lie ( heeked, 
and that the entire ilcsli in-licm of llic house was 
inevitable. But eerlainly some portion of the prop¬ 
erty in tlie buihbng ecmhl be saved, and llie ]m'o- 
ple seemed to have no power even to attend lo 
tbisdulv'. (hir boaTs crew eonkl set a g<Jod ex- 
ample in Ibis wav'. il in no oilier j and T hurried 
mv >\v\\s as soon as I could decide what to do. 

f n 
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As soon SIS 1 IIh; ^^ssrdoii in 11n> rorir of 

tin' bonso, 1 lomHl [\nw usis scntioMiln^ more; Iin- 
jjorlnnt to Ik; ^lom; fbsin runiiinix;. A 

Iknnjin whom 1 jiielgesl to bo siboiit folly yosirs of 
si^o vvsis on llio point of ritsliing into tho burning 
liDUsc when he wsis held }>sKk hy others* d'lioy 
SSI id the stiiirs ivere sihvndv ni ilsuiies, smd the 

V 

second story could he reaclieel o!ily from llio oiit- 
sble. 

" M y dEniglilcr is nslccp in the cortitT-room I 
giisjKHl the gentlcinan, pointing to the uindow of 
the ehainlicr* 

';riic next instant Hop Tosslbrd was running up 
the posts of the veruiidsn 
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C^IAPTKR 



JiAVKH YVJni THE UUUMXa HOl'SE. 

I )Y this time tlie llinnas, whidi ii:ul heen t-onfinM 
y to lijilf !i do^^en windows, were liTOiikini^ out 
through the I’otif of the iioiisc* Pen nowiuan sind 
1 followed HojJ Tossford to the roof of the ve- 
I'iihda, whieh surnninded the huilding, though, hh 
we hud waited to hear more of the situation, wo 
were eonsiderahly l>ehit5d litiii. \Ye al! at 1 011111*1 ed 
the ascent hy dilleiimt posts. Tliat which Ih-n 
took sli|>pod out, ami tmnlilcd over i and the fire 
was so hot ^vlici\! I was that I had some dithculty 
in "ettiiiji: a I'oothold on the roof* 

1 had hardly aceouiplishcd niy purjioso when I 
heard a scream* The next instant 1 Siiw llot> leap 
fVoin the window near the corner ^chh a lade In 
his arms. 8he was still seivaming; hut it a[>* 
pcared I hat she hud iK'on alannc<l only at iindiiig 
liei^elf in the arms of a stranger* Hhe Inul not 
been aroused from her sleep till Hop lifted her 
from the hed* 


l>o^vs on, 


fi-i 


(li’i k'-haiid M'l lift' on lifi" foot, ets sooiii ;is ho 
io:h‘iu'^l Iht’ ittof i]f' l!io vontntn. Slit^ Inokoil 
itljoul 3ior, ju!(l slvo oou3<l ivo( liolj) uwl lioai'- 

llio (lovouriii^ Ihiiiifs. iSlio ooinprolunHltMl tlio 
tiifuitllon, tmd (-t^sisod to soronriK \\y tliis litno !i 
lathlor ^vus to tlio roof llio vtsmiidii, niid 

iLs sium SIS Hop saw tlio top of it, ho assisted the 
huly dosoond, wliieh slio a<“ooiiipli.sh(3d sidoly, 
1 SEiw hoj' ill the aniLs of hor father, and both of 
Iheiii were M cepiitix* 

As soon SIS I saw 11 lilt tlie yotiiig l:idy wjis sEifn, 
I led the wsiy into the rooms on the side of the 
house wliieli was not yet on lire, though the Ihtsnes 
were now hreaking into tiu tii, and [>roeeeded to 
til row out the bsiggiige anti other ml irie.s we founds 
Hop took the ehnmbei' fi^oni whieh he had just 
saved the oeeupEint, and itmiovcd n trunk sind siU 
the drawers of a huresm. I'hese jirtu les n cre t iir- 
ried down the Isidder Im" the gue-st^? and othora. 
W<‘ worked until wrs were driven from tiie ve- 


r:nid;i bv the jlanies* 

h- 

\\'hen I reaehed the irroniid, I found the Isidy 
who liad been ssivod out on the pk'r with licr hitlier, 
with tlieir trunks whieh had been reinovoii there 
by the latter. Slie had triinsterred from the 
drawers of the bureau brought out hy Hop, all her 
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\md cj^uitLi riic^ovort'd Irniii lii'i’ fi iglii. 
mat inori^ Ui;ii; .sixlet^n, emu I willi tlit‘ t‘X- 


<TptI(HM>r Kdilli S]it’|jiinl, I iK^vrr s:i\y ]>rrllii;r 


" ^Vc iiiv tindor vi!iT gtTiit. (dtligiilions to yniij 
jICTitliinicii," siiid llie (Eitlinr (lin f:iir voting Indy. 


"1 :uii siii‘ 4 ^ luy diuighto]- woidni liavt^ iRnisovd 
v itlinsil tlkC nsssistanvi: of ono of your iiiiiidHT.’' 

" ThLs is the voung mim lliiiL IjioEiglit your 
diiiiglilor out of tlie hou.'^t:,” 1 replied, pointing to 


IIo[!. 

"1 thank voti with all niv heart and scaul for 

V 

what you hare done,” said tlic straugei, taking 
Hop's liaiul. ''It seems that my daughter 
asleep wiien you entered her ehjuuher, and .slie 
would surely Inive In'en burned to death without 
ycjur hold eifoidd' 

" And I thank vou with all uiv heart and sold 1” 
exHainied the young lady, hlushing as she took 
tile hand of her gallant deliverer. "I was fsist 
asleep when you lifted me from the hed, and I 
oidv sereaiiied hceause 1 tlioiiglit some man was 
carrying nio off. At tirst, ] liiouglit it was a 


dream.” 

" I n as very eliimsy about it; and 1 beg your 
pardon for frightening you so. 1 might liave 


!)<>^^ \ JiO[ rir; tm, 



lirToro f Ititik you I'nna tin? kcd. But I 
Iksvo liud ru» ir) ,snrli d 

llci])* "1 s[i!ill kiiou^ Im'IIci* Ikjvv \u do it. 
liiue,” 

" Von did It oxcf^odlngl}^ s:iid lire My, 

■willi enipluisis* 

''It inettei's little liou^ it wsi?? done, so it wjis 
dtnie,’' s:dd tlie fetlier. 

''VlMt is Jnst wliet I think, psqm, I eim't ex- 

]>re.ss :iTiyl!jing ut ull tluit [ tee! tovvurds this geii- 
for the gnud servlee he Iiels done ine. 1 
wish I eould Sitv Inst wlmt is in inv lieni’l ! ex- 
ehiijiied the lair voniig lady. 

" i iiiii very glad \'<hi tan not/' !id{led Hop, who 
seemed to he etiiharrassed hy the gnililude ot the 
yoiniiT hide and her ial!iei\ 

" U'l; sEudI never Ihrgt't the service of this young 
gentleinaii. Kver^ ljodv else vvas pJiiidvKed. and 
nnahle to do aiivtliinir/’ eontiiuied the stranger, 
1 hart been to walk j and tin nn"^ return I saw the 
siiKike tong hefoix? I reache d the house* I did not 
lliiidc of niv datiirhfer lieing In her room at llrst, 

-I- 

hut it oeeurred to nie that she lias heen in die hahit 
of taking a nap aftej^ dinner lately. As 1 did not 
see her .tnioiig tlie other [leojite of the iionse, I was 
paralysed liy the thought that she might he asleep.' 
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"I owe niv IHe lo youv rtmiin^s 


f;h;ill this sen it t\ !inV iiinre lliriH in.V 

luMeti the ymnig hui^, sis she lK\st<iwtsi n 


Irit ht'r," 
tfi'iilt'i'id 


Jook upon Hop. 

"^\'o shs^ll see intJi-e of yt>ii, ^enllvmt ri; unci I 
Iioiie I sliull l>e sihk: lo prove to you lint I profJ- 
evW value llio service you ksivo nuKlort^d. liul, 

4 ' ■■ 

Mui 'oe. we iiyq lunietl out ot liouso suisl lioioe Icy 

“ T 


tlu' liixj. 




lJut we liuve suvecl ull t>ur lii£j:^3i*re, tlisinkH to 
these «^entleiiU!3i I VCo ure not so hHolly olf as 

\y ■• 

some of the people in the liouse, who must liave 
lost cventhinir.'^ 

"TlieiH^ ure some others here wlio will liuve oe- 
eusiou tf]i he thimkfal for votir iirrivul: for I iloift 

n 

think smvtliincr wouM lisive been s^iveti if vou Ind 

n- r * 

not tsiken the le;uL Ihif, ^fsir^ie, we hu\'eii’i cvcii 
Si eurrisige to convey u^^ to a licit el 

"1 think I cun msmsige that for you, sir,” f in¬ 
terposed* We can lake you send your trunks into 
our hout, and coin-ey yem to the other side of Hits 
town.” 


” Thsiuks j you SUV very kind* Hot wv niv not 
willing to take up iin\' moiv of your liiue/* jiro- 
tcste<l lliesimnger* " IWsides, I doift know .vheiv 
to go» unless we take the next tr.iin for duckshou- 


KnU'N Sf H Tit ; {JIJ, 



villo ■ |(ir :i(hI m'Ik'h \\ u * iirrh'od \\ ’^wk 

iiijii, th(' liultds Miul iM>rLi'f!ir]:^-]i(>u,sos wrro ;i[l full 


to t>Vi'i‘ilo\viiiij;. ] (siih'i^ol ill wlicrr I wiis l>v tlic 
l;iii[cilovd iind liis cbul^tl((''r irivriijj tis (hoir rooms, 
wliilr thc'v wont to ;i of :i fi ioml. IViliitps 


^vo li:ul Itollor U :ivo Iho jjliico iit oitcOj for I tnii 
i?niv w'o cjiiri tltid lodgiiiifs, I looked tlic: pbtee 
utl over lor :irooniiiiod:Llion.s/' 

But wo lu’o loo liito to Itsavo the place toHiiuflitt 
pupa,'" IT]died Mar^rie, and both she ami licr 

fallier seemed to be very aiLsious about tins Bitmi- 
tion. 


Wo shall liiid some kind of aeeornmodafioiis at 
the hotels, though it he nothing 1 letter than the 
servants’ rooms. They won’t let iis sleep in the 
streets,” mlded the father, more elieerbdU'. 

" 1 think r can fake rare of’\'on for a few davsd' 

■ • 

I interposed; "'at any rate, until you find better 
fjnartei’s,” 

"" Pardon me, sir; but you look likesaihirs; and 
you all went ii|> the jiosts under llie veranda as 
tliough yon were saiku's,” addecl the gentlemain 

" We aiT sailors, and we belong to a steain-yaeht 
h'ing at anchor on the other side of the city,” I 
replied, will take you and your daughter 

around to lier, with vour bagi^age : and then you 
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no 


cnn nirikfi such ftfr Iht^ fiiluro i\i< y<’Ti 


di'^siro*” 

'MVo thank voii: mu nru vi^rv' k\\v\, and ua« 
aciTpt your ollbi%” saltl tliu g<ai( l^■^uall. " I’ia: 
jilsur -“^o cn>’ivdrd willi visitors Ihal il is vory 
dilikailt to ^cL nnytlitiig tloiu! for you ; jnid wo 
mi^dit liavo to ,stav hviv t\ lotiir time la Ibia^ wi; could 
get a vsirringc to convey lis mid our lu^^gag^o to 
aiiotlicr jdace. Besides, this tiro will luru fort}' 
or lifly 1 ) 00 ])lc out of their houso^ and llioro will 
be nil hierensed demand for rooms.” 


"1 can take care of yon for a f(!W days, at any 
raic^” 1 rcidled. ” Wit tlio.so trunks into the fore 
.sheets of llie boat, Ik'U.” 

The trunks and tlte oilier baijiraire were stou’c<l 

“■i 

in the forward part of the boat, ami I assist cal the 
fjiir .stranger and her father to the eiishioned seats 
in the stern sheets* When we were alt in* the 
boat was pretty well loaded down. Ikai shoved 
lier well olf into the stream, and 1 took the liiler- 
lines, seated between niy two [):issei!gers. 

L j> oars! Let tall! (iive uay I ” I conliiuiiML 
givi]ig the usual ordtu's. Hen and Hop bent to 
their oars, M hiie aSI ot us look a [larliug \ ievv of 
the scene of the lire* The house was burned to 
the gruinid; and it seemed to uie that iiearlv the 


00 
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wlitili' pi>{uilntiuti uf iiiu <‘ily Was hi the 

virinily, A lirt* was imt a roTiinxiii tiling* aiul 
vv(‘iii to siH» it as !i cainiishy* 

"I’liy month of Maivh is oiio of Iho most tvyiiig 

in tho wlu^lo wwv in llni Xoitlu ami vast nuniliers 
« 

of pi'ojilo liad fonm down MoriJa to t‘Stvn>e its 
rigors. Ah tlio walinuig-plavos in tliv Slatv woru 
ci'owtlod with visitors* ami in St. Angtislitio* the 
most {io[ni1ar iX'sort* llirix; was not a sxirailt room 
i<i Ivo had. W hilu my now jjassoug<n‘s Wia*(> gashing 
at llie romaiils of the iiro and llio crowd iliat 
snrroanded IlieniT I hegiiu to think how I should 
disj>nse oi' my guests on hoard of the Sylvaiiia. 
I was not quite willing to intrude upon Owcii^s 
parly liy jiuttiag them in the a her cabin ; but t 
could easily make two rooms of the captaiifs large 
apailnient* wliile Washburn and 1 found quailci's 
in I lie forward cabin. 

The viiroixms strokes of Ben and Hop soon 
lu’oiiglit us to th<‘ steaineix hlie passeiigei*s were 
still sealed mnler tlie awning of the tiuailer-deck; 
and t )wen Inul tinisUed his cigar and joined ^liss 
Kdilh, whose sliadow lie was wlieu his tigar did 
lit»t need altenticuK 'rhevall rose troiii their seats 
when they saw thal I had comf>an>% for of course 
tlieir curiosity was ewiled. Wa [>niled around 


W* LIP ■ ' ^ 
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the iift'rii, iUid rsiHic up Iti 1 lit^ port wiierc 

Iho .stops wore ri^^zod oi^t. 

Hoj» Tossturd h:ni<lo<l Miss .Margie up llie stojjs 
to tluj deok, while 1 assistocl Ihi' geiifIonian, wiiose 
lumio I did uol yid kitow, (lioudi 1 had read '"P/J'd" 
on the ends of the Irunks. I ooiidiudwl the lunv 
passtMigors to the eaptaiirs room. I w anted \\ 
Iniru, in order to litivts him reiiiove Ids elolhcs aiicl 
other artkdcs into the lorward eahin* W hen I 
lookoil liir him. he wsis with the pal ly on the rjuar- 
tet^derk. I wont to him. in a few words I ex¬ 
plained the situation Ic^ him. lie was very willing 
to ehangc his (jiiartciv?, and declared that he woiihl 
sleej) the fore-yard, if nccessar>'. 

*■ I heg your [nirdun^ (Ja plain Alieki, hut what 
hjul von in the hoatV^' asked Owen, a.s \\ ashl>i,ira 
went IbiAvard. 

"1 had a gctitlcuvm and his dauglilcr, with their 
luggage, as we siiy in ICnglandy^ 1 replie<l. 

" I Ijeg your pardon again ; hut wlm an: Iho gen¬ 
tleman and his daugliler?” 

I haveift the least idea. Tliey were in a house 
over the other side of the fity» and some ivay n|>* 
whieh ha.s just heen liurued to the ground , Very 
likely that young lady would hav'C been burned to 
death if Hop had md lirouglil henail of [ler room. 







02 DOWN smiTii; on* 

where" shc! w;is jislnep. Kvtvrv hotel jind hosirelin;^- 
houses in the jihiee i.s full* :unl they ]]a<l tio jihice lo 
^o : so 1 hi'oughl them on hoard till (iioy cun liiid 
a lu^tel/* 

Very good of you - hut vviial were j ou just 
saviuii: to Itohsv^?” deTuandett Owen. 

" I told him lo move his traps out of our room j 
and i sliall ilo the i«uue with mine/' 1 rofjlied, 

" Y ou n il! do nothing of the sort/’ protested my 
cousin. 

What’s the rca.son I won’t?” 

^Mh'cause the lady shall have mv stale room: 

■•' »■ ^ 

and her lather and I will just take herths in the 
cabin.” 

licforc I could say anything more, Owen rnslied 
down into the cabin, and 1 followed him. 
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niAlTKR VL 

MOON‘L!GllT AND ML’filC ON nOARD. 

O AVEX fsilled the ,stc\viir<l ;iml (he wuiler, and 
(Utxjded tliciu to move all hiii liiiffflii^e from 
the shite-rooiiK lie ftssiritcd htins^clf hi the work, 
aiul seeineil to he very ima-li io earnest* 

I don't ask yon do this, Owen j and I didzdt 
expert yon to do it,” I ]>rotesled* 

Did you expect me to he a swine?” demainled 
lie inili^jnantly* 

w * 

" Xo, certainly not; Imt I have no ri^ht to do 
anythiu^ lo deprive you of the conifoit yon pay 
for,” I replied* 

"But who are those people, Alick?” 

"They haven't even given nie their names; I 
know notliing whatever in regard to (hern. Rather 
than have them stav' out in the street, 1 was ready 
lo give up uiy room.” 

"It's all right, Alick* Give flic lady my state¬ 
room, and \ will take a liertin The eurlalns draw 
out in swell a way as lo make a little room tn front 


T)OAV\ Til ; nrs, 


Ot 


of hunk, atlf^ I sliull ho Juj^I ns ivoll nfl' ns in 


inv rocini/^ 

1 (loift liki' to hi!VP ytni do Uiis, W'oii'l yon 
t;iko iiiy room? 1 will Jinvo It Hik'd up lh]‘ \'on 
in ;us ^ood stylo :is this onhin ; niid il is twiro :is 


Inr;;o ns tliis rtjoni.” 

T thnuk vou, A lick* T pslmll lie v erv coin- 

I* I- 

foiljihlo in one of those hcrtlis. Let me hear no 
more ohjecfioiis* Now firing the goutleiiinn nnd 
his dnnglitor down Info flio cnliin, nnd nssm’e them 
they Eire ns ^vc3conK^ ns they woukl he in their own 


1 louse.” 

11 wns useless to snv nnvtliiiisc more to Owen : 

■ i * 

for when ho insistetl on hnvinij his own wnv, he 
lijid it* 1 wont forwnrd nnd invited llie stinngers 
below. Ikm hroiii^ht Ihetr fl unks and other Unix- 
gage after them, nnd they were soon instidled in 
their now (jiinrtcrs, 

^V'h^^t ;i lovely Illflo room Ioxelnimed .Miss 
M:irgie* ns 1 shou‘ed the stuto-rooin. "If is ever 
.so much nicer than the one 1 Jiad in the steamer I 
came Eioross the ocean in ! ” 


I siEU sorrv I liiive not. Einotlier stafivroom for 
* 

voiu sir,” I .said to her fnllier, eis I came onf of 
* 

the d:iug!]ter's room. "lUil we will do the best 


YACdT ADVKNTtUlES IN riX>RTl>A* 

I pulled out liic slide Ut wliieh Ihe curtains ^vere 
ufiarhcd* iu IVoiiit of unc of the licJihs. 

Nothing could bo belter thfiii lluitd' replied 
the gfMitlcmun, 'villi cnthiisiasiiT. Wo am heller 
lod^-x'd tlmu we were in tliat boardiiig-hcuise. The 
oulv fear is that we nm intruding/' 

" Xot at all, Bu\ The gcnUeinan that charters 
the yacht wished me In sa_v to you that you are as 
wedcorne as you could he hi your own house^” 

will soon pay my resjiects to hinu I dare 
say lie is the owner of tins di'liirhtful llHle craft/ 

r ■ 

" No, sin he only charters her.” 

" And who is the owner of lier?" 

" 1 am tlie ouiiev, sir/* 

" Bless me ! Vcai are c|uilc a young man to he 
the owner of such a hne lillle vessel/* Haid the uev 
passeiigin'. W'ill you favor me with your iisimc?” 

Alexander Garninghaiu,” I replied, tint sup- 
po.siiig iny name could ho of an\" parthadar couse- 
^juciiee t<i him. 

Garni ughani! I half siispccfed it!” ejaeuhitcd 
the irontlemam " I have a lei ter f(w you.” 

A letter forme, -sir!” I exelaiuied, wondering 
who could have gi\'eii hlni such a missive.” 

" It is vciy .stiiuige that 1 shcaild stumble on 
you in this manner, when 1 have been iookiiig 
5 
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iir> 


for you sill ovor fliu rminhy,” rnnlirniod i\m ^en- 
tlcuTsin, f'luulilini' hh ])oi kct.s lor tli« k^lUir* 

I JihiUKt iAiUii to Uin coiK kif^ioii tlasit he wils a 
"fnuidj” tnin^ U> i>l:iy some Irkk upou me, in 
llie iutci’ost i>l' Booiiisl^y, or s(jrne utlier 

tie^i^^ning person, ulion ho pr<>clmc(l tlie letter* 
lie iimided it to me. I instmitiy reeOj^rnizetl the 
peeulkir linmlwritin”: of luy fsilher. Jt thrilled me 
to luy very soul. 1 gisiueod et the siijjem-rijjtion, 
]t vvius my mmic in the Isimilhir writing* Under it 
was, liy the lemd of the I Ion, Psirdon 'J’i thmy/’ 
"Mr, Tiilkny, I am very lisipjiy to meet you/* 
I wlien I hsid rend whnt was on the outside 
of the letter. 

"Captain Alick Chnningham, T am more tlum 
hsijipy to see you/’ lie rc'^died, grnsinij^ ruy hniid. 
" 1 knovv all about you from your fsilher/’ 

I exeused myself, and (jpened tlie letter; hut it 
was only sin iutroduetion, written just hefojvi my 
father staiicti fcjr India* lie spoke of Mr, Tltrany 
as his best and truest friend in kiiglsind, who wn^ 
to travel a yesir or more in Anveriea, 

"How lon^ have you been in this eonntry, Mr. 
Tilhin\'.'^" I aske(l, tliiiikiri^ it very stian^i*, from 
tlie date of the letter, that 1 Jiad not iHieii him Ijo- 
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'' lluin frvur montU:^. I wus ill after voui 
fiitliur JiLirliMl for (ndia^ and was unaldo to leave 
lioiue till i^ix iiiojiths later than I liafi intended/* 
lie replied. " 1 suppose you hear from your father 
(Xa’asitniallv?” 

" I liave iK)t heard from Iiim since he left, for 
India/’ I ix^idicd, 

I s;dv that he kiiciv notliing of the events which 
Iiad oc(‘Hired since I left Lake St. Clair. It to(>k 
me an hour to tell the story in fulL He seemed 
to he grt^ally astonished when I told him that the 
person who ehaidered tlie steani-yaeht; was my 
cousliL Owen (laniingham. ilc knevv most of the 
family^ Ihougli he had never met Ovvcii, who had 
been away at school^ or on Ids trai^cis on the Con¬ 
tinent, wlien he vissiled my father. 

.Mi ss ^largie had come out of her state-roon 
some lime heforc 1 tinislied my story ; hut slm 
hu.sied hemlf with a hook till we ha<l concluded 
our confoixmce. I asked them hotli to go on decl* 
with me, and I introduce<l them to my passeEi- 
gers. Owen did not 3i[>i)Ojir lo know Mr. TilTany 
or lo know of him when Ids njimc was mentioned- 
I thought It uas best not to s.iy iuiything at pi-es- 
ent, Both <d‘ the guests woj^^ treated with tho 
utEimst eon sk lend ion and kindticss hy Owen and 



08 
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tho "I'lu" slory of fivo \sm,s rchonriscd^ 

;mu[ M:ii'jfie \v:is 1 !k! liorniiic of t!ic hour, 

'I'Uo jiOorEioon wrts wfMrin^jf a^r:iy, jitifl 1 had 
yv\ inado no iiiquinoi^ in rogard to (Jornwood. I 
know n<Jl wiioro 1 :o fnxi llio jjoo.sou fo whom hn 
lijul roforrod mo nt Iho !iou80 wbioh Irul hecn 
liuonofL E oixloivd iho boat agaiiu JUid woTit on 
tilhiro. I found a ptuly att one cd' the ImteU wlio 
had o3n]>](jyo(l tlie Fhnidtun^ iiud llioy spoke in 
iho hiirliost toniis of liim. The natives of St, 

4 . 

Auirustiiie usually smiled when I aisked about 
C\>rinvotjd; liut ms erne ssiid anythiug against him 
tliat 1 did not know — thsit he wsis "jiiry^' and 
^dvon to bixM'-d^ II was ulHnit d;uk when I re- 
tuinocl, liul the FloridiaiT was still on board. 

"1 lun sorrv to liear tbiit (A)lonel KsUveirs boiiso 

■r* 

lias been burned,” S3(i<l Ctsi'invofnl, 1 tiime <m 
doeli. It was doinsf ai good tmsiuess, and Ibo 
lire will lie n heavy blow to the Colonel. I 
pose you heanl nothing bad alaout me.” 

^'Nothiiv verv bank I engage you ait the ternis 
you nainiC'd for the lime the steain-yaielit reinaiins 
hi Floridan” T added, "You will have ai berth in 
the forward eaibin, ami Tnes,s with the oflicers,” 

” You will halve no ocvai.sion to regret wliait )'ou 
have done/* mnd the Floridiam, eonlklenllix 
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" t hojjc not, Now, can you fuitl a waiter for 
luo';''" 1 contillUi‘(]l^ iwplaiiiing the ucccl of atUii- 
ti<jual help iu llio i>tevriinT« (k'pai'tmoiiL 

'"A waiter! Fifty more than fticre are in tlie 
city eoulil tltul in one hour/' sahl lie, lauirh- 

inu at the ajit^n'enl: ahMiriiiLty of the (iue,slioin 
"However, as you have at)j>lkHl to me, I liave no 
chiuht I can tiiul one for y<iu.” 

"Do you tliink von can?” 1 asked, nitlicTanx* 
JoUsly. "1 have a<]de(l two mory! pci’sons the 
com Jinny to he eaml for at the eahin-table, and 
we shall ^et nothing to eat in the forward calnii if 
we iloift have more help.” 

" Vtni shall have a waiter If I luive to lake 
him out of the diniujf-rcknii of the St. A unfits! i no 
Hotel/' it'idied Mr. Corn wood, with as riiueh as-^ 
smaiiL-e as tJniugh all tlio waiters in the city vrcrc 
under Ids eharj^e, 

1 sent him ashore in the starboard boat; and 
Buek aiul fjandy^ the cixiw, were glad to s|>end 
an liour In the d*y. In less than that lime the 
Floridian returned, and with him was the waiter, 
'When the new man came into my niom to see me, 
I was not a little siirjirised to tind he ivas the same 
"yellow mall'* 1 ha<l seen iu the boat that brou'j,ht 
off Ihe iTuide the Jirst lime he boarded the Svl- 
vimiu. 
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wjis a iviiijirksibly follow, ami 

1 Minii asi'odaimal tlj:i( lio was as iiitolilpaif sis lio 
was liiuiOsoniis His aaiiio was firilliii Ilo 

was noillifi" a SpanisiRl nor an Italian, but tin oolci- 
roon. 

Both (bo piiclo and (lie waiter luoa^iit off (heir 
in the boat. Ainoii^ the cliecls ol (hiiliu 
Lords I noticed a violin-rasc. Tom Sands, tbo 
cahiti-waiter, whom I bad olitained at Jackson- 
vilUs ]>layeci (ho banjo in the most artistic man¬ 
ner. Xcilher of the waiters wci'e anv common sort 
of cohered men ; and I soon found tliat race dis¬ 
tinct ions were vastly more insisted on by tlicse 
men than by any white nam on Iward, unless it. 
was the Floridian, 

\Ve liad a full talile in the forwartl cabin at su|)- 
per that ni^lit, aiul GriOin Leeds showed that he 
tljorouirhly underslood liis business, and that he 
^vas active and xtralous liesides. I was very well 
pleased with him, and so were all llic other ollicers 
of the steamer. 

It was a bri^lit moonli^lit evening, and the air 
wu-s soft and balmy, f sjit with (be [Ktsschirers 
under (he awning on the ijuarler-dec^k. By this 
time K<lith and Maririe ]ia<] ^rot alonrr far enouirb 
to sit with their amis around each others waists* 


TAniT AliVKNTlJRKH IN I LOUIDA, 


71 


One w€hiM think lliev luui kntnvii euch oilier for 
yenrs, ihey vveit*; i«n uilWtWe nrix; hilk- 
luiz about I he vo^-ngo iUnvn from tlie (Jrc'jil hukes, 
^vhon llio attention <it‘ llio wholo jaiily wji.s 
tiaetcil by fhe music; of ;i violin oij the liumoanc;- 
tkvk. 'J'in; instnuneut was well pluyecl, Ib'cs- 
cnlly the volunio of tho music was iiRTcascd liy 
the uchlition of a bmijo. 

"That's goock” sakl Owen. "1 think music^ 
oven if it isift Ih^t-ckss, is delightful rm the 
water,” 

" It is iiorfc'ctly charming! ” exclaimed Editli. 

"It seems almost like tairy-liuid P' added Mar- 


gie. 


I saw that all hands were in the gjinijivav: tlicn 

Ct* “ IL 

ti violoncello^ of whose existence on hojird J was 

not awan% was jiassed up to flic humLJiiiodcck. 

handy IVrkins played on this iiistiiiment, wliich 

lind hceii purchased ui S^t. George?. I knew that 

lien Bowman had I'ormcriy played in the Mont- 

onier<-v Brass Baud, and I saw him mount the 

ladder wiUi his cornet. In a few' minutes our 

hand was ]jlavitig "There's music in the :iii%” 

though the tiist atfempis were evidently not cn- 

tiix'lv satisfactorv to the musicians. After an 
# % 

hour's piuctice logellier the music improved. 


DOWN J^OUTH ; Ollj 


\\ t’' ,s:it o\\ till II l?i(e lioiir, Tho ijoxt duv, 
uinl<‘r lhc> pfukhiiwc t>f Mr, ('oniw^xxi, |}ic \yi\r\y 
visiu-d tlio ctM^uiiia quarries on Anastii^jja Jslaiid, 
nml wjirnliTtNl over tlie < itv hi the evriiii>ir 

tlio pUivt'il n^ain, rtniifom'd hy liie Flnridbiiq 

Avlu) p]a\a‘^l tlu^ tcmieU lie iold me (■ojdidoiit}!i iiy 
ttisil lu' w:is lull 111 llie lititiit wf pliiviiiiT with " iiijr- 
gois/' I ml lie was willing to do atiy tiling lo eon- 
triluile to liu' jikaiRive of the iHUly* 1 thouglii it 
Mils verv eondeseeudiii-f iu liijiu 

After lliixw days ut ^Vu^UHliiie we sailed for 
JacUsouvilk', 
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CHAITKR vir* 


THE ENEMY IN A NEW HUSINEKi?, 


\Tf 1C lijul tlu’OO ladies Oil Ijoai'd ; lni( "I’oni Saaidrf 
» T M-aii the liedmoni sloMiinl ajj well ua wnitcr, 
and 1 thoiiirlit tliis not juHt Ike ildiig. I ("line 
to tlie concUisioiiT before we left SL Angustkies 
tliiit we oiigbt to have a stewardess to iviiit iijxjii 
the ladies. 1 spoke to Coriuvrsod, and in n 
feiv hours nioi'c m'c hail (.liloe, the \\ ife tjf ( Snlliii 
Leeds, duly installed in that positiniu 

She had no children, and did not aijpear to he 
more tliaii twenty .vcai-s old. Slic was verv neat 
and lively, and the ladies ’wei'e nmdi pleased wi(h 
her. She bad had CNperkuiee on a Charleston and a 
St. Johns slefunor, d'he Idreeastle of tlie Svlvania 
had not been use<l on the eniise eNCOpt as :i stom- 
rooni, and 1 had this prejiared for the use of Leeds 
mid his wife. Peeks and Sands s^lejit in the cabin ] 
and if ll le stewardess was wanted in tlie night, she 
could be ealh'd. 

ll was only u six or seven Injui*^' run to Javk^ 
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uowN Mr^ rii ; o:{, 


K{^nvilli\ os]Mn‘i:illy iih we Uiul u strong 
wosh'i'ly l>nM‘/e\ :inc! ivirnetl :i]l wn'it la a<l<ti!ii}]i \o 
our skM]u. Wr. .slnrtud :\i jm early lioiii’ in llie 
Tuuniinir* ;h io liavo the tide ri^ht to cross tlie 
l>!ir at Itic inuulli of llie river. 


'' You aimlu't put that llag in the forc-ri^^ing/’ 
paid Mr. (Vniwood, when he diiseovcrcd the signut 
for i\ pi hit li\ ing, as we !i[>j>iTKielied the t>ai% 

Wliv not?” I asked, forgelling sonic of iho 
wontlerful things In; had told me lie could do. 

" 1 iiin a i>ilot for any waters of Florida, and I 
can lake the sleaincr sicross the l>ar as well as an}^ 
man you will pay for lids service," lie added, 
ajvparciifh’ hurl hy the appearanec of the ensign 
on llic foreinast. 

" But YOU Intve ncillier lirancb nor warnnit; 
*- 

juid if anything should happen to the Svlvania 
while she has not a regular pilot on board, iny 
passengers would never forgive me." 

'•]kil 1 know that bar as wcdl as 1 knew the 
rooms in iny father’s house," jirolested the Flo- 
ridiarn 

liut you are not an authorised pilot," T in¬ 
sisted. 

I con hi not sec why he was so st nauu ius about 
the matter, unless it was heeuusc lie thought 1 dis^ 
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i 

tnifitrd bi.s nbility. Tlio !ito:nni‘r wjls not iiwuif d, 
vio tlnit ili'pnulrJ iifioii llirtt i:n;ittf:r; IjuI T 

nut tinisl :i [>ilul uhn^u siliilily luid not. Ix'CU 
jjrovriL (\n'i\u'o(Hl Wits ((uilt; sulky stlxMit lh<j riiiit^ 
IVY for some time, and doctaiTd that , if ho was tr> 
lie of no nso on bcmicl tie dhl not care to roinain* 

I 

IIo had K{)nic self-iospoct» and lie could not take 
liis salary if ho did not ourn it. 

When the ]>ilot cnnio on hoiiid it pn>ved to ho 
the same one who hud taken ns over in Decoinber* 
He lia<l u ^veut deal to sav ahout the exciting' 
evoiils of lhal day; and a.s he stood at the wheel 
Ihj iisked inniiV (jueslioiis sdiout the stcuiner and 
the man who hud iiftemided to w i-eck her. 

" 1 took \\u ice schooner up to Jacksonville about 
ihrcHi weeks ago, and 1 stopped a clay in the cilyj’ 
said the pilot. You see, 1 live on Fort (leengo 
Island, and when 1 go up to the city I always 
come down again as soon a.s J can ; but this time 
I stopijed over for a day, for 1 had a chiincc to 
hrinfj a. vessel down. 1 'wont into a saloon on 
Bay Street, and wlio slionld I sec behind the bar 
hnt the man that ran the othc^r stcaun-yacht into 
this one, or tried to do so, and got the bool on 
t'other leg.” 

''What, Cai)tai]i Boomsb}?” J asked, aston¬ 
ished al the inforniation. 
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iMtwN sor ni; oil, 


** \ Of?, I lie n:iuio. 1 bad for^cvtloii 

■O 

il wns; ami ho liadnH hitr sii^ii out tiion.” 

"Ho V(Hi lUi'an lo ,s,iy lliat Jio is iti Jjusijicss iii 
.I:i<'ks()uvillo V” 1 askod, 

^'llo koops a saloon llicie.” 

^M\'hal sort of a saloon?'* 

" Why, a hsu'-ruoiii/* ropllod tlic pilot, laugh¬ 
ing. '"He lohl me lie had been up nodh siiioe 1 
saw him, and had brought his I'ainilj' down, jle 
lis'es ovoi’hoad tlio s^aloon ; and ho socmod to bo 
doing a lively businessp" 

"1 am alVakl lie will bo his own host eustoiiior,” 
I added. 

" 1 reekou he is, for lio was getting rather full 
when I saw him.” 

lie talked about eoniitw to Florida w hen I 
saw him in Mkhigan; hut he said he was going 
int(j the business of raising early vogeiahles and 
orauires.” 

" He lias got a place u]) the river, and means to 
raise Iruek f<ir the market besides. He must have 
some money.” 

" I think ho has considerable property, lie did 
not find farming in Mirhigan as prolihilde as ho 
exjieeted. lie is one of those men who want to 
coin money all at onco,” 







TACirr A1>Y!'NTITI:K.S TX FLor!ir>\» 77 

Shortly after lujon we caine fo anchor ofl' tlic 

fet 

city. Tljc i>ilot. lca[ied into hi?; eaiujc, and }H?ai de<i 
a stennicr clown the river. Colonel Sliepard 

was ill a liurrv' to i^o on shore. jm<l I laiiflcd him 

K’ ^ 

at once. The steward went olf to the maiktrl for 
i(‘e and fresh provisions in tlie other boat. I did 
not expec't ail iny iJassCJigers to remain on board 
while wc were at Jacksonville, 11 le Colonel ha<i 
a house which had heen liadly dainaired by tire 
Avlnlc w'e were here in I)eccinhei% and I h:id no 
doul)t he would occupy it, with his family, while 
we remained here. 

Jle was not al)sout intjre than an hour, for his 
house was on St, James Park, a short distance 
from the shore. Everything aljonl it had been 
put ill eoinplcte repair, and it was rea<Iy for otx'u- 
pancy. In tlie afternoon \ye landed the family, 
and the lion. IMr. TilFany and his daughter were 
invite<l to with them. The Sylvan hi seemed to 
be deserted wlien they were gone : but in a few 
days we were to begin the trip up the river, ami 
in the nieantime take the ])arty on such excur¬ 
sions as they desired to make. Of oemrse Owen 
went with the Shepards. 

Chloe Iiad made herself so agreeable to the ladies 
that they desiretl her to aceo]np:m v lliem on shore. 
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DOWN kot;tii ; on. 


"riH' sloiuiior wns in flrst-rafc (‘ondiiion, and there 
was nolhiiin^ for anybody to do hut cat and sleep. 
i\[t\ Kirhy (aimwood was still sniky bccanse he 
had not been pcniiiltcd to pikd the vessel np from 
the oeeim; but I was not clisiioscd to eouifort him. 
About lour oVlotk, it was so quiet on Iward, I 
thoiiglit 1 would go on shore fora wfdic. Wash- 
l>inn was asleep in our room, mid J did not dts- 
tui b him, for we liadall Iksou up till after mi<lDight 
the night befiirc, listening to the music, and enjoy¬ 
ing the moonlight. 

1 landed at the boat wharf opposite the Grand 
National Hotel, on Bay Street. ^J1iis is the prin¬ 
cipal street of the city, and both sides of it are 
lined widi stores, warehouses, and tlic princijjal 
])uldic liiiildings. It extemls parallel with the 
river. At one end of it is flie railroad station and 
the Grand National; near tlie other end are the 
Carlton Hotel and the Yacht Clul) honsc. Nearly 
all the Imsiness of the city is done on this street. 

When the stranger leaves Bay Street he seems 
to enter another country in passing the distance 
of a single square. About all the other streets 
are hordered ^^ith live-oaks or water-oaks, and 
every house has a flower-£r;o‘den and an oi'ange 
grove, on a small scale. 1 he balconies and veraii- 
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iiro loaded with vines, whn h are in full flower 
in MardL The air i.s scented with the fra^n^utico 
of the jusininc. The sidewalks are of wood, au<l 
llic roads are the ori^riiiul soil, which looks like 
Ihc blue liousc-saiid of the North, 

St. James Park is tw^o squares from Pay Strec'k 
All ^>f one side of it is occupied by the St* rfaincs 
IIotcL In the centre of the park is a small kiosk, 
from wliich one may take in the siiiToundtn^s, 
Ijike all the rest of Florida, even the fertile orange 
gro’^'cs, the soil looks like hhie sand. There are 
plenty of semi-trofdcal plants, and the scene is as 
unlike any tiling in the North as possible. In 
every lot tlicrc arc orange-trees, w ith oranges on 
them; but they arc not the eatalde fruit. They 
are hitter or scuir orauffcs, ivliicli remain oji tlie 
trees all w inter. 

The oriiiige-trees blossom in if arch; and then 
the air is densely loaded with their perfume. The 
leaves remain green all w inter; but in the early 
spring they begin to put forth new shoots and 
leaves* The old leaves are dark fifi’cen, and the 
iic\v ones Ikdit, On the same tree may be seen 
the old and tlie ikwv leaves, the ripe fruit, and the 
lachlv-scented blos.soms. ('oming from the fr<wen 
North in March, the traveller seems to be huried 
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DOWN sorrn ; or, 


mio "ofeniJil iiusrn liko fnir>'-lanri tlian 

MiLylhiiig else, Hii llie wlieelsi wliirl him into Jack¬ 
sonville. 

I had seen Ihe jJaee in DeecTuher, coming from 
Hie siiinmer of a iiioro nor1 hern latitude. I had 
spent the winter in more tfo[>ieid regions, and llie 
flo’^sers and the oransecs were luiihinir new to me. 
Wlien I landed 1 was thinking of the post-offiec, 
wliieli was my first ohjcctive point. We had l^ien 
moving ahont so nmeh that 1 liad not received ti 
siiiirle letter since I left Jaclcsonv ille in Doccrnlior. 
Tile post-oflice is on Bay Street, nearer the iiorlli- 
ern than the southern end of the street, I walked 
in that direction; liut 1 had not gone ten rods he- 
fore T saw Cajdain Boomshy standing at the door 
of one of the nmneroiis saloons ou that street. 

I halle<l to look at him, IBs face was very red, 
and he had grown quite stout since he sailed the 
(dreat West, in which I had had the roughest expe¬ 
rience of niv lifetime with him. He wore no coat, 
for his fat and the tires of the whiskey he drank 

flr 

kept Idm in a fever-heat all the time. I kept hack 
belli lid a pile of goods on the sidewalk ’while I 
surveyed him, and I hoped he would not see 
me. lie seemed to he vvaiting for customers ; and 
ihouijh 1 desired him to have none, i wished him 
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to retire Avilhiii his shop, and allow me lo pass 
without being seen. 

1 was dressed in the full uni form of the steam- 
3 adit, with a white canvas cap. He liiul seen lue 
ill tins rig enough to knriw it, and iny chances of 
passing liim without being seen were vcit small, 
lint 1 was not afraid of Inin, and I was ratlicr 
asliained of the idea of dodging id in. Taking the 
outside of the sidewalk, and looking intently" at 
the other side of the street, where the retail dry- 
goods and euriosity shops were located, I at- 
tciuptod to get by the saloon wilhoLit being seen 
b}' its pro[>rietor. 

\Vli\% Sand\% how arc }"ou?” dcinanded Cap¬ 
tain Booms])}'', rushing out to me and scizing^ me 
by the IhukK 

III spite of my Iianging back, he dragged mo to 
the door of the saloon. 

How do you do, Captain Boomsby?” I replied 
coldly. 

" Come in and take sunthin', Sandy,” lie per¬ 
sisted, dragging me into the saloon in sjiitc of my 
resistance, You arc about man-grown , aiul 
I caFlate \'ou can take a drop of winske\% on a 
pinch,” 

Xo, I thank you; 1 never take any,” I re- 
6 
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1>0WX SOVTH ; OR, 




plied, disgusted liis nuintior and Ids invita¬ 

tion. 

Von Imiidt been to sea ail this time williotit 
leaniin' to take your grog?ho cotiLinucd, with ii 
coarse 

" I nc^'er drank a drop in my life, and 1 don’t 
mean to do so,’’ I answered. 

"Youdi learn in good time. Set down, Sandy, 
and led me where youd'e been.” 

I told liiiii in as fciv words ns possible where I 
had been, and answered all bis <pieslions alK>ut my 
passengers. Tlicn h$ t(dd me he li\'cd over the 
saloon, and insisted that I should go up and sec 
the old woniain” I was a little curious to see 
ilrs. Boomsby, and 1 followed Idin up-stairs. 
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CHAPTER VITI. 


A DISAGREEABLE ROOM-MATE. 

I IIAD not seen Mrs. Boomsby for scvci 

and though 1 had no reason to expect anything 
but abuse from her, my curiosity induced me to 


see her. If anything, slie ’svas more of a tyrant 
than her brutal iiusband, and I hud no occasion to 
thank her for anything she had done for me. She 
TN’as the more plucky of the pair, and it had sur¬ 
prised me, years l)cforc, to learn that she " ruled 
the roost.” At that time the captain was actually 

afraid of her. 

**you have got pretty well up in the Avorld, 
Captain Boomsby,” I said when Ave had gone up 
two tlif'iits of stairs and were about to ascend a 

tliird. 


" Woll, vou see, I lot iill these lower rooms; 
~ * 

and the folks is jest as well oil' up three pair of 
stairs as up one,” he replied, almost out ol breath, 
'or the stairs told more heavily on him than on me. 
-ik-sidos, 1 like to have the old woman us tilr as I 
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DOWN «ni:Tii; or, 


rtm iVoui flin }(iLsiiu?fia ; s^ho don’t ijitcrfcre so much 
tlieu/’ 

The old reprobnle eluielch'd then :is llioi(;^]i ho 
hfid said .souietliiiii^ Kmart ; but I would have ^dven 
n (luadc'r to liave bad bis wife (norhearlbo remark, 
for the fmj of the scene tliat would liavc ensued, 
Parker Booinsby! where oil earth air you 
slioutcd a shrill, but very familiar voieo 
Oil the lloor below os, 

^'All riirlit,” replied tlie captain, evidentmuch 
(lisfiubed liv the call, "1 tliouirht she was up 
here ; Imt she always turns up just where yon don’t 
want her. But cf>me uj:i, Sandy; I want to show 
you a room Ihe fixed up/' 

"Xo, I thank you; as i^Trs- Booinsly is not np 
here* 1 think 1 will go down,” I replied, hegiiiuing 
to retrace my steps, 

" What arc jam doin’ with strangers up gerret, 
rarker Boomsby ?” demanded the lady on the floor 
below, 

^^IVc got sniitliiu’ up here that btdongs to yon^ 
Sandy; I want to give it to you,” idended the 
captain, I fetched you up here to give it lo you 
afoic I took von in to sec the old woman.” 

I conchide<l that he bail some reason for taking 
me to the attic of the house, and 1 \v"as curious to 
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know wlint it was. It is truo lie hud led me to 
heliove lluit his wife was in this part of the lioiiso; 
but tliat nii^lit have been one of his liugo jokes. L 
followed him up the last iHght of stairs. I was 
tbeii on the fonilh tloor of the house. There w'ere 
two larfTC and two sinall clmnibcr.s in this attic, 
none of w hich appeared to be furnished. 

It io in tins room,” said Captain Boomshy, 
leadiniT me into tlie rear hull chamber, a 

little tJfniin dark in here.’' 

1 saw' that tlic w'indow that looked out on the 
river-side of the house had been boarded u]>. ile 
led the way into the room, and 1 followed him. 

" I've got a picter of ytni when you w asif t moreai 
four year ohi. It \vas taken when yon was in the 
poor-house, l>y a feller that eonio along taking 
picters, to sliow what he could do* It hangs on 
tlie w'ull over here,” continued the captain, passing 
between me and the door. "You can look at it 
ail the rest of the day, if you like.” 

Suddenly he dodged out of the door, and 1 heard 
the liolt spring as he locked the door behind Idni. 
I liad not exjjected that he would resort to any 
trick to get posse.ssion of me ; and I had been as 
unsus[ncious as Ibough 1 were on board ot tlie 
Sylvania. In fact, 1 was amazed at the hardihood 


DOWN soi;td ok, 


eG 

of tlic innn in nfIn ii jirinfsiior f>f iny 

in this Kor Sf^nir; rojison or ofli<‘i% I w:i.s 

not Ell itll KLirnu^cl nf uiv siluotif)]n J did mot rtHb 

%• 

sidor \]u> door iihsolulrly iin'iihioruhlo; nnd I 
conlult'id tliEit I 1i:k! sfivni^lli (‘noujj^h to remove Ihc 
boiirds th;it hud Ijocu niiilcd up before the window. 

U'hen 1 luid been in tlic room n lew minutes, 
Ihere wns li^dit ciiouirli wliieh came thronirh the 
cracks iii the liourds before tlic window to ena]>le 
me to see wlierc 1 was. There was not an arliile 
of furniture of any kind in the ajiartment. Tlic 
boards appeared to be securely fastened, not with 
nails, as T luid supposed, but with screws. The 
boants were of liurtl pine, and about as slronpf as 
oak. My prison was stronger tlian it seoined at 
first. 

1 came to the eonelusion before T liad been in 
the room ten minutes, that tins apaitment liad been 
pici)ared for iny reccjition, Cajitain Ikiomsby 
knew tlnit the Svlvania was to refui'u to Jackson- 

■4 

vilic, as otiiers did. Tt was plain llitit he h:id not 
yet given up the i<iea of jK>ssessiiig the stc:imcr, 
lie chiimed to 1)0 niv (jfUEUiliain and to h:ive the 

* V. 

legal right to jiossess whEitevc'r lielongcil to me, 
CaiTington h:id tohl him my fallier was dead, anti 
he believed lie could carry liis point, I had cci- 
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trunly IhviiihI out io him iitiJil I wris of -’tirt'; 
hut lio li:id ^^ul tvndori'd iill liirf flainisi to mo hi 
Avrilinir lo iiiy ihihor, lliou;^h tliis docutiiout Jiarl 
boon destroyed iu ilio bro* , 


The f;u.‘t. Uisit I liEtd !i father, roiidorod lii.s cLilm 
u[H>ii me of no value. I was biitislied that on 
lawyer woul<i undertake the ease he proposed to 
make out aijainst me, 1 learned lliat lie ha<l tried 
ill Cli'U'icston to employ a legal gciiticmati to assist 
him ill his work of getting possession of the 
steamer i Imt no one could furnisli any warrant of 
law for the proceeding. I was not di.spobcd to 
bother my head willi the legal aspect of the case, 
lor iny ancient enemy certainly liad no legal right 
to kid nil]) me, and make me a |)ri,soner iei liis own 
Iionsc. 1 was El jn isoner ; Jind when I came to a 
rcali/itig sense of tiie fact, I was rca<ly for husincss. 

" ^Vhat on airlli ai'e you doiif up here, Ikirker 
Boomsby?” siiarleti the wife of that worthy; and 
as 1 st<jo<l at the door of my prison, 1 could liear 
her pant from the violence of licr exertions in Jis- 


cendiiig tin; stairs, for, like her liege lord, she had 
greatly ijicrca.scd her avoirdupois since 1 lived with 
the familv" iit (ilossenhnrv. Possibly she drank 

ft. ^ ft’ 

too much whiskey, like tlie compauion of her joys 
and sorrows, though 1 had no inlbniiation on tlila 




DOWN sot TJJ ; OH, 

]>oiDt* r fjiil^’know tliat she used to take a lixtle 
wlioii slic w;is I (JO liot or 1 (kj cold, whtai she W!is 
wol (n- when she was dry. 

4.< 

" J lush, Nhuuy ! Don't cut up now ! ” |>le!ide<l 
tlic master ot the liousCj as pcrlmps he supposed 
lie was. 

" Don't talk to me, Parker Ikionisliy ! ^Vhat are 
you a-doin' up Itere? What sort of a cotj-spy-racy 
1)0 you up at this blessed mouicnt? Don’t 

tidk to mo !il)out ciitliii' uj)! It is you lliat is alius 
cuttiu' u}), and never teliiid your poacct'uh suirerin’ 
wife wliat you arc doin’,” rciilicd IMrs. Hoouishy; 
iukI I was coiihdeut sho had been drinking to some 
extent, (Voin her mnttdiin tones. 

"Hush, Nancy! I’ve got Siiudy Duddletou, 
with all his hue sodjer's clothes on, iu that room,” 
said the captain, in a tone of triumph. "I shall 
make him give up that steam-yaelict; and I shall 
run her as a reg'lar line up to Green Cove ^^priugs, 
stopj)iu' at our orange farm both ways,” rejjlied 
( aptaiu Booiushy, using his best offoits toajjpeaso 
tlie anger of his spouse. 

'Glev v()ii irot him in thc^re?” deiuaiKled the ladv, 
evidoiitiv culirtdv" uiollilied hv the announcement 

« 1 . n 

of her hushaiuL " 1 want to see him. 1 Ijsuu't sot 
eyes on him sence 1 see him in ilichigan,” 
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won’t do to open liio (hxjr: fio’ll ^it away 
I <lo. Wail (ill lie gits tained down a little, and 
1ljen yon skull see him. (ji<H>d givn ioua! J lorgot 
all ulioiit the Imr! tiest us like us not scmie iiiggta' 
will come in and lielj) liisseH' to (lie best li<jnor bt;- 
liind flio counter. Run down, Nancy, iiiid tell 
NieholaJi to tend to tlie Imr,” .said the ia|>taiin 

Run down yourseir, y<ni old fool ! ” replied tlic 
nmiuble lady, "Do yon think I come elcai' up 
licre for notliiif ? I want to sec Sandy Duddleton 
in his sodjers clothes/* 

"it woift do to open tlmt door; he will git out 
it you do, Rut T must go down and look out for 
the bar, I shouldift womler if I had lost ten ecJits 
b}'' this time,” replied Cuptaiu Tioomshy; and I 
heard his heavy step on the stairs as he w eiit down. 

A moment later I heard a hand applied to the 
handle of the door, and I had no doubt it was Mrs. 
Boomsliy tryijig to open it in order to obtain a 
view <if " Sandy Diid<llcton/’ which was the iiaine 
liy which 1 w as know n wiien an inmate of tlie poor- 
house* But the door was locked, ami llic key was 
in the pocket of the proi>rietor of the saloon. The 
lad\^ seemed to be angry because she could not get 
into the room where 1 was ; and I must add that 
I w as also sorry she could not, for if she could get 
in, J could got out. 
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"It won't do to open tlio dfior r hell uwny if 
1 do* Wiiit till he lamed down a liMle^ and 
tluoi yon slial! sec him. (jO(»d ^raeioies ! I 
all ahont the l>ar ! Jest ns like as ncjt .some 
will come in an<l help hisself lo llie host licjiioe hc- 
hiiid the eoiinter. Run dowr^ Naney, and Icil 
Xieliolas lo tend to the bar/’ said tlie eai>taiii. 

"Kim down yonrself, you old fool I ” replied flic 
aniia])le lady* "Do you think 1 come clear uj> 
here for nothin’? I want to sec Sandy Duddlelon 
in Ills sodjiyr's clothes*" 

" It won't do to o[)en that door: he will git out 
if vou do. Blit T must ijo down and look out for 
the liar. 1 shoLildift wonder if I liad lost ten cents 
by this time/' readied Captain Boomshy ; and I 
heard his heavy step on the stairs as he went down* 

A moment later 1 heard a hand {ii>pliod to the 
handle of the dooi’j and I had no doubt it was .Airs* 
Koomsly trying to open it in order to obtain a 
view of "SandV' Dmldlcton/’ which was the name 

■f ^ 

by which I was known wlicn an inmate of llie poor- 
house. But the doth* was locked, ami the key was 
in tlie pocket of tlie proi>rietor of the saloon* The 
lad^- seemed to be angry because she could not get 
into the room where 1 ’was | and I umst add that 
I was also sorry she could not, for if she could get 
in, J could get out. 
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iSlu' intnl Ihe OMfir s^iVC'ral liut sho ooiilO 

titM iiu Sht' f^uid notldri" to me; nml as I vx- 

no ussisOuK'o from Inns I said iiofl>itiij, 

ri'osinitly I heard her slei> on the stairs, haitlly 

lt‘ss hcavv than that of her hnshaiid. I eotu-luded 
%•* 

lliut it must lie live oVIock hy tljis time ; iind look- 

«• 

iiHT at luv" wateli, 1 found it ivas half an hour later, 
I wantetl to ^et out lielon^ dark; and so far, 1 had 
not niatured any jdan to aceomplisJi this pLir|Kiso* 
I wont to tiic window, and e-vamined tlie l^oaids 
whioh liad hoen .screwed ii]> hefote it. 

1 liad a large jack-knife ill my pocket, which I 
had carried for several vears. It had a kind of 
sciiiiitar-shapcd hlade I had used when at work on 
rigging. But 1 lia<l little hope of being able 
to remove the screws from the hard pine, which 
was as hard to worl< as oalc. I si ruck a matcli I 
had in my pocket, and l>y the light of it made a 
carefill examination of the serew-lieads in the 
boards, I saw lliat holes had been bored in the 
woo<l to admit the screws r indeed, it would hav (3 
l>ccn im[>o.ssi3)lc to get them through without bor¬ 
ing. Of course lliis would make it easier to re- 
move the BcrcAVs. 

Jhit wiiat was the use of taking dow n the boards 
in front of the window? I could not jump down 
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tr<Tiiu llio uf iie ikior the liuilcliiii^. Yet I couid 
<^o to the next window, into tlie house 

and tlien dowii-slEiirs, the r^aiiio a.s jinvhodv 
Avould. 1 uf)liec<l lliat llic lowest boiinl was not 
more tliEiii two iiR'lics witle: it had Ijoen cut to lit 
wlijit reniaiiicd luicovered of the window. I ap¬ 
plied iny knife to liie screws in (liis narunv stri]>* 
Tllough (hey wei^c laird to move, 1 succeeded in 
getting them out. But the lahor of taking down 
the rest of the iioanls, or enough of lliein to eiialile 

•TT? 

me to pass out, was so great that I was discouraged 
in the attcniid to accomplish it. The end of the 
kuite4)lado did not lit the slit of (lie scre\v% 

d'iie remoral of the narrow Ijoard admitted light 

i.. 

enough to enable iiie to see all about tlic room, 
iSext to tlie door winch op<nu‘d into tlie liall was 
aiiolher, w liii h 1 concluded led into a closet* 1'herc 
was no picture of me wiieii 1 was a small child; 
and I wondered if Capita in Hoomsity had invented 
thal fable on tlie sjxd. I was not willing to believe 
it. It would liave required too great an exercise 
of imaginative power for him; and it was not un¬ 
likely that lie had sj>cnt weeks iii evolving the 
brilliant lielion. 

T did not expect to be left alone and imguar(led 
for any great ieiigtli of lime, ily persecutor knew 


02 
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tluit I Ih'icl j^oinc ctiti^i'pris^c iiboiit m(% aiul that. 1 
M(inl<l not tariielv' Ptiliinit to my imjuisonmtait, 
PrrliEij>s lie not iced lhaf. 1 wore light sljoes, and 
should not he likelv to kick the door down \vi(h 
them, iis f iiiiglit if I hud on tliit'k eovvlddo l^oolsi* 
1 pi eked np the narrow strip of hoard I had re- 
mo\ cd from the ^\dndow; it was very lieavy for 
its size. If 1 had got a piirt base on the do(jr of 
the room, 1 eoidd have pried it down; hut tliero 
was no ehanee to get hold of it« 

Possihlv there was sometliiiif^ in the elosefc that 
would aid me. I opened the door. As 1 did so, 
an uixlv-hiokinti: snake darted out into the room, 
lie coiled liiinsclf up in one eorner of Ihe room 
and sho^^'ed lights ^vliilc 1 fled to the opposite 


corner. 
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CIIAITER IX. 


A BATTLK WITH THE KEKCKNT. 


I HAD no idea wliiit the snake was, for I had 
never seen one of that kind helbre, I am not 
piirtieularly afnud of snakes, thou^li they are. very 
tlisairreeahlc to me. When I was at work in the 
field as a fanner, 1 suppose 1 never lost an (jpt>or- 
tunity to kill one that came in my way. l^ut all 
these were harmless reptiles, and of late years I 
have not been disposed to meddle wilii them. 

The snake that introduced himself to me .so un¬ 
expectedly was not more than three feet h>n^. He 
was of a grecnisli-hrown color, willi sotiic yellow 
on the sides. I kid the strip of hoard 1 liad taken 
from the window in my band wdien the rejitile 
darted ont of the closet. I don’t think he had any 
particular intentions, at first, excej)t to out of 
his j>rison, as I had to get out of mine. I could 
not blame him for anvlhiu<r lie had done so far. 
Like [nyself, he was a prisoner, and we ought to 
have been In full sy mpathy with each other. 
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T hiul ivlon>icd Ills snakoslup from one pri.^^on, 
niicl idjifcd hiiu so nuirh iu\Hor to eiilire f'n't‘<loni, 
T(^ tills cxtont I u:is oiifilK'd to Ills trnititiule. 
Ihouirli 1 (li<l iK^t ox[)oc‘t imuh of him* As he 
thiiled out of t]ic closet, I spniiifr from liis path 
into the corner of the room, hcliliid the hall-door* 
d'iie next instant he was coiled into a round hea}n 
Then he raised Ids head from the niiddle of llie coil 
iihoiit a foot, as it seemed to me, though it could 
hardly liave boon so lii^h* 

So far from feeling anything like gratitude for 
the favor 1 had done liiiii, the villain made war 
u])on me* Siuldcnly he made a sprin;^ at me ; hut 
I had holh eyes wide open, and was watching !iim 
with the most intense anxiety. As he leaiied, 1 

liit him w ilh the stick in my hand ■ and he I'etched 

1 . * 

np against the wall, on the inside of the closet. 1 
liave no doid>t Ids striking against the partition 
caused some confusion in his ideiis : at any rate, ho 
droi>ped on the floor, and began to wriggle abf>ut 
ill such a maimer as no decent snaki; would, unless 
ids ideas were confnse<l. 

Mv curiositv in regard to that identical snake 
was eiitirclv^ salistied* and I made haste to i lose the 
elosct-door, I felt that I had no furtlier inisiness 
with that snake. Jt has taken me some time to 
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tell iiljoiit this mptilc; but I tbink tlic vilbiiii wns 
not out of the i lo.sot ititjru tluiu tliroo seccuuk ; iit 
any rate^ it was a very few wooonds* lie <iid busi¬ 
ness with great raj>idity, 11c had lost no liJiic in 
eoiniiig out of his prison, and nenre in inalviiig his 
iiltaek on me. lie liad wasted no lime in eondiu-t- 
ing operations ; and if I had not liad the Ixit of 
hoard in my hand, 1 am afraid the snake would 
have got the bettor of me. 

At tlic time I had no acquaintance with tins 
snake, thouirh he never waits for a formal intrf>- 
dud ion when he means business. I know now 
I bat he w'as a inoccasim 1 saw many of them in 
the woods of Florida. They are as \xmonKius as 
the rattlesnake, and are even more dreaded by 
many pe<jplo, for they give no iiotiee of their inton- 
tion to strike. In the English books of natural 
history this snake is called the water vi])er. The 


eopperhead is one of the same sort. 

I felt as liapi)y as the patron saint of Trchmd 
must liave felt after he had Ijoxed up the old ser¬ 
pent. and sunk him at the ht>li4>iu of the lake. 1 
had the enemy when* lie could not harm me,, for it 
was not possible for him to make his way through 
the door. 1 took the [>recautimi to see that there 
were no holes or cracks through which the snake 
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uoiild lipun foR c liiinsolf into my unwilling com- 
])any. 1 could llnd jio ojicning orimy kind. For 
tlio prortcnt I Iclt entirely sidb. 

Flioiii^h I did not know Miiythin" id)Oul the kind 
of snake 1 was shut nj) willi, 1 felt frojo the he^in- 
iiing tliiit he was poisonous, and tliat Ills hite would 
niidvc an end of me. I had eloscted liiin ; and now 
1 had time to consider the situation. I came 
prom 1'*', y to the conclusion that he was put into 
that closet for rny benciit. The conspiracy seemed 
to l)^e almost too crafty for Captain Boomshy; 
though 1 knew th;it lie was capal>le of doing such a 
thing. 

When 1 had considered this subject for a few 
minutes, 1 found my blood l)oi]iiig with indigna¬ 
tion. Before I saw the snake, I was more inclined 
to regard tlic wliole trick iit the light of a pimdical 
joke, rather than as a .serious matter. It seemed 
to me just tlien that niy ancient enemy, in his bar¬ 
gain with CuiTington, intended to resort to sonic 
sue!I device to get nd of me. 

I did not intend to spend the night in that attic 
chamher; and when niy bioo<l began to Ijoil, I 
aimed a blow at one of the panels oi‘ the door with 
the lieavv stick in mv hand. The thin board that 
formed this part of tlie door s[>lil under tlic blow* 
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1 followed it u]i !is thouirh 1 luul been ehoppiii:^ 
;v<kkL The pjuiel shivered iiiHler the vi^orou.s 
assniilL i iiiatle ujxiti it. In n minute, I ]ia<l a hole 
Ihroiiirh, Iiisciding my stiek in I lie o|i<miiig, I 
[iried out the rest of the piuieL Jhil the he>l(‘ was 
not hiiT eiioiujh to a<itnit the p!issa£rc of mv hodv. 

I had hardly smeeeded in uitiking a Ineaeh in 
the dvair, helbrc I hcaixl llie most lust\' j^ereajns in 
the lower jiart of the house. I liad nodidieulty in 
reeoguiziiig the vtuee of Alr.s. 15ooiiishy, Slie heard 
the noise of my hombardnsent, and was ealbng her 
huslmnd in her usua! all’eeliouale manner, lint I 
was not at all disturbed hv llie outerv. I was even 

a. *• 

willing lliey slioidd liring the [loliee to their assist- 
aiK'C, But I did not expect any outsi<le aid would 
be eallcd iii^ for that would do the Booiiisbys more 
harm than it would me, In a word, 1 did not earo 
who eaine : I intended to lireak my way out of niy 
prison, all the same. 

Plaeitiir iiiv stick cdirewavs in the openiiiii: I had 
made, I had a good leverage, the end of the bar 
l>einjr outside of the ,stilc of the door, and the fare 
of it against the middle piece. I [siished against 
tlie eiul of the lever with all the power L had. dhe 
middle stile snapped in the mortise, for the whole 
uuor was not more than an intli and a quarter thick. 


I 
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1 liJul linikon out ihv. mortice, and the lever went 
I enuld no IrMiirer a[ii>ly the ini[)Ieinent 
willi elFeet^ and 1 e\[)eeled evciy niinute to see llio 
porlly fonu ot tJaptain nooinrsi>y an the staim, 
hurryinir up to save his I had no 

fear of him : if he altemj)ted t() [)re\ enl my de[)ail- 
ure, I shouh! use the sliek as an argument vvith 
Iiiin, as I had dniic with the door. 

Find!in'" I could no lonirer use tlic lever to ad- 
vaulajre, I f^rasiied the middle jneee of the door 
willi hotli hands, and gave a desperate pull at it. 
There were no nails or i>ins to resist me, and the 
parts of the door snapped like j)i[)e-stcins, I 
wrenched out the mi<h]le pieee, and then the other 
panel, d'lien T had an opening in the door eighteen 
indies wide, wldeh was almost enough to permit 
the passage of my fat foe, 

'J'he inithlle [liece and both panels of the upper 
part of the door lay in many pieces on the tloor, 
in the room, and in the hall. I used all reasonahle 
Jiaste in making my way tlirough the opening I had 
forced. Wlien 1 was in the hidl, I began to tecl 
goo<l-natured again ; for t will not deny that I was 
mad when I realized my lelations witli that snake, 
1 did not care a straw for Captain Boomshy. 11 it 
came to the worst, 1 believed 1 could ''handle ” 
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him, to list' hi^ own (vlioire jihrasc^, willi llse ot 
tlio in my liurid. I wiif^ <k:lerm]tici(i jjot to lot 
the piece of [hne (niL of my wiille J 

runuuneJ In the 1 1 oii.se. 

iMrs, Ikjomsliy was sfiil ijhouting^ for ^ Parker 
, P>ooTu.sliv,” for she a 1 wavs called Ijim l>v Ins full 
name when she was excited- 1 was wHIinrf slie 

I. / 

sliould shout, I felt quite coo!, coniposcd, and 
I>leasant* 1 w'as retuly to make an onlei'l^' retreat 
from the house. Ihit 1 ha<l not lo.st ad interest in 
that snake, vviiieh I hclicved ivas intended for tuy 
executioner. I put my ]jea<i into the o[)enin^ I 
had made in the door. 1 found 1 ctaild reach tlio 
door of the c'loset; and with a verv hastv inove- 
ineiit; I threw it wide open, 

1 wondered wliethor or not T had killed iiis snake- 
shi[i wlien I poked him hack into his prison. The 
last I had seen of him he was wri;]f<^iiiiiir on the 
lloor, stirring hinisetf up in the most lively manner, 
lint the reptile immediately proved tlait I liad not 
killed him bv" darlin<r out into the room as livelv 
as he had done tlic .sa?tic thiii^ ))efore, I did not 
holievc it was possilde for him to i^et out lliroug^h 
the opciiinij^ by whicli I had estaj>etl from my 
|>nson ; hut 1 was not Cjulte willin^^; to wail to lest 
the »iuestion. The villain could crawi like most 
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odun* snakes vvilh whieh T was fainilmi', litil lie also 
had a talent i'ur 1 e<)nsideie<l it wise and 

prudent to hegin my retreat willjout; any delay. 

1 took a last look at tlio snake. He bad re¬ 


treated to the eorner of the room ojjposite the 
eloset-<loor and <‘oiled himself up, with his head in 
the eenire. He kept bis eyes tixe<l on me. or [ 
faneied be did. lie looked as uirlv as sin itself.- 

L 1^ 

He seemed to me to be as luiar like (Viptain 
Booiusby as one pin is like another. They l)(>th 
did Inisiiicss on the same juaneiplo. Mentally I 
bade liiin an aifectionate adieu. So far as 1 was 


coneerned, be seemed to have noiio of the serpents 
pOMcr of fascination, for I had not the slightest 
inclination to continue irazinir at liiin after I had 
gratified niy curiosity. I descended the niiper 
flildit of stairs. The doors of the rooms on this 
floor were all open, and I saw that the two rear 
chambers were furnished as bedrooms. 

1 ^rent into one of these rooms, and seated my¬ 
self in a chair. ^Irs. Boomsby was on fbe floor 
below, standing rtt the head of the stairs, calling 
for her husband. It lias taken me a lung time to 
record the incidents of my escape so far, and my 
reflections upon them; but w hen I looked at my 
watch 1 found that only eight minutes had elapsed 
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^lacc T coni^iilled it Iwforu, iit lu'tll'iivc* Prol)- 
mIjIv it wjia iiol livo minutes tVoin the time 1 lirst 
s:nv Ihe snake till I was seatctl in tlie rhair in the 
rnoiu lielow. The ladv of the lamsc liail not, 
therefons stood a great while in tier j>resent posi¬ 
tion* Her liiLslauKl Imd liad time cnouifli to c-faite 

tT? 

ii()-stairs sinee he was lirst eallcd, liut lie pndnibly 
ha<l a customer in the saloon* 

As I sat in the chair, I suddenly began to wonder 
wliotliersnakes had a talent f<jr coming down-stairs. 
The idea was just a little bit aj>palling, for I }]ad 
no desire to meet liis snake.ship again* Neil her 
the stairs nor llie halls were carpeted. Jf ho ejime 
down in the usual way, I should be likely to hear 
him tumbling down the stejis. Uut 1 rt^jected this 
idea; for on jVirther reheclion J concluded that a 
snake would not eoiuc down like a man, when lliere 
was a better way for otic of bis habits to accoin- 
plish the jnirpose* AMiatever the villain was, if 
he eaiue dawn at all, ho would take to the stair- 
rail* 1 felt sure of this, for it scorned to be the 
nu)st natural thing tor a snake to do* 

1 could not s(‘C how the snake was t(j get out of 
the room. 1 did not think he could crawl up to 
the opening 1 ha<l made, for them was nothing for 
him to fasten to in his ascent. It did not seem to 


\i)2 


vow s srirrii ; oij. 


me that he (‘oulfl oul uisloss he. ninslr a flvtvi;; 

tlinmixh tlic ojiiaiiaij. I was liy no means 
sure he tould not do this; aii<l I did not tare to 
wail i'or him to expoi inieiit on the matter, Jnst 
then it Oiaairred to me that i was not the only 
perstni liable to \>e bitten by tiiat snake. As I 
tbouirht of it, I walked down the stairs. I knew 
that Mrs. Ikaanshv iiad a mortal terror of snakes 

f 

when T lived with the fainily. 

She conlVonted me in the hall of the second story. 
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THE FELLOW fX THE LOCK-EP. 
"OU ahomiiiablc wrotoh! ” exd:niucd 



J- Booriisby, placing licr am us ukiinlio^ 
look ill" ut ino with tlia utmost ferocitvy so tliiit 
between her iiiul the snake I found lliere \^'as little 



"(Setting out of it, ifr:^. Ikioinsliy," I n^plicd, 
with the good-nature 1 had Ijecii nursing up-sLiirs 
for sev eral uiiuutes* 

1 wondered whether she knew" anything about 
the snake, The i)ure Lhotight was enough to assure 
me that she did not. Slic wandd no more have 
permitted tlic eaptain, or any other person, to 
bring flic most liarinless rejitilc into the lionse^ 
than she would have (ii)cne<l her sicejhng apart¬ 
ment for the reeejjtioii of tlic sea--scr[)ent, in wliieli 
botli she and her husband believed as in llic ocean 
itself* 

" Wiiat arc you a-doiir here? Can't vou let ns 
be here no inore’n you could in ISlielugaii? 


U)J 
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\mi pnri^HO ns r w(> Ibc 

ludv, tlio rtialinr in an (’n1lri‘3y ii<nv liiiht 

txj inr, lor I bt^li^n rd I ha(i ahvsiv.s laani able artii 

« ' 

w’illitiir to kov\> away lV(nii tlie I>nniiisby,s. 

S I -k* q*' 

I was nivit(.!(l ii|j-stair.s to syn you,” I hciran, 
■M)oM*t toll me tliiit.! Do you think I live in 
the garret?” 

"J thou^lit wo wore ^^oing' rather high up; hut 
I suj)|)Osed Captain Doomshy knew wliore to hud 
you/' 1 roplle<C f^miling as swe^etly as llumgh there 
were no suakos iu the fjatul of Flowers, Dut it 


seems that your hushaiul lured me up there to 
make a jwlsoner of me, lie locked me iuttJ the 
little room iu the rear attic, which he had fitted 
up for me hy screwing luiards raver the window,” 


" Don't tell me sueii a rv-dicerlous sforv ! I 

k»‘ ' 

doi/t Ijoheve a word on’t, XoImhIv ever could 
helieve a word you say, Sandy Duddleton [ ” 

41 K’ ^ 

You know very well that 1 was u[> tliere : thr 
1 heard vour hushand tell vmi so. You talked 

K 

with him ahtjiit it, and insisted upon seeing me* 
l)Ut I don't wish to dispute about this matter 
witli you* for I don't think von understand all 
his plans*” I replied, moving towards the head of 
the stairs, wliilc she planted liersclf before me so 
as to jirevcnt iii}' g<nng down. 
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" noii't bilk to lilt!, Siintly I)ii(liilettjn I ” 

" 1 liilk to v<ni if you will nvi out oi my 

u h - 

\\i\y, lot ino out of tlie liouse,” 1 \vy- 

lo gut liy Ik!i\ 

Wliut l>u you gokf to do Mit]i tli.'it stick?"" she 
asked, sialic }>lsit ed liursclf in front of me. 

Ibit I saw that she had a roasonaide I'espeet for 
llio slick, and she was milder than 1 had seen her 
twenty times before* 1 looked ahout me to see 

k> 

if tlierc was any oilier llight of staii’s whieli wcjuld 
take me to tiic street, or to the liaek yard, which 
opened into a lane hy the shore nf the river. 
From the lower hall a do<ir o[)ened into the sa- 
loon; and this was the way by which I had eome 
up* I stood in the hall with iny back to a door, 
wliieli I concluded must lead to the rear oi llie 
house. Without turiiiiig around, 1 oi>ened this 
door. 

'^What lie you a-doiif demanded ^Irs* Booms- 
by, wlien slie saw that she ’ivas flanked; tor a 
glance bcdiind me revealed the back stair.s. Par¬ 
ker Booinsln-, come right up here, this minute!'" 
she calleil down the front stairs* 

" I woift Irouhle tlic captain,” I interposed, £ 
have a word to say to you before I go, 
Boomsby. " I don't think you knew theiw was a 


TH)WN ; on, 


loa 

snnko nlioiil flnv(! ion^ in tln^ room whore 
your luishiuui tiiiulc iiio ii jn^soiior/'' 

"A sin^ko I^'aspod fho. huly of the liouw^ 
slai'tihiT back uitli alarm. 1 doiiA believe a 
’Word on't I ” 

ikil ,slie di<l believe it, wbatever she said. 

" a snake ; and 1 liave no doubt he is a 
poistnions one, put llicrc to liite me, and make an 
end of rue, so tbat the eaj)!ain could ^ct ijosses- 
sion of the steam-yacht!1 continued, rather vig¬ 
orously, for 1 was afraid 1 sliould be iiitcrnipted 
by the coming of the eaptaiin 

"A snake in this house! a pizen one, too!” 
groaned Mrs. lh>omsby. 

'41c w*as put in the closet; and ’when I ot>onod 
the door lie cainc out and made ii spring at me. 
1 left him in that room.” 

" Didn’t yon kill liim, Sandy Duddleton ? You 
used to kill snakes.” 

" I tlidii’l kill this one, though 1 striuk at liim. 
1 ]>roke through the door, and, for aught I know, 
the snaki! is hi!lowing me dowri-stairs,” I rojjlicd 
deliberalelv* " 1 tliiidc von will sec him coming 
down (Jii the stair-rail.” 

She did not w'ait to bear anv more, but, with a 
tremendous scream, rushed by mo, boiled into the 
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front room, nml clfKstid nut! !<h krd lln? hclHiid 

]\vi\ I cprkiiiily did iml mIsIi th(^ rrpfiici to Idle 

Iier or her rliilili'cn ; 1ml I did not lliink then; wa.s 

mind) dmtircr of llic villniii out oi'tiir. nnjjH 

t))ron<^di the opening I had mndt^ in the tioor. 

d'hc .scream t>f the stout huly did not apjK'iir to 

move her 1 ms hand, wlio was prohiihly nstaJ 1o this 

sort of 1 hiid jait her on her guard in vusa 

the snake did work his wav out of tlm room and 

%• 

down the stairs, I had done niv diUv, ami I 
walked leisurely down to the hall. The d(K>r l(?ad- 
ing into the saloon was still wide open, ddie uses 
of this door were many and various, I had hiam 
not a little suri>rised in some of the Southern cities 
to notiee that the drinkimj-saloons were all closed 

•Tr 


some of them not even a ciirar 
coiikl he hought at the hotel on that day, 

l)ouI){les!4 the lnw was as strict in .lacksoiiville 
as olsowlioiX!; hut I Iiad iioticod that avorv saloon 

h. 

had a side door for SiuKlay use. d'lie fr()nl door 
ot the house was closed on otlicu' days : on Sun- 
day it was left open, as an intimation that the 


saloon eould he reachetl in that wav. I ihomdit of 

lids J^nriday ruiiHseliing as I noticed the arranL^e- 

mt nt (d the doors, 01 course the police under*^ 
stood it. 
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I ai>i>ro:KlK»d llie rLior opeuiiif>; into the saloon, 
lor I hoard the vf)ioe of uix foriiior Ivrant. I 

4- 

want I'd to assure hi in tliat I was happy still, and 

that lie liiul ludlor look r)iit for tlic snaki} Ijufore 

lie hit ;uiv cTf his fimrilv. 

*• ^ 

" lie never eould got out of there in this world ! 
cxeliHined Captain BooiMst>y, as I was aJjtmt to en¬ 
ter the saloon. 

'' Do you think so, Captain Boonisl)y?” I coolly 
asked, as 1 walked into tlie room. 

To iny astonishment, the person to whom llic 
Captain's rennark appeared to he addressed was 
'Mr. Kivh}^ Ctniiwood, whom I had left on lioard 
of the ^^ylvaniii, asleep under the awning. The 
Floridian was evi<lently as iiiueli astonished to see 
me as 1 w'as to see him. 

wei'e S}ieaking of a felloiv who was ar¬ 
rested last night,” said Corn wood* with one oi his 
hlundest smiles. I think ho w ill get out (jf the 
loek-up in less tlian tlirec days; hut the keeper 
{)f this jdace remarked that he would never get 
out ill this world. Only a slight dilfercnee of 
opinion.” 

I tell vou the felknv will never ijet out : he 
isnT .smart enough in the first ])laee* and the 
loek-ufj is stronger than you think fur, Mr.—I 


o 
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don’t know's I know your nsinie, llion^di I carliilo 
1 liiivt! scon you soinowlioro nlorc/’ inlclotl (/aplsiin 
Booiiisl yy. 

" I reckon you have seen me liert^ before,” )'e- 
plied Cornwood, tsiking his c;inl from liiw iiocket 
and preselltinir it to the eaikaln. 

"I can’t road it without my ^dasscs,” saitl the 
saloon-keeper, holding the card off at arm’s leiigtln 

" My luimo is Kirhy Cornvrood,” ad<led the Flo¬ 
ridian. 


"^Vell, Mr. Corngood, do you — ” 

"^My niiiiie is Cornwood,” interposed the guide. 
^'1 l>eir vour piirdin<j, Mr. Coriiwool.” 

Cornwood,” repeated the owner of that name, 
ratlicr indiifnantlv. 

■' All rijrht, Mi% Cornwood. Dt) you want to 
bet suntliin’ that man w'on’t git out within three 
days?” eoiitinuod Captain l^oomsby* 

’M don't care to bet on it; in fact 1 !iever hot.” 
re]>lied Mr. Cornwood, ghunang at me, as though 
he expected me to a].>pro^^c this position, which I 
ccilainlv did, though 1 said nothing. 

IL 1_7 k_» 

"I will bet five dollars agin three the feller gits 
out in less Ilian three days, ilr. M^oodeorn," per¬ 
sisted Captain liooiuslyy, 

I eould not sec w hat I he caiitain was driving at, 


A 
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iink^8s it was to vex tlie Fioridian T>v nimen'll!in" 
liis iiaiiio. I had known Inrn to do the same tliiii" 
lu'flne, ir inv- f)ld tyrant had mariiiested sonic 

%' L* 

sui^prise at tirst at soein" me, lie seemed to liave 
"ot over it very rjuiekly, I was very giad indeed 
to 1)0 satislied that Cornvvoo<l had no knowledge 
of iiiy iin[>risouincnt in the attic, as J supposed he 
had when I enfered the saloon. 1 had employed 
lunu and was tlicn paying Iiini live dollai’s a day 
for doing nothing. I did not wish to believe that 
bo was a friend of my ancient enemy. 

" Captain lloomshy, 1 ]iad to Iweak a Imie 
llirongh the <l(K)r of the room in which you 
locked me, in order to get out,’’ i said, as soon 
as I liad an opjiortunity to get in a word. 

" Tiicn you must pay for it, for the landlord 
will charge it to me/’ said lie, promptly. 

I think not; and if it wore not for tlic time it 
would take, 1 would com|)kun of you at the police 
office. J don’t know what kind of ti snake it was 
you put into the closet for my benefit; hut_ I 
think vou will find him running a front vour house 
by this time/’ I replied. "I gave Mrs* lloomshy 
M^aniing of the danger, and she has locked her- 
self into her room.” 

" What snake, Sandy Dnddleton ? What you 
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talking iilmut?” donunKlod the; cnptiun, Hut I 
couM tlmt he \v;is nut a little difjturhed hy 
the iufonnutiui\* 

You [lut a poi.sonous snake into the closet 
of that rooiii where you locked me im You ex¬ 
pected me to open the door of the closet, and let 
him out. I did open the closct^door and let him 
out \ l>ut I did not give him a chance to kite me/^ 
I continued, reliciirsing llic facts for the l)cnetil f>f 
Corn\voo<l rather than my tyrant* 

"What on airth are you talking about, Sandy? 
1 don't know nothin’ aljout no snake," protested 
Captain Booms by, 

" 1 think you kiio\v all about the snake, and 
that yon put him there for my benefit, 1 have 
nothing further to say about the matter, except 
that the creature is still in your house, and that 
he will bite one of your children as readilv as he 
would me. I advise you to attend to the matter, 
and have him killed," 1 coiilinued, moving toward 
the door* 

"Stop a minute, Sandy/’ called my persecutor, 
" What sort of a snake was it?" 

"1 doi/t know ; I never saw one like it before/’ 

"1 guess I know sniithiif about it, arter all," 
said Captain Booinsby, with a troubled look. 
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I had a lodger in the housn. niid hr ha<l an nftic 
room. lie had a lot ol' voiniiJ alliirntors, rattle- 

■ h ' L 

snakrsj lizards, and other t l itters; and I h'l him 
put 'em in tliat njoin. He screwed the hoatvls over 
the winder so Ihev couldn't "it out. I ('iirijite this 

■fc* Cj 

was one of Ids snakes.” 


! had iK^ douht ibis story was all an invention, 
hut I bad no means of sliowin" to the eontrarv. 
lie. be""ed me to iro n|)-stairs, and Indj) him kill 
the ''varmint;” hot 1 declined to do this, lor I 
was not willin" a^Jim to make inv.self tlu: vi<'- 
tim of his treaehery. The e!ij)tain called Ids son 
Mdndas from the front shop, whi< h was ii cigar 
store, a ml told him to look out for the h;ir. 

IJeforc he eould go up-slairs two black jpolice¬ 
men entered the saloon, armed with sticks. Mrs. 


Ijoomsbv had told them what the matter was, and 
* 

they had come in to kill the reptile. I Iclt the 
premises, followed l>y Corn wood. 
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CHAPTER XL 


TTIE IIOX* PAKDOX TIFFAXVS WARNIXO, 


I LEAliXED tlic next day, froni one of the 
ne»:ro policemen who had been called ii^, tlmt 
the snake had got out of the room where I left 
him, and tliat lie had lieen found on the stair-rail, 
a tloor below where I had coidVonled him* My 
infoniiunt told me lie had killed him an lie w:tH 
crawling along the rail, on his way down another 
fiiirht. 

lie was only tryiif to git away, sah,’^ added llie 
policciinon ”l>cy alius run away when dey can, 
dem moccasins do; hut dey spring at lolks, and 
bite ivhcn dey git cornered. Awful biul snake, 
sah, Wnss n a rattlesnrdun Bile kill a man, siiali."* 
When I left the saloon, I walked with CornwcHul 
to the post^oflice* When we were in the street, 
he voUmteered the opinion that Captain Bocnnslsy 
Avas the irrcatcst *scoundrel in Jacksonville ; and 
Avillmnt going into tlie comparative merits of tlie 
question, I was not disposed to dispute the point, 
8 



ni 
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(\>rnwood sc(‘nu‘(l (o iH':liuv('d iiftCT !in Il'uI ex- 
prt'ssed tills o}>iiii<nu siixl tlic sultjcft was drojjjKal, 
[ lunl lold a rtilurc'sl rli'ilc isi ihu [)ost-ofiic<‘. Iti 
Uco]i all Irtk'Ts lor nir initil niv n'tuni, for when 
v. e left Jaeksonvilk! I eoiil<i not lell where we wero 


and I expeeted to he ]>:iek a month sooiieii 
He irreetcd Hie very politely wlion 1 presented iny- 
seli' at llu: \vimlc)\v\ and handed me a larp;e jKieka^o 
oi' letters, seeitretl w itli a ruh!)er hand* I tliaiiktal 
Idin for his IciiKhujss ; ami 1 niusl add tliat this one 


and another ladored elerk 1 saw in Charleston, were 


nu>re iH)lite and gentlemanly than many a white 
eier!\ I have eneounterc'fl in more northern eilios. 


Thon-di 1 had reeoive<I no lett<ns for over two 
months, 1 lia<l not failed to write them i n Ki i ^ 
Mr. lirieklaiid, and to my father since J had hren 
asstired tliat he was still living. I looked over the 
jjaekage tliat ha<l heen lianded to me* 'Hiere were 
two IVoiu my father. ^My heart ihrilled with emo¬ 
tion when I reeogiii/e<l tlie handw’riliiig, 1 thought 
no more of Captain Ikjomshy and his snalo*. 

"" Will there he any tiling 1 (an do for you to-day 


or to-night, 

wood, I 


Captain Cai-ninghamasked Corn- 
stood looking at the outside ot iny 


letters* 

Nothingd' I 
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1 tliitik I will i^locp oil shore, if you luive 
no ohjix-tioii,'’ he a<hl:cd, 

^'Xoiie wliatevei’/' 1 iinsA\cred; aiul with t!ie 
luiiulle of letlers in luy hand, I Avas glad Lo gel rid 
of him, for he Avas rather oJIldous, and ofLen iiiter- 
rujitod me in my slate-room wiien there Avas not 
the least need of it. 

( ornvA'ood raised his Panama hat, hoAAxd |H>litely 
to me, and then haste]led out of the building* Ilo 
had hardly disai>peared before the Horn Mr. Tiffany 
came into the olliec. lie droj>pcd soine hitters 
into the box, and then appnaiehcd me Avith a smil¬ 
ing face* All 1 had seen of this genlhniian ]>leased 
me v'ery nuieli* ^ly father called him his best 
friend in the letter of introdm iion hiMUglit to me* 
For tliis reason, if for no other, 1 should haAC re¬ 


spect ed and esteenio<l him ; but I Atas not gla<l lo 

see him at this moment. I Avanted to be alone 

Avitli mv Idlers. 

«* 

"(lood oveningt Captain Aliek,” said be. ''I 
see voii bare a large packet of letters, and I won't 
interi u[)t you but for a inomeiit* Arc 
on board of the steamer now?'' 

"Yes, sir; 1 thought T vvoidd go on hoard and 
roa<i niA' letters, Two of ihem are from my father 
— the first 1 have received from him for many 
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THOii!li8,” I roplict], wishing to have him undcr- 
stnnd my situation fully. 

I will not ktH'|> you tVoin tlmm a nioruent,” he 
a(hl{ <h considerately. " Ihit I 8U]ii>ose you will 
not sittempt t(t Tcihl tlierti till you go on hoard 
\o, sir,'’ J answered, putting tlie two letters 
from iny father into my hroast-]K)iket, with my 
most valualile papers, and dropjjing the others into 
a side-[)ocketi "I caift read them very well in 
the street.” 


" riien I will walk with you to your boat,” eou- 
tinued Mr, Titlany. 

'' I shall go to the wliarf on whit'li the market is 
loeateil, and liaii the steamer* I have found that 
is the best place to laiuL” 

We left the of lice, and walked up tlie street, 
^ly companion evi<lcntly had sometliing to say to 
me, !md liad |>o.ssihly started to go on hoard for 
the pnrjiose of seeing me. I did not fed nnirli 
interest in any filing lie might liave to say under 
tlie ehvumstanees. 

"Just l)eroi‘e I joined you in the post-ofilec, I 
saw vou with Mr. Corn wood. Pray donh; 111 ink I 

^ fc*- 

wish to meddle imjjerfiiienlly with your allairs, 
Cajdain Aliek,” said Mr. "i'ijfany j and he secmefl 
to he somew hat einhaiTas.sed aliout saying wliat he 
wislied to say* 
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By no iiJCiinij, > 411 %I replied, to feel 

an interest in the ediiversation ; hut ralln^r on ne- 
count of the iiianncr than llic nialUn; of what he 


''Then if yon won't take oJlcncc, I wish to say 
that 1 desire to warn you in re^eird to this man 
Coi-iiwood,” continued the friend of my father. 

''Yon desire to warn me in reiranl io .Mr, (Jorn- 
wood !I exelainied, stopt>ini 2 : short on tlie sidt;- 
walk, so great was my snrinise at his words, as 
well as his manner. 


'' I heg yon w ill injt take any ofTcnce at what I 
say, Captain Allek, for I assure yon I liavc nothing 
hut I lie l>est of motives towards you,'^ protestud 
Mr* I'ilfaiiy, as we resumed our walk. 

"1 shall not take oifeneo at anytliing you say, 
sir,” 1 answered* 

"After the verv"reat .service von liavc rendered 
me, vou must think I ani iohmnaii to he iiuirialeful 
to you so soon,” contimuHl Mr, Tlll'any. " 1 assure 
you there is nothing like ingratitude in niv heart 1 
and 1 would w rong mvself a tliousand limes hel'arc 
1 would wrong vou once,” 

i. 

"i believe everv word vou sav, sir: and it has 
not even oeeurred to me to suspect your motives,” 
1 replied w ith energy. " d'he leUor you Ijrtmght 
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mo from my fulhor would (‘aiiso mo to put (‘Uliro 
coiitidenn* ill V(Hi ; hut without that, 1 diouhl not 
for an instant suspiiof you <jf anytliing^ uiiwoi iliy 
towards mo, or aiivhodv olsc. A\'hcn vou wanuMl 

«• %• I' 

mo against Mr* Cornwood, I was surprisod on ao- 
oomil of somolluiiuf whidi ocourrod this aftoruoonJ^ 
" r sliall not cv on ask you what oocurrod lids 
aflcriioon ; and you may keep ycnir own counsol in 
roij^ard to ^Ir. Corn wood* 1 ropoat that I have 
nut the least desire to meddle witli your allairs*’' 
the }>cst friend of my father* I am sure I 
should value your advice and counsel very highly/' 

1.1 f *' 

I do not often counsel or advise anyl>udy out 
of my own family, unless 1 am asked to do so* 
Here is the market wharf; and 1 have said all I 
have to sav in refrard to Mr* Corn wood* 1 oidy 
desire to warn yon to keep your eyes wide open in 
dealing with him, for I learned from Owen tliat y<ui 
have engaged the Florida person for your journey 
up the river*" 

"Do you know anything about him, !Mr, Tif- 
any ?" 1 asked, as inueh sur})nsed to hear tliat he 
had nothing more to say as 1 had lieen, in tlie lirst 
place, to learn that he Jiad anything to say in regard 
U) the guide* 

" 1 eaifl say that I do,” he replied, with a rutiier 
vaeant look. 
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"Why <h> voii \ymii me iimiiiijjt him, Iheii?” 

"That LS ('erfaiiily !i very jit'rliiieiit 
Oiptsiiii Alit k. 1 have iuj ri;^lit to t;:iy anylhini^ 
iifjaiiast this person, ibr I kn(j\v iiolhiii/j; sigalii.^t 
liini. While 1 will not harm him, I warn you 
look out tor liiiii/* 

" 1 t?up}H)se you niast liiivc sonm reason lor what 
you say,” I added, as I wa \ cd my haiidken hief in 
Uk: <lire(‘lion of llm J^ylvaiiia, as a sig^ial for a Ijoat, 

" Uudoal)tedly 1 have sonic reason for w liat I 
say. It may l>e enough to cause me to suspect 
him. I have only asked yon to look out for him, 
for I do not feel at lihortv lo uUer a word to his 
disparagement until I know it is true.” 

Air. TitianV seemed to ho very earnest in what 

4.- ri.' 

he said; hut I was disappointed because lie did uot 
say more. lie had been in pJacksonvillc a week 
before lie went to St. Augustine; and it was jios- 
siblc that he had seen somethin^ of the "uitlc 

O -PT 

during his stay. 

' . « 

" 1 see that you are not quite satisfied rvilh wlmt 
I have said. I cannot Vdaiiie you tor foelimr so; 
but I should hlaine mvself if I said anvthinir more 
about this man,” eontiniu'd iiiv fatlicr's friend. I 
make no change against t’oniwood ; I only s;iv. as 
I might it we were lacing a strange snake, lie may 
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<lo US liMriii, ;iJui wo must hiuk out for ourselves, 

lu'olh . th;rt is oil I euii siiy :ibout the iiuider.” 

\\y this liinc^ llio port l>o:[t h:id etmic up to iho 
wh:irf. Mr* Tillhny too good uiglit, iiiid luis- 
toiu'd up the luer. I wns not sutistied, :is he liad 
suggesltuL Ho sus}iceted Cornwood of souiolliing» 
hul he di<l not even soy wliiit, iiuR-h less give me 
the grounds for liis suspicion. But I could ol)tjiin 
no niim^ oiul went into llic bout. In u few minutes 
I nns on the deck of the stooiiier. ^ly supper wus 
all reaily, and 1 was oldig^ed to attend to it heldre 
I looked at my letters. 

My stale-room was lighted, and I w .IS \ ^ ' 

j\t lust I was alone with my l(‘tter.s. Muslibnin 


was on I lie forward I <Icck, discussing the cfindition 
of the South witli (irdlin Leeds* I took out the 
two letters from my hither. Both ol them were 


mailed in London, though my father^s home was in 
Shalford, Essex, about dfty miles from llie great 
city. One was |)ostmarked neeemher loth, ami 
the other iTamiai'v :^(L I oiicncd the one ot the 
earlie.st date. 

Jt ivas w'ritten immediately after his I'ctnrn to 
Kmrlaii<l from India. He had received no letters 


or iMlellijjeiKe of any kind from mo for many 
inonlhs. lie had been so worried about me that 
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he couhl hiirdly slay to complete liis husincs.s in 
He Ibund nothin"; from iik! <m ijjb arrival 
at his home, nolliing at the ollicc of his soHt ilor, 
to M'lioin nil inv" letters had heeii forwarded, iii 
IjoikIoik lie wrote that he found iMt‘, Carnii^lon 


had "one to America, and Ins office was in cliarge 
of Ins conlidcntial clerk. 

I iindcrstooil it all* I'his clerk must laive de¬ 


stroyed all inv letters to iny father as soon as they 

fc-' -fc* ^ 

rcaeliod the of lice, as he Irid lieen instructed to do 
hy his employer. 1 felt sick at iieart when I real¬ 
ized the distress of my father at getting no tidings 
from me* Jlut si nee I sailed on this cruise from 
Detroit, six months liefoi'e, 1 had supposed he was 
dead, and ol' course 1 Avrotc no letters to him. 

1 took up the second letter, expecting to read 
more of my father's des[jair on account of my long 
silence* 1 opened it: it was bright and clieerful 
as the first was gh>omy and despondent* )le had 
rccei\e<l my''welcome letter of December 
whicli I had written at Jacksonville, after the dis¬ 
covery of all the details of tlie con.spiraey ag-ainst 
mo* I had wriltou a full acetjunt of the matter, 
with the history of the voyage up to that date. It 
was after Colonel i^hepard's house had la>cn <lani- 
aged by tire, and the West India trip had l>een 
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arrniicft'H, 1 luul him !o writs ms nt Jnck- 

Init iidt It) hs al;irmo<l ir lie tli<l not hear 
tVimi im* lor some tinie, for J hardly knew vvliere 
we wore iroinir. He liatl heeii amazed at the eon- 
loid.s tif mv letter, 1'hc elerk had eonfessed all to 


liim. 


1 was entirely .satissliotl with the coiiclnsion 


of the matter* 


Tlic rcrit of the letters were iVom 


my IViciid.s at the North* 
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CHAPTER Xir. 

PUGGESTIONS of another COXftPNlACY. 

I KELT like ti lieleMg'Liorcd ^ciicriil wlio ha<I Just 
opened eomniiiuiention with his reiiiforcoiiienls, 
wlieii I ag^Liiii ihuiid myself holding iiitereourse, 
even by letter, with iny father. It seemed as 
thoLiirh a new life ha<l Ijci^un for me. jMv falher 
was ha[>j\y, and so was I. He declared that he 
sljould join me as stxm ns his Imsiiiess would allow 
him to leave England ; and that when he found me, 
as he should wiierevcr I wandered, he never u'ould 
leave me again. 

Mv fatiier alluded at considerable lenixth to "Ins 
Viest and truest friend,” Mr. ddfraiiy. He had 
’written to him, and desired him to take an iulerest 
in niy alfairs if he thought I needed any assistaru-e, 
citlicr wdlh money or counsel. This was a jiarliai 
cxpkmalion of the conduet of Mr. TiJlanv; tail he 
was a very strange man beianse he saiil nothing to 
me alajut his insl nut ions from niv father. 

Before I had Jinished readinix the rest of my 

O *y 
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loUrrs, \\ushlmni into llic room; Imt \vlE(?n 

ho siiw I wii,s JK^ ]H\:r:in to roliro. 1 rtsked 

him ti} roiiiTiiii, lie was my evei-lailhrul frieiicL 
lie had fiilhumed the roospiraey against me, nod I 
valued his eomisol more than that of any other 

k- 

pe rsoii. !!(' had my iulle.st eoiitideiieej though lie 

never sou^lil to know iiiy husniuss. 

*• *1* 

1 related tt> hint all tlic iiuidcnts of my visit to 
Hie eily, inehtdiiiL^- a full aeeoimt of my adventures 
M ith the lloomshys and tlic otiicr snake. I need 
not sav' that he was intcnsclv interested. 

" TJaat Ijooiiishv ouiirht to lie huii"! he ex- 
elaimod, as soon as I ha<l finished inv slory, 

•i' Lr’ 

" Terhaps not,” 1 rejilied^ giving the (‘aplaiifs 
ox])lniiation of the presence of the snake in the 
eloset. 

"I should like to follow that loderer's liistorv, if 
Captain Ihioinshy had any siieh person in his honsej 
whirh I do not helltne.” added the mate. ''Wdien 
I go on shore I will try to find out wheliier or not 
he lia<l any hxlger, and T think I can get at itd’ 

'^Jl is hardly worth the trouble,” I replied, 

" J think it is. For Tuonths we have been satis¬ 
fied that this villain means you fiann ; hut we liave 
never been ahleto prove anytiungd'said IVnsljhuny 
with energ'V. " It is time to quit fooling with stieb 
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mMttors. If li<‘ (lid not mean td sink tlie Hylvanirt 
for your hencdit, he never lueniit aiiytliin^ in lii?^ 
life ; liut lie exidained it away, and everyhody that 
knows hnythiiij^ aliout it, exetspt you and I, h(^- 
licvcs that the accident was simply the result of 
his drunken condition on that morning. It is time 
to prove some of these thingsd* 

"1 have no ohjection to liaving them proved/' 

"1 will spend all the time I have on slujrc in 
this business ; and 1 am— What was that?” 

Tl le mate sudden jumped tVom his cliair, and 
ruslied out of the room liv the new door on tlie 
port side, I followed him. 

"What are von doiiw at that window?” dc* 
rnanded ^VashhurnJ to a man he had collared near 
the door of the engine-room j for he had pi tick 
enougli to pick up a water moccasin, if the occa¬ 
sion required. 

I could not make out the man in the darkness ; 
and 1 did not quite comprehend the reason for his 
sudden assault on him. All the windows of our 
state-room were 0 [Hm, for the evening was warm. 

"J wasn't doiniT anythin;?, Mr* Washlmrn,” 
pleaded the culprit, in vhose voice 1 recogni/.ed 
that of Griffin Leeds* 

" You were standing under the open window of 
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<%‘tpt;nTi’s roam ! ” contiaiuMl the mate, n^lofisin" 
liirf haltl (m llie ^v;^lter u Iicmi lie lutmd he otici ed no 
resist 31 nee. 

Xo, sir; T wasn't slaiuling thoro,” replied 
(irilhn, in a mceehin^ Um&. I ^at asleep on the 
roVastlc ai'ler you \Aent in; and I just waked up. 
I was just ^oing l}elow to turn in when ^ani esune 
out and got hold of me* Tliafs the wliolo of it, 


" If 1 ever eateh you umler an open wiiulow 
again, I will throw ytni over)>oar<h Wa don't have 
anything of that kind on Ijoard of tlii.s steamer, 
s;dtl the mate, in a very decided tone* 

(rriflhi went l>elaw to liis ejnarters under the fore¬ 
castle, and M ashburn followed me into the room* 
I thonglit lie was !i little rouijh on the new waiter* 
who laid given excellent s^ttisfaetion in the forward 


cabin. I said as much as this tf> tJie navte. 


"The rascal was listeninsf 


under tlait window to 


the talk between you and mod’ rejilicd Ubishluini* 
"If you agree to liave th;it tiling done on lioard, 
you are the eaptsiin, and J have nolhiiig more to 
sav about it." 


" If you are satisfied th:it he was listenimi^ to us, 
you <lid Just right, But I move to amend by sul^- 
stituting his<listii:ugc for throwing him overboard,” 
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I replied, Do you think llic iblhiw 

huui'd wliat uc vvyro 

" 1 liave no doubt of it; he had Ijccii there for 
some tiiiie^ for I heard ii slight iKiisc at that wtjjdow 
soon after J eame in; and 1 am e^mtldent he laid 
been there ever since, 1 eonless that 1 do not 
like the fellow very iniieh, for 1 have seen him 
skulkin’^ ahtud. the deek with a liaiig-dog look 
which 1 dcjift admire- I have suspected him ot 
sonieliiiniT, though 1 doift know wliat, since tlic 
tirst dav he came on hoard. AVhile I am in for It, 

4.' 

A lick, 1 might as wcdl add that Corn wood h just 
such another fellow,^’ 

"Ctjrnwood? " I asked, very much surprised, tor 
I had not noticed anything in either the hloridiun 
or the waiter to attract niy atteutiom 

"I doift know anyildng about Cornwood; and 
I suppose you looked ut> his record before you en¬ 
gaged him. At any rate, he acts like a snake, in 
my way of thinking/’ added the mate, wliorn none 
could aecuse of coveriiig iq) anything he believed 
or tllOLigllt, 

I ditl ijKjiiire about him in St, *Augustine: 
peo[ile thought well of liis knowledge and ability, 
though they agree that he is a brag and a Ijoaster.'’ 

If there were notliiiig worse than that aliout 
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liiiii, 1 slioiilcl i>u]y Inu^li. Jiiit I think he is & 
snake.” 


" What makes vnii think sn?” 

i knovv ; I only know that 1 do think so.” 

^ + 

Ihit von are not a iellow to tlunk ill of anybody 
1. 

without some reason for it*” 


tf 


I have nrj reason, cxeoiJt liis looks and at'lions,’’ 


replied tlic mate* " 1 make no eharj^cs ai^ainst 
him* and I can prove inJtldn"; hut Coniwood is a 


f<dtow that will hear watclno^^” 

1 hat is just wliat the lion. Pardon 1'imuiy took 
tlie trouble to tell me this nfteriioon,” I added, 
ndalinsr the particulars of my interview with that 


gent leman* 

" I am e;lad there is some one l)esi<les myself 
who has an o})inion on the sul^jeel,” said Vi ashburn* 
C'ornwood was in Captain Boonishy’s ruiuhole 
when I came down stairs after the row in the attic, 

I added, watching the face of my friend to notice 
the eflect of this aimouiicemcnt. 


"'riiat's the hest place for him ; only this fellow 
will do a piece of trcachoiw better than Poomsliy 
can. (\jrnwood will not get drunk wlien he has a 
lieavv jol) of ]in(]iiity on his liands* Boomsby is a 
wolf: this fellow is a snake- Comwo(ul reminds 


me of a kind of reptile they have in these parts. 
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Callofl fliu wttiEiH nitl lltj is a little firlknv* 

an<l van ran t hear lits raUle : hut Ijis lilki ^vill kill. 

t * 

you as quick as lliat ol‘ a livc-fciolcr. Ymi (‘jurt 
see 0!' hear liini, and (lie first you know 

are a dead man. TIjat's C<jr]nv<jo<rs si vie, as f 
iiiuk'rstaiul himd’ 

You are n>ui*-li on him. Ydiat vou say of him, 
and what you have done to(iri(liti, remind me that 
the two men seemed to have some rf>nncH tion hrddre 
we eirir:tged eilher of Ihemy’ f eoiilinued, thtnkiiiir 
of the events of tliat first day in iSt, AiiirusUiie. 
^'(rritliii hrou^lit off Cornvvood in a laaitd’ 

"And when you aiqdy to Cornwood for a stew¬ 
ardess, (jrifljjfs wife ajipears to take liie place. 
l?ut I am hound to sav I believe she is a lady,” 
added the mate. 

" Then you think we are marchinp^ into hot water, 

do \<>u, \Vashliurn 1 asked with interest. 

*• ^ 

"1 don’t sav you are: I don’t know that you 
are ; only that we had better kee|) our eves wiilo 
open, as Mr. Tiffany suggests, lint it docs look 
to me as though some sort of a storm is hrewtng.” 

"But where can the stonn possildy eoiue iroinV” 

"From that rumhole in Bay Street which yt^u 
A'isifed this aflernoou. I have heard that Boomshy 
tlircatcned a dozen times io bo the deslruclion of 
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you* lift snys you have l>ecn the phi^rue of hh 
life; 1h:it you have crossed iiud deicated liim so 
Dianv tirucs tlisit he will he the 'ruiuatioir of you 
yet * I'liis is out (jf [Hire revenge* Hesuks Uiis, 
he lielieves yoiir iallier is dead, and that, if lie can 
get you out of the way, or l>rhig you into sulejec¬ 
tion tcy wlint he t sdln his authority, this stcaaicr will 
eonie into his possession* I know he is a tool; 
hut lie helieve.s all this nonsense,” 

''Hieii von Tiinaii to suifnest—without iKHUgahle 
to [u-ove it—that Corn wood is an agent of Cu[)tain 
Rooinshy ; and that (iriHiii Leeds is a tool ot 
Corn wood, sent on hoard to watch me, as well as 
to wait on the fore-cabin table,” I added, putting 
the various hints into words* 

" I don’t .sa 3 ' it means anything ; hut that is what 
it lucans, if anything,” re[>lied Washburn after sonic 
hesitation* "Nothing can he j>roved; and we 
should not fie justified in doing anything on mem 
susjHcion* Ail w^e have to do is to kcej> a close 
watch on Corn wood and GrifTiii Leeds.” 

W c agrec<l to do this, hut in such a manner as 
not to alarm tlie conspinitors, if they" were such, 
I told ^Vashhuni tlien lliat 1 liini: letters from niv 
father, and gave him both of them to rea<L While 
he was thus engaged, I began a letter to niy father* 
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"The last one is written in ^^ood spirits,'* said 
llie mate, sis lie Isiid the letliii's on inv tsUile. " J^ut 

r 

isiit it a little stninirc tbsit you lisive no letter of 
later date than bst Jsnuiary from your fsdliei ? I 
slionld hsive sujipo.sed there would have I icon three 
or four more letters awailiiifr vou; I mean those 
he tnust liave \vritleii hi fJaiuiarv.” 


"i tlihik there is nothin<r strange ahout that,'* I 
rc})lTed; but my heart sank witliin me at the very 
thoiiijht of sinv more doubts and imeertainties^ " I 

K. 

wrote him that the Svlvania was bound to the 
Ikihaiiijis; but I had no idea where we should go 


next, or how long we should remain sit any plaee 
to which we might go. 1 said wc expected to 
return to Jaeksonville In Fel>ruarv/* 

•k* 

" Tlmt exphiins the matter. You did not sliow 
me your letter to him,” rD[)lied the mute. " Ihit 
we arc several days into March, and you ought to 
hear from your father aijain very soon.” 

" I shall expect a letter from him every day until 
I get one. I don’t believe anything more can 
happen to him or me, for we hsive had our lull 
shiirc of mishaps,” 

The mate wsis tinning in for the night, when 
l^uek Lingley brought me a note fioni Owen, 
which had just lieeii sent oti i^3 a boatman. 


Bowx .^or rn ; on. 


rtnisin liEitl for :in exc^nr^iifin to HcorgG 

li^liiiuL nv.iv the inuulh of llie St. floliiis liivcr, 
for the next d:iv tit tea, if the went her uuy f:ivor- 
nhk^ lie expeeted ttliout lliiily people, :ind usialed 
<liiinor for lliem. J fold lUiek to e^iiry die letter 
to the t^lewiird, tliiit lie iiiiglit luidie liU inirt hnsc 3 
of iirovit^ioas etirly ia the morn lag. Jl was one 
o'eloek when J turned in, after hnicihing ii twelve- 
ptigc letter to lay father. 
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MU. COlillINGTON 


ANU Ills rFT RATTLESNAKE. 


I TCRXED ouL the next iiionitn^^, or rather the 
.same iiiortiiii^, only in seastm for hi'eakfast. 1 
liad i>iit my letter in the iiiail-lKJx, and il had gone 
aslane in the hist boat at four o’eiock* 1 kept an 
anchor watch all night in port, which was divided 
u}> amongst all liands in the sailing and engineer’s 
deiiartincnt, except myseUt Word had been passed 
from watch to wateli to call the steward aiid a boaCs 


crew at half past three. The boats were hoisted 
up to the davits at niglit, and it required some 
time to get one into the water. 

When f went in to breakfast, I found that 
A^ ashlall'll had gone ashore in the steward .s hoat, 
and had not yet relumed. He was the only person 
on board, be.sides inyseH, who liad lilicrty to leave 
the vessel without my jjermission, or his, if I was 
not on board. Ibit the steamer had been put in 
peri'eet order the day before, and she never was in 
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fietti'r oondilioii llisin \\\wu 1 looked lier over after 
lin'ald'fist. 41 le day was mid elcar, as iioarly 

all file dries were ni Flori<i:o Fverv ollieer and 

i. ^r 

seaman had pul on bis best uniform, and wc were 
ill ''show'’ order, aiiove and Ixdow decks. 

The American flaLif was tlyinir at I he peak, and, 
in honor of tlic Kimlisii iruosts ^^'ho were to coino 
oil lioartl, I had hoisted the Ibdtisli flag at the lore, 
Ikdli lK)ats’ erews were in readiiiesnS to Inaiiir off 


tlu^ party as soon as lliey ajjpeared on tlie i\hn ket 
\Miiiif. About nine oVbxdi we Qot a siirnal from 
tliat loeality, but there was no party llierc, and 
the siirnul came from the mate. 

Vou wont oil' early, ^Vasliburn,” I said, as he 
came up the p^an^way steps. 

" I was afraid llie inattcr w ould £fct cold if I 
waited,” replied the mate, wdio seemed to be in 
exceUent humor* 

What matter Is that?*' I inquired* 

" I ^vent ashore to look up that snaky lodpfcr of 
Captain Boomshy’s,” answered Wa.shburn. "There 
was certainly a lodger there, wdio fiirnishod liis own 
room, and stayed about two weeks.” 


Did he furnisli his room for a stay of only tw'O 
weeks?” I inquired* 

" I have not been able to find tlie person yeL 
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He 1 i!k 1 liis I'urniluic earried to an auuLion-rooni, 
u hen: it wa.s sold*" 

" Hc>\v did vou learn all lliis?” 

"I found Booinsl>y\s saloon first. AI>out five 
oVkuk the porter of llic store next to it he;^an lo 
i;wee[) oil' the &iidewalk. I ssnv that inv uTiiforin 
took his eye, and he wag as jwlitc to me as Ihougli 
I had been an adniiral in tlic United States Xavy* 
1 talked with him awhile, askim^ iiini questions 
about the city* Finally I lirought the iiialtcr of 
the conversation down to the sulijoct of saloons* 
I thoni^ht there were identy of them* He told ino 
some of them had a separate bar for colore<l people, 
Avhere they sold the cheapest corn whiskey and 
apple brandy for ten cents a glass, and made nine 
cents on ev ery glass they sohld’ 

''That’s just tlie business for Captain Boonisby : 
it is just mean enough for liiiii,’^ 1 adtled* 

"Tlie porter sjaikc of the Boonisby saloon as a 
new one opened a few weeks before* The keetjcr 
had a bar for colored customers in a l>jtek room, 
witli an eiitrani c from the lane in the rear. When 
lie said lliis, I licgan to pump him in regard to 
Fooinsby* 1 finally asked if the captain took 
boarders or hKlgers* He liad one; but this one 
had had a quarrel with tlje saloonist s wife, and had 
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li'ft. Ho iV\i\ nu\ kmnv Iiis name, or where li6 
went to. llesat<l Ihe ejirliiian that stood sit Uie 
next eonser had tailed oil' liis rurnilnre.” 

rheti vtm went idr the eHadiiian,” \ sN^iroste<l* 

" 1 W(ai1 iov him ; 3ntt I eoultl not find liini for 
some time, and that is what Jiiadt; me so hile/^ 
etmtimietl \\:ishljnriu "d'hc porlm' told me he 
was liiuiliir^' ha'^'i^sme Irom the Cliarleston steamer, 
wliii h had Jiisl ifot in, to the Cai lton Hotel. His 

name was daekmaiij and it was on his wa^mn, I 

found I tie earl man, hnt lio w'as so Ijiisv I liad no 

elianee to speak to hiiii until halt psist eight. I 

took my liresikfast sit tlie (’sirlton, whieh ts kc[)t fiy 
IMaine |ieoj)lc. T iiitrodueed myself to one of the 
jjropj'ictors; and of eoursc they knew my faflier. 
I told liint 1 laid lieeii waiting a long lime to speak 
to fJaekniaii* lie imniedialely called him into the 
ofike* 

'^Tlitis introduced to Jju kman, he was wjDing to 
tell me sill he knew on any suhjeet. He said ho 
had ('.arried Ihe funiilure of tlic lodiicr to finanetion- 
room, and his trunks aii<I other thinirs to the St, 
Johns Ihniso. The lodgers nsime was Cohhington ; 
an<l JacktnsiH thouglit lie was jjoor.” 

He must have been, to take a room at Captain 
Uoomsliy’s housed* 
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r siske(l Jacknisin wliui (hiiHi^s lK!,si(las live truuk.s 
ho hrul oarrird 1u llio !>t. Jfilms Ilotol, fir nipllt'd 
that (’ohhiij'irtoH liad a pet ralllcsiiake and a l)ox 
of Eilltii'ahiiv.” 

"All this ^f>cs to coiilinii {.’iiptain Boonisfiy^s 
cxplanation,” I added, 

" I thirds it Ini.s a. tcnideiicy thsit \vaj% 1 asked 
JEiekiusio if tlid lofli^er had any other snakes; hut 
he knew of no others, and had seen Janie in the 
attic rotiins from wiijch lie took his load* 1 went 
next to I he St* tToIiris llonse, which is kejjt hy a 
She iTaee me all the information slie could* 
^Ir* Colihintitojfs nittlesnakc had irfit out of his 
box, ami had lieen killed bv one of the hoarders* 
lie was so angn' iit the loss of the reptile that he 
left the house at once* The landladv did not know 
where lie had "one. Under the c ireunistanees, 
she had not tfiken the pains to imiuii'c* She did 
not want any "cntleman in her lionse who kejit a 
rattlesnake in his ohainher; and I was of just her 
wav of thinkin"* She did not remeinher wliat 

4 ' kD 

cartman had conveyed his ha^gag^; fr<iin the hou.se* 
If 1 had had an hour nioi'e, I think 1 could have 
foul uI tlie man ; for tlie landlady gave me tlie day 
on which he loft.” 

" 1 don't think it will be of much use to follow 
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tlio ni:i1h‘r nnv furtlior/’ I siiLrirtisIcd. ^*This stoi v 

"■ I i I ' 

iiirtki's it prolialilo that Culihtiigton lint I olht^r 


" It a liny innke it po^ssililo^ Idit not prolmhltj. Tt 
only a iiinitrr ol' I'act* anti I :ini i^oiia^^ to i^et to 
llie l)t>1t<>ni of it if I csiip” porsislctl tlio iiiak\ 

I lio;; part Ion* Mr. ^Vaslihuni, l>ut your lu'oak- 
fiinii is waiting lor you/' saitl Griliiii Lectls^ stepping 
U]} f{> the mate at this luoineiiL 


1 started when I lieartl the silkv voice of the 

A ' 

octoroon. I had hear<l no step to indicate his ai>- 
jiroach, sind I teai'e<l that he had listened to some- 
lliin ir one of ns had said. 

I have been to l)reakfast/* replied the mate, 
rather savagely for him j and I saw that he had 
the same fear. 


The waiter hastened hack to the forw:ird cabin, 
■where he helonged. Washburn called to lien 
Bowman, wlio was standing at the door of the 
engine-room, and asked him how long Gritfin had 
stood hehiiid us. The assistant emrincer thomjfht 
he had been there two or three minutes, at least, 
waiting for a chance to speak to one of ns. I was 
vexed at flie cireuinstance. If Cornwtajd was tiie 
agent of Gaptain Boomsby,'imd Grifliu Leeds was 
the tool of the Floridian, our conversation w<mld 
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nil l>e ro[if>r1cd to the principni 'm the eoiifipti'juy, 
nhvftvjjiT^nHitini^ there was niiv truth in our suruiise.s. 

" 1 si[[)p(>sc we shjill get l>nek IVoui this e\('ui.ston 
some tiine to-jiiiJfht.” snid Wnshhurn, thoui'htfully* 

" [ think we slmll get bnek liefore dtu k,” 1 replieiL 
don't S!iy there is anything in wh-nt Ave ^vcni 
talking about last niglit» Imt there nifty he. If 
there is anything in it, Coriiwoo<l Av ill tell Pjooinsl^y, 
aflei' we retur'n, what wc hnYO been talking about,” 
replied tlie mate* 

^(Irifiin will hud a ehrmee to tell C\n'nAvo<jd that 
you liaA'c been looking np the hnlger, and (Jorii- 
wtiod will earry it to Booiiirsbyd' I repeated. 

"Just so. Xow, we must iL\ things a little. 
Don't let Cornwootl i^o on shore lo-ni^htd' 

k7 

^'ITow can 1 kee|> him? ilo is hardly like the 
other nienibers of the shijfs company.” 

You can need Iniii for some purjiose er other,” 
sno*£re.sted the mate, with a si n ilo* "We iiuist light 
them Avith their OAvn weapons.” 

" I was thinking to-day that I wanted to lay" out 
the trip np tlie l ii^cr Math him. I bought a large 
j>oeket-inap of Florida to-day, so that I eon Id do 
it nnderstandingly, thougli Av herc we go will <lepeiKl 
largely on the will an<l pleasure of our pjtssengers. 
1 can keep him for this purpose,” I Sfiiib 
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All riijlil ; and I will uslinrc as soon 
Tnu<lhnok tourlrt's tlin sand on oiir Tctuni, 
W'asliOiiriu ”'riu'i i! arc suvcral carriages 
down Markt'i Wliart'/’ 


as the 
’’ added 
coining 


Ih)lh boats v^xm'o sent to tlic wliarf, and Wash- 
l)iirn went olf in one of theni to supcj'inlciid the 
sealing of I lie [)arty in thein. AH our extra stoids 


and chairs had been arranged on the c]narter-deck, 
j'oret'astks and liiirricanc-dcck. There wore enough 
oniieiu for twice the mnnber of persons expecicd, 


but no one could tell where the paity would ehooso 
to sit, and there were enough to aecoiumodatc Iheiii 
in any one place they might soleet. (iophor was 
iiard at work getting ready for the diiiiier, and 
Ton was expected to help liini as soon as the ]>ai1y 


wen; on hoard. 

I !sto()<] :it the gsitiffway, j-eacly to receive tho 
imests. Sti(l<]enlv ii bjind on tlie ivlinrJ’ struck tip 

V 

n livtdy air, and I fomuh wo were not to de[>oiid 
upon our own people for the music. d hc port 
boat came n|> first; and (>ur hoafinon were so nun h 
accustomed to this kind of duty, that they put the 
j-jassen^ers on lioard willK>ut delay or inconvenience 
to tlionu Tiienj were si.x lajiat-loads, Including tlio 
hand of twelve pieces. 11ie boats were hoisted 
up, and tlie anchor weightal by our steam windlass* 
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I lir(<l liecri introduce!? to all llie cxcurf^jioiiistj^ as 
they rainc oti board, aii<l 1 had directed the waiters 
to show them la such parts of the vessel as they 
inij^’ht select, U'hcn 1 went to the pilot-house, i 
faund the seats all oeettpied by Ovveii and certain 
ladies lie lia<l invited there. As usual they wore 
all the youngest iind prettiest of'tlie party. Corn* 
wood stood at the wheel, as though lie lia<l chosen 
the duty lie intcnde<l to perronm I had iiot jiro- 
ein ed a. ]>ilot, for 1 ha<i been up and down the river 
five times, and I thonirht 1 knew onoui^h about it 
to [)ikit the vessel myself, Hut I wished to test 
Coni wood’s ability, and I told him to go ahead, 
giviiig him no furtlier instruct ions, 

lie rang the hells correctly, and handled the 
wheel like an old salt, I was rather disapijointed 
to tiiid that lie understood Ins business ]>crrcet]y. 
IIis lirag was not all luag, 1 had become consid- 
crahly prejudiced against him by all that had Ixen 
said ; but 1 felt that I could do liini justice. The 
scenery below the city is very ipleasant, to s^iy the 
least. The orange groves, and the dwellings, many 
of theni occiEpied by pcojilo from the Xorth, cither 
as settlers or as winter residents, made a pictu¬ 
res! |ue view from tiic river. Cornwoo{l did not seem 
to he wliolly occupietl with the wised, for Jie cx- 
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jilaiiKHl ilio r\:iliiro of lljc ctjLiiiiry when he found 
Hint tiui party in the j>not-lioiisc were willing to 
listen to liiiii. The heroii.s, crancSj and many other 
hinls were new to ns. 

Mayporf on tlie starljoard liand/’ said tho ^^nide, 
when w'e had readied the mouth of the river. ''"J'lie 
houses in tiiat village are mostly occupied Ijy fisher¬ 
men, who catch shad and other tisli in the winter 
and sirring, and a good many southern people 
spend the summer here in cottages.” 

(■oi'uw'ood directed the head of the steainer 
tow ards the other shore, and soon brought hei^ to 
a pier at Pilot Town. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

THE EXCURSION TO FORT GEORGE ISLAND* 

I ^ORT GEORGR ISLAND is certainly a l)ciut- 
- lifiil place for a siiinmer or a ^vintcr residence, 
or for both. It is three anti a half miles lon^, iiol 
iiicludiiij^ the saud-bar at the end, and a mile ivule. 
On Olio SJ<ie is the ocean, and on tlie other the Sis* 
Id's’ (dianncl, one of the inside passages by which 
btcaniers reach SavannaJi and Fcrnaiidiiifi* 

Owen told me the party would sail for Jack¬ 
sonville at four f/clockj and dine as soon as the 
steaiiicT ivas under way* All the excursionists 
landed, and lead ing Washburn in charge, I ivcnt 
with them. Cornwood began to discharge liis 
duties as guide as soon as ’we were on shore; Init 
a considcrahle poition of the paidv were familiar 
w ith the island, and he did not have a large andi- 
ciicc, 

^'This shell road,” said he, as we left the wharf, 
"is the beginning of Edgewood Avenue, which is 
two miles and a half long* At the farther end of 
It is the hotel.” 


!)nwN stM’Tii ; 


1M 

Hr roii( iiiiirJ hi,s rxphitiMlinii^ to thoHC who He- 
sirril *o lirjir tlirm llio entire wnlk, I 

not rr]>e:i( thrnn I iound (hat ho coul^l ^ive Uio 
naiiK^ of o\au\y ln‘e, plant, and iloucr we wiiw on 
tlio way, lit' had a natne for every lord, btiiTt and 
worm ; ainl I ;un readv to ueknowledire that the 
extent, variety, and njiniitoiicss of hi?^ knowle<lgc 
srstonislied me, partl^'^ hoeuuiic my jH'cjudice lo<t me 
to ex[U‘et ntdlun^ of liitiu 1liat those who hra^^ 
most know least, did not appear to jirovc trnc iu 
Ids ease; for lie did not have to it u]j’ on 


any tj nest ion asked III in hy the tourists ot our 
parly, lie related the ldsd>ry of the island, and 
tliere was not a single partit ular eoiicendug it on 


widt h he was not fully informed, , 

After erossiTi^ tlie heaeli on the shell road, wc 
eanie to the forest of live-{>aks, magnolias, j>al- 


mettos, ])ay-trees, and others that one never secs 
in Maine or Middti’an, I walked with Mr, Tif- 
faiiy, and we agreed that this was one of tlic most 
delightful j>laeos we had visited. Pretty soon we 
were joined by Miss Margie and 3Iiss Edith, ^vho 
liad l)eeonie inseparable friends and eompanions, 
I learned that the Tidanys had already iK'eej>ted 
the iiivilaiion f)f Owen and Colonel Shet>ard to 
join tfio party for the ii}i-nv(‘r trip. 
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"Are ilicrc no snakes on this island, Ca)>tiiiri 
Ganiin^liiiin asked Alisa Alar^ic, soon atler we 


cnlcretl the wotxk 

" 1 dare say them are; Init I don’t know any¬ 
thing iilxuit it," 1 replied. 

" Undoutitcdly there are snakes on the island,” 
inter[.iosed Air. Corn wood; and I saw that lie 
glanced !it ine, witli a smile, as if’ in allusion to 
my experience on the evening 

"I am very much arraid of snakes,” said Aliss 
Alargic, looking timidly alxiut her. 


" 15ut the snakes are more afraid of you th:iii 


yon are of Iheui, Miss TilTany," replied Coni- 
Mood^ " Even the rattlesnake will keep out of 


your w\ay, if he caiu" 

" And 1 should surely keep out of Ids w ay. 
Are there rattlesnakes on this island?” ai?ked,the 
timid English maidem 

"J aril sorry to sav there are; l>nt you mioht 
live on tfjc island ten years and never sec one. 
AVIien you walk, 3 ' 0 ii will naturally keep in the 


paths cut through the woods, Kattlesuakes will 
not visit tliosc localities. But the ralLlesuake is 
a very gent lemanly fellow; and if hy any chance 
one should stray into a ])a1h, he would give you 
ahuudiint warning before he did you any harm,” 


10 
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" 1 don't wisli to see oinj,” replied Miss ^Iiir^ieT 
Killi !i .shudder* 


t- 


Von luav i>e von will not meet fotv in 
pntlus we take to-dayd’ acklc^d lire jinidc in a coni- 
fortiiiir tone* "■ lJut I would rritlier iiioct ;i doKon 


of llieni than step up(ni ii eopfuntiend or a water- 
tiKX’t'asin. Those will run siMTiy when they see 

voiK if thev can* Tlio wsiter-nroceasin will not 

« 

trouhle von if von lot iiiin alono. The only dan- 

4 %' 


"cr from any Fk>ricl 3 i snake is in coming upon hiiu 
when you tioii't see him.” 

I 


" Tliat is just wliat I am jifraid of,” 




Margie. 

Tills islsind has heon sett]e<l so long that there 
can )>o hut few snakes of the hiinnful kiiul lett on it; 
for wiiites and fdacks alwiiys kill them at sight.” 

After a very jilejisant walk we re;ichcd llie hotel* 
where a lunch was rosidy for us* To me the jirin- 
cip:il feature of this lunch Wiis the broiled shad* 
the lish jiust taken from the water. It wjis the 
freshest and best J had over eaten. The oysters 
in the chowder were small* hut had been taken 
f om the water that morning* 

After the lunch liie cv<’Timionists hroke up into 
little jiailies, and eat^h went where they were Iiest 
ile:tsed to go, I felt rather iiielincd to go wheixj 
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]\[iss l\fnrgic went, for I had tVnind she uas nn 
agreeable as she was }>retly. Owen and the xShe]}~ ‘ 
aids went to |[ie Paliiietto Avenne, wldeli leaxU to 


an aneieiil liornesfcad, iiJlbrdlng a fair speehneii of 
the nlaiiler's lioinc in da vs ironc l>\\ Mr, 'rilhmv 
an<l Ids daughter wished to aseeml Blount Oor- 
nelia, to wliiih lliere was a carriage-road all tho 
way from tJie hotel to the suiniiiit. This Id 11 lias 
an elevation of iiinely-tivc feet, the highest point 
on die eoast fVoiu Xavcshik and Oulia, Mr, CoriK 


wood aeeoinpaided us, for, in spife of the warning 
XIr. Tiliany lia<l given me, he was the guide’s most 
attentive listener* 


On the summit of the hill we found an ohserva- 
torv, which we oeeupied fora full hour. It etnn- 
inanded a tine view of the ocean, the inland chan¬ 
nels, and the eountry Iie 3 ‘ 0 nd thenn Bef<ne wo 
loft, t)weii and the She[jards joined us. 

''Have you seen any snakes, IMargie?'' asked 
Edith, when thc}^ were seated at flie top of the 
ohservatorv, 

•L* 

I have not seen one; indeed, T have not 
thought of the snakes si nee Mr. Corn wood assured 

I, 

me we should see noned’ replied Miss Margie. 

''I rather like snakes* and I hoped I should sea 
Bome/' added Miss Edith, very i irately. 
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I tliink T coiikl Wwl some for you, Miss Kdith,” 
iiitcrposud ('oniwoo<l. 

No, I tliiiiik you. 1 do]]’t enre to fro siijikiuir, 
Vrhen I see one I wish to have it vvitliouL imy 
oHdrt oil my part," rejdiod the heaiiliful airl- 


" Thai is a iiiee way to ^ot out of it," 
iMiss Margie. "I heliove I should faint awav if I 

Cj ^ 

eame upon one, without any dfort on my part*” 

" Voii will !>e lilvolv to sec some on vour trip 
up the river, if you on shore. The largest 
iiioi'easin I ever saw I killed within tlic Iiniils of 
the eity of Jaeksonville* It was on tlie way to 

4-' 

Nionerief’s Are you fond of alligators?" 

asfvcd Mr* f.-ormvo{>d, ^vho also seemed to regard 


the hhrglisli girl with much favor, 

" I jievcr saw one in niv life," ausxvered Miss 
M arfjic. "Me d^uft have anv sueh eiaattures in 
Knglaud. Ihit 1 have seen jiietures of I he eroen- 
dile, which I dare ,say is the same thing." 

"Hicy are eertaiuly the same sort of reptile, 
though a crocodile is not an alligator any more- 
than an alligator is a crocodile. They diller in the 
shape <jf the head; the lower canine teeth of the 
crocodile fit into notclics between the teeth <jf the 
u])per jaw, while the alligator’s low'er teeth tit into 
cavities in the upper jaw. The alligator has a 
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broiiilcr mid sliortt;r lieml llimi the crocodilo. Th<^ 
cuynimi, found in tlie East Indies and in troJ:^it'!ll 
South Aincrioii, is diilbrent in some rcs[ieets from 
either* Ihit wo have both crocodiles and allii^ators 
in the iiHire soiithorii of the Unite<l States/^ 

^'1 mn sure 1 don't caix! %vhclhcr they arc cioeo- 
dilcs or iiiligiilors; they arc ii^ly4ooking Iwasls, 
and I don’t y\tmt to see any of thciiij’^ replied ^Miss 

i» ■ 

I\lr. Cornu'cod had evidently studied ufo’ on 
alligators ; and T was quite interested in his coni- 
pavison of the di tie rent reptiles j for 1 had suj[)- 
posed they were all alike. 

"You can't very well help seeing them when 
3^011 go up the iivei% for some of the streanis wc 
shall doiilUless explore are full of them/’ added 
the Floridian. 

Arc yon not afraid of them?” 

1 don’t think I ever saw anybody who was 
afniid of an alligator; they are too common hero 
to alarm any jjcrson. Hut 1 am sniquased that 
3 "on did not see an 3 ' alligators in Jacksonville, tor 
thousands of little ones are kept for sale at the 
cuviosit^'^ stores^ and larger ones are kc]>l lor exhi¬ 
bition.” 

" 1 didn't hapfien to see any of them. Are tln^y 

j1+i Is: V 


ff 


tf 
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" do not oonHidor them so. In llio e:n lier 
djiys (tf Iho SUdo, \vh(‘!t jilli^iitor^ oip’lihMui loot 
in lon;^lh norc ocoa.si(inn]ly f'oiii]<i» tlioy ]uj 3 y have 
allaokt'tl moil wlion thoy oaiii^lit tlioni in the waloia 
On hnnl they are rather wlu^^n^ih; hut they nro 
ri”iit smart in the water. The iar;;^cst ones wc are 
likely to sec ^vill not he over twelve feet lon^; 
and yon will Tind ten little ones to one of this 
size. None of tlieni will meddle even with a 
chi hi: tlioiii^li if you should lie on the edire of a 
boat, with u hand or foot in the water, and went 
to sloeji, (hey ini^lit snap at 

r^li ! ” ;2jasped the pretty maiden, with a shad¬ 
der, 

" You will he so iiiiioh aoeustoincd to lliem m a. 
week after wo start up the river, that you will not 
mind Ihcni more than you do the flies, and not 
half so miieli as you do tlic mosquitoes/’ ailded 
JMr. Corn wood. 

^\re there many moscpiitoe.s whei'e we arc 
goin^, Mi\ Cornwood?” ashed Mr. Tillany. 

"Xot many at this season of (ho year, thon£]fh 
we may lall into localities where they are very 
[denty. T .shall take the lilierty to suggest to Caj.)- 
tain Garniiigham to have a (juantity of njosqiiito 
netting on hoard, to jwovide ag^iinst these pests/* 
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the FloricliuiL ghtiiLing' from the h'ngiish- 
m:m to me. 

'' I will tell (he slewurd to sec llisit the heds and 
bortlis lire [irt^perly proleetc<h” I lidded, ghul to 
liiivc the suggestion in season to save the passen¬ 
gers from amioyanee. 

Owen and Miss Fdilli liad not paid any atten¬ 
tion to Mr, Corn wood's lessons in natural hist or \\ 
lh)th of them had evident I v voted the Fhiridinn a 

h 

h<jre* My cousin Ihouirht it was lime 1o ret inn 

L* 4. 

to llic lioleK where the band was plaviiiir for the 

it IL> K. J 

henelit <tf the pe(>jde. 

All the party bad etilleeted there, and we soon 
started hir the steamer. The band went ahead 
and playe<l a marih, and wc kept step to the 
iniisie. 1 ibmid that Mr. Corn wood bad again 
attaclied liim.sdf to Miss ^rargie, to tlie plain 
annovanee of that, lady’s father, I ealle<l liiin 
away, and dropping to ihe rear of the ]:n*oecssion, 
1 tpieslioned liiin in regard to the trip up the 
river. He clearly understood my object in asking 
these fjiiestions at tliis time, and his answers were 
erusty, and liis manner fulky, I persisted in tor- 
turin<r him till we rearlied the steamer, thondi I 
saerilieed my own pleasure in doing it for Miss 
Jlargie's beneiil. 






i)our.\ sori rn ; on, 


1 'i'’* 

It was jnst fdiir Ijy llie flock in the j>ih>t-hou?i€ 

the Svl\ :ini:i sfiiltal on her retiinu The din- 

1 . 

ncr was served in the eatan, and Goijlier had done 
Ids host, as usual* At .six Coniworxl niade ii v<!ry 
irood laiidiiii^ at the Market AVliarf, and our quests 
de[airtcd inniiediaiely* J had to thank Washhum 
for iloin^ one-half of the hand-shakin^ii wlicn they 
stefiited ashore* Cornwood llionght he would re- 
inahi in the eity, hut I told him J wantetl him on 
hoard, 11ie mate did not go to the anchorage iu 
the steamer, but stayed ashore. 
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CHAPTEK XV. 


A WAli OF WORDS. 


*TT7"AST1BURX bad rcijorted to me that, while 
If I was dining with the passeirgers in the 
cainii^ Cirifliii Leeds had gone into the lot-house 
and had a short interview with Cornwood, Of 
course we used the octoroon as a waiter; and 
even Gopher took a hand at the same occupation,, 
for he liked to hear what tlie party said about tlio 
cliliner. GrifJin must have taken the lime while 
the waiters were clearing tlie tables for the last 

■O 

course, or while the gcntleincu ’were amusing 
lliemselvcs wdth the American custom of making 
speeches. In either case^ it was almost a sin for 
a waiter to leave his post. 

Cornwood was sulliy ivheii I said T wanted him. 

k/ 

Doubtless lie had business on shoi'c, as I had for 
him on l>oard. I paid him live dollars u day and 
e.\i)cnBcs; and I thought I had the best right to 
his services. 

"^Ir. Cornwood, I desire to have you map out 
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iMjws soivni i on, 


31 priu lii-alslo tnp up tlio river for n steamer lli;tl 
(Innvs nme feet uf wriler, with her hunkers full of 
etirtl,” I l)e^!in, J s^esitecl niyself in luy room. 

The w'onls were hiinJlv out of niv mouth when 

h- -V 

1 [o]> T(jss1bnl ciiiuc in w ith ii ines^ugc written on 
an old enveloiio» from Owen. 

Come to the Colonel's house at once. 

Owxx/' 

"At once''meant immediately; and 1 was not 
a little annoyed l)y the suiimnnis, since it pvc- 
vcnlecl rnc iVoin eaiTVing out iiiy part of Wash- 
l>urn\s little phui;. 

"1 have the ernise all mapped out, Captain (hir- 
ningluuu,*' replied Cornu'ood, while 1 was rcjiding 
the messnsre from iiiv eou.siu. 

k* 

He took from liis breast-pocket ti document, 
which he IrtiKle^l to me w ith it slifT bow'. On 
oj)cning it, I found it was a earefully prepared 
outline of the proposed cruise up the river, with 
defoiii's ill various l>ays and smaller streams. 

"I will cxamiiie this at my lei sit re; for T am 
called to the hnnse r>f Colonel Shepard hy ^Ir. 
(ianiinirhimK” 1 c(mtinne<l, " Verv likelv lie de- 
sires to give me inslructions in regard to the 
up-river trip, If he dues, I wish to see you as 
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soon ns I rot urn ; and I may not l)C gone more 
tliaii an liour.’’ 

("oriiAVood made no ro|)ly ; l)ut I saw tliat Ise 
was Inting ids dp. ?dy request was e<|uivalent io 
an order to iNaiiain on Ijoard, and lie was not ex- 
aeliy in positioii to set any wislics at dulianee. I 
went ashore as soon as a i>oat could he dro|]j>ed 
into the water, an<l hastened to the house of the 
Culoneh Owen saiit he was \'erv glad to see me ; 
and iVom the excitement of his manner, I judged 
that souietldn^x was in the wind. 

t/’ 

" 1’o-inorrow will be Saturday,’' said he, walk¬ 
ing iqi and d(3wn the parlor wlierc I had sealed 
inyseir. " TIjc same jiarty we had to-day, in- 
cludlnir the Silver Cornet Band, will make a little 
run up the river, inid stop for a while at ^Irs. 
Jlitehell's ]dace, if it is praelieablo, with a dinner 
at four o’clock,” 

" It is not practieahle — ” 

" It is not jwaetieable 1 ” exclaimed Owen, stop¬ 
ping in front of me. 

You did not hear me out, mv dear charterer 

V 

of the Sylvania,” I replied, amused at the sudden 
cheek put upon his enthusiasm. ''It is not praeti- 
calde to run the sleamer up to the pier at Mrs. 
Milehcirs place; hut we can land the passengers 
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in llic or rntn^o wd onn ga up llio rivor 

riiiiUva^ nncl lunlirips farllun/^ 

" \Vc (lon’1 want to iiji Ui — wliat'.s llint jiLu a 
von montioiiod? I luivc hoard of it helorc, mikI it 

■k* 

H forty or tHty inilos n]>/’ added Owen, wiio bad 
been too busy looking siHcr Kdith to jniy 

any atlcrttion to the geography of the Slate. 

"1’lie place is Piiutka; and it is seventy-live 
miles up.” 

"It would take all day to go to Pilatka; be¬ 
sides, I don’t w ish to spoil all the fun of the I rip 
we arc to take next week. I’hcrc’s a Chinese 
town or eitv, where Mr.s. Whafs-Iier-iianie lives, 
about a dozen jiiiles up,” continued my coiEsin. 

"A diincsc town? There are no Chinaiiieii of 
any (‘oiisequencc in Florida." 

'' Xo, no ! A bovn w ith a Chinese name, where 
llie kuly that wrote CTitcle lom's Calun lives,” 
interposed Owen impatiently* 

"^randariii,” T added, after I liad eonsnhed a 
pamphlet guide. I lia<l picked up in one of tlie 
hotels, " It is lilk’scii miles from here." 

"Thal'.slhe })Iaee ; and it is just the right dis¬ 
tance ! ” exidainied Owen* " We will go to .’\Iaii- 
daiin. Hv the wav, you must have a lunch on 
hoard about twelve." 
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"All this is quite jiraeticahlo/' 

"And \viiy can't you take tlio strainer uj> to the 
pier at Mrs* Mitchell's jiluce?” demanded iny pas- 
Eon^cia 

"iJerausc the liottoni is too near the top of tlic 
vvater/' I Tqdicd, laughing at the puz>;led expres¬ 
sion on iny cousiifs lace* 

" C^:^uld5!'t you have the bottom put farther 
down for this occasion?’* ho inquired very seri¬ 
ous Iv. 

"Orlaiiily, if you are willing to pay the bills 
and to sviiit long enough for the W'ork to Ijo doiied’ 
"1 dtuft object to the bills, but we can’t wait**^ 
" 1 see that you have heroine quite an Aiuericaii 
traveller; you don’t dispute any bills, and you 
cau l wait." 


'■ 1 can’t ivait to have a ehaiinel dredged out up 
to that iHcr, for very likely it Avould take all day 
to do it/’ 

" It w ould take you Britishers three months to 
do it; Arnoncans would do it in a week.” 

" 1 think iny uncle, your father, is a Britisher* 
But I liave no time to (piarrel wuth you about I hat 
matter nowq it will keep. M'e will lie landed at 
the pier in IjouLs, since you are not willing to 
ticcominodate us in any other nianuur*” 


* ‘ 


ir)8 iiowx souTit; Oil, 

I will Jirranirc tlin laiKliiifj so ihnt it f^luill ho 
siUisfsu'ltprv,” I jishltHl, lliiiikinir of :i hir^^c haim^ I 
h;i(l st'cii at tlic bout-wharf, 

'"'I hon we arc all rijxht for to-nioiTOW', arc wo, 
AlirkV"' asked inv facetious cousin, 

n' 

'"Ail rip:lit, ’Wlicncvcr you tell iug wliat you 
want, it shall be done*” 

Ibit just iK>w‘^ yfju objected to taking your 
steamer up to that" pier. 

" I sbouki have qiialiiicd the declaration — 

** Merciful nolandsplosli ! ” 

" Is that man your idol?” 

You take my breath away with your stunning 

louir ’words ! ” 

" 1 wTuft take your breath away, for you wall 
'want it all. 1 will do all you ’want when 1 can,” 
1 added. 

'Mlow mueli prettier that sounds than * qualified 
the deelavationJ ” 

1 sec that I must write out all niy speeches in 
words of not more than four letters, so as to bring 
them down lo the dull brain of a Ib iton.” 

"'The duH brain of a Briton is gt^od.” 

'\So ^^'Onr tViend ilotandsplosli Mould sayd’ 

J M ill intnaince liim to you some time,” 

'' I <hJift M’ant lo kiioM liim j he is too slow' for 


me. 
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r<Mnc, Alli k; wft siro tjuaiTollin^ will’d 
wo ha VO iiusiness to ito,*’ said Owen, ^halving his 
si H at Idol's liko a \oxod old Id, 

^ oil arc ijuari’olliiig ; I am not- You pick me 
up oil mv huii^iiaixe as thouixli \ ou were uiv si hooi- 
master, and Ihcii complain that 1 am iin[K;diiig the 
boshioss of tlie conference.” 

"(’ill. it short ! Minpeiling llie business of the 
conference !' That jaw of yours will need to he 
patched up ]>y a dentist, man ! ” 

Your jaiv does all the inisc'liief; and you are 
at it again, with your pedagogical— 

''(hit it short ! Wliat a word! A young man 
of liiifli ahii-s ouidit not to use such a word; and 
anvhodv else ought to he hung tor it 1 ^ 

'\Still at itP' 

'^1 wish to say something about the run up the 

river,” continued (Yven, wlio was very fond of 

criticising ni}" language, and would even neglect 

important husincs.s to do it, 

" Say it, tlieiK” 

" Y'here do we go?” 

" YTiciover von sav.” 

*• 

"Merciful irotaiidsplosh ! Am T to study up 
tlio geography of this State, so as to tell yon 
where to go?” demanded my jiassenger. 

"I will select a route, in consultatiou — ” 
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” Oil do:ir ! " fi:as]Kxl Ow'cn, tlirowiir^ blmself at 
full U on ii 8 oHi, witli his Icpfs liEinf^iiiir over 

one <uul of it, iis tlKHijili lie were in utter 

" I will talk with K-u-r-n-e-l, (V^loncl, S-li-e-j>- 
rt-r-d, Sliepard, adioiit (lie r-o-ii-t-c, routed' 

flood ! Shove it olf on tlie (Colonel!” cx« 
elaiuKxl Owen. "I knoiv what you .say now 5 sind 
1 fe(d ]>elterd* 

" iVihaps yon would like to know where it is 
possible for us to go,” I continued, taking ( orn- 
wood's paper from my pocket as Owen spniiig to 
his feet, ^^llerc are some suggestions in regard 
lt> where we may go ; it was made up by our 
guide ; ” and I liEinded him the paper, which lie 
{ipeiKxl to the fold of the sheet, and turned it oixr 
and (wer. 

" ^ferciful Grand Panjandrum ! ** 

Another friend <>f yours I ” 

" i ijot him out of an Anicriean book ; and that 
accounts for it! Am I to read all this? y^empus 
ffffp'L I^et it fugit! I slioiild have to be buried 
in the blue sands of Florida if I read all this;” 
and he turned it over several times more. 

You would have to ho buried in thought for a 
short time if you read it.” 

me see, wliat did you call whaPs in this 
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paper? Suggestion.s, was it? li' *liese are only 
sui^gestioihs, wliut must tlie real tljijiir U; I No, 
no, Aliek ' Go wjiere you please ; I nil don'! ask 
nio to read that paper. Only give us some slmot- 
ing and Jisliing. Don't bother me with any more 
suggestions/^ 

You sent for mcj and I came,” 

"I know vou <lid. You are a vonnir lamln 
A lick, A ow go and put it to the Colojjel and 
Titian V.” 

Presently Colonel SlicpaiTfs party came into the 
parlor. They bad just arrived at the house, for 
they had stopped to sec some alligators, and 1o 
buy Gulf beans and alligators teeth, oniainented, 
for wateh-eharms and olher ^V'car, Miss 3Iar:rio 
had scon an alligator six feel long, and tlmu^rlit iic 
was very terribio. The baby reptiles she consid¬ 
ered '*very euiming little pets/' 

1 jiroeecded at once to talk with Colonel Slic])- 
ard about the up-river trip, lie looked the [niiier 
o\'ci% but he and iMr, Tillany wci'c almost as iiiueli 
perplexed over it as Gwen had iR'en, 

A\ e must go up the St, Johns to Enterprise, 
at least, aiid up the Ocklawaha t<i Lake Grimii,” 
said tile Colonel, 

^'IJnt the Sylvania draws too niueh water to *^0 

c 

II 
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fnr Ijrvniid PiLUksi.. After we ^ct the anthraritis 
vo:\\ (JUt of the fuiriker^ we .shall carry up 
feet," I replied. 

" ('nrry up ci^bt feet I You liiive only two to 
earrv, niul an alligator may bile olT one of Ilium,’* 
slnmtetl Owen, who it seemed liad licen listening 
to me, instead of giving attention to Miss Edith’s 
eliarms, about which she wa^s talking* 

^*{Jive heed to my eliarms, Mr. Garmnghain! ” 
said Miss Edith, 

Tliiifs just wliat I have done since I first saw 
you ! ” exclaimed Owen, 

I promised to consult the Floridian, and took 
my leave. 
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CHAPTER XVL 

GRIFFIX LEEDS AT A DISCOtrXT. 

I DID not expeot that Mr. Cornwood would como 
on shore after what had passed between him and 

me. and I did not hnrrv on board when 1 left the 

■» 11^ 

lionsG of Colonel Shepard. I passed troni St. 
James Square down Laura Street, into Forsylli, on 
whicli the St, Johns House was situated. I })assed 
tlie house several times, looking for Waslilniriij. Ibr 
I desired to know ivhat success lie had iiad in 1<jolt¬ 
ing up Mr. Cobhington. 1 saw nothing of the 
mate, and I ^vent into Bay Street, only a square 
from Forsvth. 

■V 

1 looked in every direction for Washburn, but I 
could not hnd him, and I w^as (jbliged to give up 
the search. I found my boafs crew on the wharf, 
wateliing some negroes opening oysters. It was 
done in a very <‘lunisy manner, compared with the 
work of a Providence opener I had seen in New 
York ; and luy men were not at all satisfied ivith 
the manner it was done, tliough they had no 
interest in the job. 
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" ll:ivc you jsoeii Mv. WiishTiurn, I Jiskcd, 

iis wo W!i!ku<l do\v]i tho wluirf, 

Vo.'^, ^lir; wo ]>iit him on liosird half nn lioiir 
iiLTo,’* replied the assisiant cii^iucrv, wlio prelerrcd 
to ]nill a l)oat rather tliaii be idle* 

'^I'hat: wws whv 1 eoidd not find him in the streets 

h 

of rbu ksoriville,” 1 arhled. " Has nnv one come olF 

^ *• 

from the steamer sinec T came ashore?” 

" Xo, sir, not a soul,” answered IJon, decidedly. 

1 was ^lad to iiear this, for it asBiired me that 
Corn\voo<l ha<l not left the steamer* The Sylvaina 
was anchored on the otlitcr side of the main channel, 
winch was near the line of wharves, hnt not more 
than a quEtrter of a mile distant. In a few minutes 
I was on l)oard. The mate was at sii])[>cr^ Emd as 
1 had dined within a couple of hours, 1 did not 
disturb liiiu* I went to the steward, and p^ave him 
directions in regard to tlie hmch and dinner for 
the next da}"* (^ornvvood was smoking his cigar 
on the foi'ecsislle* I took the precaution to fell 
him that I wanted to see him in about Inilf an hour 
or less, that he might not come into my room while 
I ’svas eniranfed witli Washburn. 

I hiid done some thinking over tlie matter of 
eavcsdroppcTB op board. I came to the conclti- 
sion that 1 would have nothing of the kind on 
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boanL 1 Imd entire oonlidcnee in tlie two eniri- 
lujcr^, otic oT wliotn wms the .son of inv iruiirdijtn in 

■i h 

;M(nilouicrcy, jiiid the other hud .‘juikMl with me 
sinrii the Sylvuiilu liud come into iny po.'^^c.s^ioiu 

OSes ririckhiiul, the ehiel, was iviiiLr on u stdh in 
the cnirint;sr<j<inu 1 culled Hen, uikI told lliein iKsth 
enoui^li to tiiinhle thein to understand tine silntilioi^ 
un<l that Bonio (d' the later additions to our ship’s 
eon)[(any might he cuvc$droj>pers. 1 asked them 
to keep an eye on the open windows of my state- 
rouin, and let me know if there were anv .skulking 
or loitering near them* IMoses seated Inin.self at 
one door of the entrine-room, and Hon at the other* 
d’hey were on deck, next to the rail, where they 
eon hi sec the windows of my room. There was u 
skyliirht in the Inirneane-deck overlicad, wliieh was 
always open in this edimate when it did not rain* 
1 said nothing about this opening, heeause 1 eon Id 
hear any persoifs f(X)tsteps on the deck over me. 

"W'ashhnrn eame on deek soon after I ha<l made 
this little airangeinent* We went into our room 
I(y mntnal consent, for one had somelhinsT to sa\', 
and the (dher \\ante<l to hear it. T ex]jlaineU to 
hitn what I hat I done to trjip any li.sfcner who 
might want to know what we .said* He re]died 
that he liatl thought of doing soiiiethiug of the kind 



lL 


i>ow\ ; OK, 

hinist'lf; hu\ Ik^ {Hd ru^t care to throw snspidon 
evi^ii upon (irifilii Leod.'i hy telling <11110^*3 the true 
stoi'v, 

4. 

"Well, \r!isljhurii, did you find your lusin?’*! 
jisked. 

I ;im .sorry to say T did iiot/Mie rei>lied* But 
I found where he boarded; nnd was told he was 
out, and woul<l not return before nine or ten in llic 
eveniiiir. 1 shall try ajjain early in the morning* 
bebu’o lie goes out for the day, for he takes only 
his breakfast at the house ^rhorc he lodges.” 

" Where <loes he lodge?” 1 inquired. 

AVashburn ga^'e me the street and number. It 
was not in the best part of the city by any means; 
and tlie mate inferred that he was not connerted 
witli the "first families.” Jhit ho was none the 
worse for this. Ills landlord knew nothing about 
him* and had made liini pay a week^s board in 
advance. 

'SVo eontinued to talk about Cobluii^rton hir some 
time ; hut we were none tlie iviser when we got 
ihroiigli than when we began. Suddenly we heard 
a treniGiidous sentiling overhead. It sounded as 
though two men or rnore were engaged in a sevei^e 
contliot. After the first onslaught was over, tiie 
voiceB of tiv'o angry iiion w^ero heard; and one of 
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them was that of l^eii Kownian. Both Wtishimrii 
iirul I ^lsllc^l o(it <d' th<i slutc-nxini, heat one dour, 
aii<l I at the olher» 

When we were able to see the eonihataiiis, tliey 
were found to he Ben Bowman and (jriliiii Lee<ls* 
Ben had l)y this time proved that lie wjus the more 
powerful and cilkieiit of the two, for tlie oetoroon 
had been pinned, as it were, to the deck, so that 
lie was unable to do anvlhint^ but kiek» The as- 
sistant engineer had him ]>y the throat, and llie 
listener's altcmiits to sjieak resulted in nothing hut 
a hoarse, choking sound, wliieh it was painful to 
hear. Griffin's strength was rapidly failing liini 
under the severe treatment of the engineer. 

Jn another minute, all iiamls were eliml.ing tlie 
ladder to the Ijurrieaiio-deek* I notieed that Corn- 
wood came up from the forecastle over the tof' of 
the pilot-house, which I liad forlnddcn any one on 
board to do, at tlie l)egimiiiig of the voyage, to 
prevent injury to the })nint. 1 eoneluded tliat 
Griffin liad eoine up in the same way. The oeca- 
sion of the strife w'as plain enough to me as soon 
as I discovered who W'ere em^aged in it. I felt a 
little elieajj after all the jireeautions 1 had taken to 
prevent being overheard. 

"Let him up, Ben,” 1 saidj when I iliougld he 
had done enough* 


DOWN .SOUTH ; on. 
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T\tv cnffinoi^r Jit (nu o reliiK[uislic(l Ms on 

llu ‘ ^H'1 tirnoii, :huI stood up. lUU. (M'iilin ttid not 
fippoiir to l»o jiljlc not up yot. lliMh of llu3 men 
vveix' gns]litii:' tdi' ])rc3nlh^. :iikI ueitlier of flietn wiis 
jihle lo s[je:ik for soiuo As liie winter 

My <m tlie deck, I noticed tliut he Avore no slioes, 
tiuniiili tie Ii;k1 on n paired' vA'ooIlcn socks. I looked 
jdiout for Ills sli(H\s, 1 liud iH>t seen (ji ifiln liefore 
siiK C I cumc on Ijoiird. 

It i.s ]>lain euouirb Avlint this adiiir lueuiisd^ I 
Sidd to the mute, avIuM W 0 

pfel his inx?at!u find to fie fd>le to explain what the 
occasion of tlie conflict aa’ms. 

"'ll don't need a A'cry-lonp^-headcd iinin to ex¬ 
plain T-ejjlied the inate. ^ Giiilin Mis been at 
llie (did trick airaJin” 

I 

" w'iijit is ttic old trick, IMi'. Mate?” tlcmiHuled 
Coniwood, iiithcr otrensivelv. 

""]f yon aro a Siiilor, 3 on aa’iII call nic my 
named' iT'plicd Washlnmi, Avitli di^^nify. 

"Excuse me, Mr. Wasldnirn; but 1 am sonie- 
. Achat interested In one of the fmrlies to this roAA'd^ 
added ( ornwood. as he ^hineed at me. "T meant 
no otrence, )mt f Ava.s a little excited hy tlio cin-urn- 
stances. I Imnight tin's man on board, and J am 
anxious to have hint do Ms duty faithfully/ 
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nnswci^d Cornwtjod, \v\i\i wlijit. seemed to rno to 
Ih^ jjlferted humility^ lor liis eye still flashedn arid 
111 ! was cvhli'iillv stniLr»^liiiLr Ui l>e ealm. " V>'ill 
you lie klml eiioiigli to tell me, Mi\ WaslihuriH 
w hat the old tviek \vas?” 

luivesdropijiiig' listening to conversation not 
intended for him, which was going <in in the cap- 
taiifs room,” iT!ijlic<l the mate, rather warmly. 

"'ll is verv strange to me, tor 1 have known tlie 
boy for years, and I never heard any of his em¬ 
ployers lind fault \vith liim before,” added (Jorn- 
wood. doift believe there is a better behaved 
boy in the State than (jriffin Leeds, Kxecisc me 
for sa)'ing so much, w hich I should not ha\"e said 
if 1 had not brouglit the boy on board and recom- 
inendcd him to you,” 

J had 110 fault to tiiid with his statement, as long 
as it was respectfub By this time Ben had got his 
w ind again, and aiiiieared to lie ready to ex))laiii 
the I'cason for the ctnitliet w Idcli had created sneh 
a .sensation on l)oard. All hands w ore on dock, 
gjithered around tile eonibatauts, i was satisfied 
from the heginniiig that Ben had not begun the 
tight, for this w'as the first time 1 had ever kiitwii 
him to resort to violence, except when he had been 
ordered to do so by tlie mate in two instances^ 







holh cjf tht'ni llm oNjnilr^ioii from tlic voKf^ol 

ol' (’.tplaiii HooitiJ^hv* 


Wcll^ how wsifs 


if, iMi% 


Bowtiimi?” 1 iisked, 


ojilliiiir liiin ]>y Ins las! name ivltlj a Innulie to it, a.s 
I always did in the presence of the slii|fs e<impimy. 
"A few minutes hcfore I eamc ujKm the hurri- 


ciuuMleek. sir, I thought there was sonietliiii;^ like 
inotion forward of tlic foremast, I stood up, huf; 
1 ef>uld not see auvthiu^ or any body* But I could 
not i^et it out of iny head that somctiiin^^ ^I'as "oirisr 
on there, I spoke to Mr* Brickland about it, and 
he told me to ^o uj:i and sec wliat if was/* 


Wlierc was Mr- Brickliiiid at that time?’'de¬ 
manded Corn wood. 

" Mr, l^owuian is answering my question, Mr. 
Coi'nwood, and you will not interfere,” I inter¬ 
posed, for the Floridian appisared to have taken 
uijon himself the duty of counsel for the octoroon, 
J beg your pardon, captain," replied Cormvood 


with a deferential hoiv^ 

" I went to the ladder on the starboard side, and 
mounted to this deck. As soon as 1 got up here. 


1 saw Gi iffin lying flat on his face, witii liis riirhl 
ear at the opening under the sash of the skylight. 


I sli|>ped off my shoes, and crept as lightly ns 1 
could t(J the place ivherc Grillin lay. 1 had no idea 
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BP of attaf'king liiin, and otily intyndod to wliat lio 

■F ^\■As duing tliere, As s^jum as I was salislic<l tliat 

£; lu‘ was lislmiini^ to Ibo conversation hehveen you 

I& - ^ - 

^ and Mr. Waslihiirn, which I could hear, tliongh 1 

eoiikl not tell wliat yon said, I just toiichc<l tiiin on 
tlie .shoiddciN 1 meant to beckon him to come 
a wav from tlic skviidit, luit he did md mve me 
time to do (hat* lie sprang to his feet, and wo 
all know he is a st^ry fellow, and piLdied into me 
as thoiiirh T had tried to mnrdor him.” 

" You lie ! ” yelled the otdoroon, with a savage 
oat In ” Yon did try to murder me I ” 

(ii'ifiin leaped from his recumtiout position, and, 
foaming with rage, drew ii howie-knife from his 
poi'kct, the long blade of ichidi lie threw o])eu 
with a jerk of his hand. With the knite gleaming 
in the air, lie rushed upon lien Jiowman, Ho 
would surely have jdung’ed the blade into his in¬ 
tended victim, if Buck Liii^^lev had not darted 
u]>on Inin a.s soon as he saw tlie knife. The deck- 
hand was the stoutest person on board, and he horc 
the octoroon to the deck in an instant, and wrcnelicd 
tlic knife from his grasp. 

^Mlold on to him a moment, Buck ! ” I called to 
hiim *'Get some line, and tie him iiand and foot I” 
' Hop Tosslbrd sprang to obey my or<ler. He 
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Dowx &c>i:ru; oit, 




fc:eizcHl the end of ii ]ioavo-liiu!^ iind wliilc Riiek drew 
llio iirins ofllio w:dtor behind liiin, he s(‘(‘iired llieni 
in lliis position with the iissistanoe of the Jiuite. 
This line oidy for tein|)orary use; and Ilcip 
soon iiroii^dit a hniuifid of pieces of whale-liiic 
from the store-room^ and the prisoner was eare- 
fully secured. Tlie ocf orooii stru^^le<l to escape, 
but tlic mute and Buck held In in tiji^ht. 

Drop the starl)oard boat into the water,” I 
continued. Wnsliburii, you will deliver luui 

to the police of the city,” 
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CILVITER XVII, 

POOR GUIFF ASh IIIH COUNSEL* 

QURELY, Cuptiiin Garninghiim, you cannot 
o niGtin to hand the inau over to the pfjljco 
for "cttiniiT into a coniiiion l>rawl,” said Corn wood, 

r^i o ^ 

wlieii 1 had «^ivcn rny order* 

We don't allow' brawls on hoard Ibis sfearner* 
Tills is the Hrst one th;it ever occurred on the 
doilcs of this vessel/^ I replied, dehaling in my 
ow n nnnd whether or not I should discliarfjc Ihc 
Floridian, wdio seemed to be the real culprit* 
though of course I could not prove tliat he was 
the outorooifs ])nndpal in the business of caves- 
dro])ping. 

"■ Hnt lliis ^\as sinijily a niisnndcr.stfmding be¬ 
tween the men; and both of them w ill be as good 
friends as ever bef{>rc morning/' pleaded (’orn- 
'vvood* "Mr* Bouinaii intended to do llie bov 
no liarni w hen he seized hold of him; and poor 
Griir thoiiglit he intended to kill him.” 

”That's just what I thought,” replied the octo¬ 
roon, who had enliivly (‘ooh>d uiW 
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Tjiit T (l^hrt liolil of iiiro, lis tlic! 

nniH niU^rjiased l\vn [jowiiiati. " I did not 

Jay the ^voi;j:ht of one liand on liini ; 1 only just 
t<nu'bed him, iih I said before; and I doift want 
anyho<ly to say I seized Jjold of hinu 1 didn’t do 
auvliiiiiii: ol' llic sort,” 

h 

■ 

'^1 lay down tlierc and went to sleep, for I 
have had to work liar<l to-day. I lay in a hard 
position, and I suppose it was that which made 
me dreanf that soincbodv had struek me on I he 
head, and was tiying to murder me,” Grillin ex¬ 
plained, in the most hmuhlc tones, 'M woke, 
and seeing a man bending over me, I tliought the 
dream Wiis a reality/’ 

" ’\^^ero you dreaming w'lien yon drew the knife, 
at least five niiimtcs after you ^vere pinned to the 
(leek by Mr. Bowimm?” I asked, sternly, ''Your 
story is too thin/’ 

'*! w'us mad, crazy with excitement; 1 didn't 
know what 1 was doing,” pleaded "poor Oriff.” 
"Don’t give me over to the police I T never was 
bcfcjre a court for anything in all my life! For¬ 
give me this time, dear Captain ! ” 

I was afraid 1 niigJit do so if he bdked to me 
looir in this stmim 

Take him down to the hoat ! Obev vour 
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onlcr, Mr. M"nshl>urn \ ” I ssikl, Y’ith energy, 
tlio knife Yith y<m. jiikI deliver it to tlie 

police/’ 

^'Cn[)tnin Guniin^hiini, T beg you to consider 
tlint you are doing a very gresit injustice to ihk 
boy, who, I nm eertiiin, intended no barm t<j any¬ 
body/’ interposed Cornwootl again, 

1 don’t believe in the harmless intentions of a 
man who can dniw a hovvie-knife on aia^ther,” I 
replied; and 1 had no more doubt of the octo¬ 
roon’s guilt than I had of own existence, 

" I am very sorry indeed that 3'ou should lake 
so serious a view of wbiit has proved a harmless 
adray/* added Cornwood, ^'If 3011 deliver him 
over to the police, which, as the captain of tlie 
vessel, 3"ou Ixave a right to do, I suppose his ease 
will be called to-morrow forenoon. I must ask 
leave of abseiiee to act as his eouuseb” 

I supposed this was said to remind me of the 
excursion of tlie next da}^ tlie news of xvhich had 
been circulated from the stewaixbs depaitment* 
lint the excursion made no diti'erenco to me ; I 
felt that I ha<l a duty to i>erforni, and I uas re¬ 
solved to perform it, even if the excursion liad to 
be posltioued to another day. Grillin Leeds was 
carried into the boat, and the mate departed for 
the citv with him. 
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^ Mr, ('ornwoodj I whoiihl lik(^ to hoc you 
in ri'pinl li> (Ik- iii)-nvi'v li’iii,” I Kiii.l, as soon 
ns the boat hud left tJie stejujjer. '' Wc leave on 


i\I<nidn v/" 

% 

" If this nfhiir which li:is just octuirrod will jmr- 
niit us to <lo added the Floridian, ralher 


'riisit need not detain us a single d;iyd’ I re- 
])ijed, decidedly, " Wq Iiave twice as inni^y iiands 
ius we need for this river nuviiratiou; and we cun 
spare all that may be needed as witnesses.” 

" Ihit 1 have to remain to defend jjoor Gritf, 
who, 1 am persuaded, is a victim of drcitni- 
stances,” said C^onnvood, who evidejatlv intended 
to make it })laln I was to reap tlie l>itler fruits of 
my f<dly in the dissatisfaction of my passengers, 
as they might not lie inclined to stay after they 
had made up their minds to go, 

^^Tlien 1 shall Im ol>liged to make the trip with 
a river j)ilot,” I added inoiiij^tly, for I did not 
intend that the Floridian should get ahead of me 
in this husincss. 

The guide hit his lips, as though he did not 
quite like tlie sitii.ition. Tie knew oiiongh of 
Owen (tarningliain u understand tliat, after he 
had made up his nu.-o lo .start on the ujwiver trip 
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on ^[ondiiy, he would lie determined t<T iii the 
face of all ohshudes. 

" I eiin hardly dessert the poor fellow in liis 
trouhle/' sighed Mr, Coniwood. 

^'Thnt is a question you must decide for your¬ 
self, ” 1 replied, with as mueli iiidiflerence as I 
e{)uld assume. "It seems to me you make a 
light matter (jf a serious assault, and your 
pjitliy is all with the man wlio committed it. \ ou 
call him 'poor GrillV though lie were a peme- 
cuted \lctim, instead of one who had raised his 
hand with a knife in it against one of the ship’s 
company.” 

" 1 have a gi'cat regard for that ho^', for lie 

saved mv life once when 1 fell overhoard and was 
«• 

injured so that T could not swim, and tliere were 
three large sharks near the vessel. I should he 
inhuman to desert him, even if he were as guilty 
as \uHi seem to tiiink he is/' continued the guide ; 
hut T was inclined to believe that his explanation 
was more than half an invention, 

"In what court will tlus man be hroiiglii up?” 
I asked, 

" He will he brought before the niavor, as 
Tiiiigisfnvle; and if he considers it a simjdo as* 
eault, he will line the boy, or send him to prison; 

J2 
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if ail assault whli iiiftuit l<> kill, be will hind him 
owr to !i hi^hei' eom t I'or trial.” 

" either cjise, the iiiiilter is likely lie di.S" 
j)(>sed of in season for tljc exeiirrii<jn to-riairrow 
forenoon, Jf ho is bound over, wo can ap[K‘ai\ 
Kiuh of us as are required as witnesses, at the 
proper tiniej” 1 replied, as ofl-hand as though I 
had been a lawver aH niv days, "Xow we will 
leave tliat ijnestian, and turn to others of more 
importance.” 

" It ina}’' be a matter of lig^ht importance to have 
the boy sent off to work with a prison-^ans^ for 
two or llnee yeiii’s, but I don’t so regard it,” 
gi'owicd (.’oruwood* 

When a man dmws a knife on another, he 
needs the attention of the courts. You seem to 
he so accustomed to that soit of thiiiir that von 
mind nothing about it. ^Vhero I come from we 
don't use Ivinves with that soit of freedom.” 

"If it were not dearly a misundci’standiM£r on 
the part of poor Gritf, I wouldn't say anything 
niore al>out it,” 

" It was no inisnnderstaiiding wliru Gritriri leaped 
to liis feet, at least five minutes after the struifirle 
with the engineer, and rushed upon him with a 
.\nite. But wc %viil say nothing more aliout it, 
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nmliow. Colont-I Shopjird sny.s tlic [>nrty w hli to 
nj> tho riviir as iar sis iSanf'cu'd mihI lailorpriso, 
iimi up the (Kklawalla tu Lake Grifilu.” 

^'As it lo lie very uueoilain whether I 

f^o w’ilh you or not^ I prefer Io sny nothing ahotit 
tlic trip for the pressont/’ replied the Fluridlaiij 
sulkily* 

\ eiy well; then you iv ill eonsitler your en- 

gageiiu 111 at an end,” 1 addcnL without nn instant’s 

hesitation ; and already I hei?;ui to feel scane relief 

at the idea of getting rid of a suspicious person, 

]\ly sudden doeisiou did not seem to suit the 

guide any lielter than my jiosition iu regard to 

Uridin I jeccis* I bad risen frtnii inv chair at the 

1' 

desk, as though the husiness was finished, when I 
gave my decision; and liy this time he could he- 
Iieve lhat I meant all I said, 

"ddiere w ill he time enough to settle this husiness 
after the court has met to-morrow morning,” said 
he* with an evident intention of " backinerdown.” 

■' Ihit niv pass(mi;ors wish to know at once wliat 

■ ’ i 

the plan is, and I desire to proeitre a pilot for the 
excursion to-morrow,” I replied. 

1 will tro with yon on the excursion, whether I 
go up the riyer or not.” 

"Xo, vou will not. 1 have no time to fool 

■' *■ 
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with yoti. T wliiill a jiilot lo-tii^Iii for llio 

ii])-nviM’ tr]]i, if you caimol ^o with iik\” I Jichiod, 
itHlipiaiil l\\ 

think I can willi you ; in other words, I 
Vvill with yoiu It not possihlc to go up the 
tK klawalia hi lliis steamer/' said t’oriiwood, sud¬ 
denly liianging front, somewhat to iiiy regret, 
" The masts and yards would be carried away iiy 
tlie trees tliat (iveriiaiig the stream, and she draws 
too iiineh water for the Oeklawaha or the ui>})er 
St* tIoIiiis.” 

" ddiat matter is settled, then, and I will re¬ 
port to Colonel Shepard* "Will you explain to 
me where wc can tro in this steamer*'' 

The guide became as communicative as over in 
a little wliile, and seemed to have forgotten tlio 
little diflerence which had threatened a serious 
nijiture in our relations* He was as plcasaut as 
though no C'loud had passed betwt'On us, \\"c dis¬ 
cussed the up-river trip, and I made nienioranda 
of what he said till ten o'clock, when we retired* 
If wdiat lie said about liis oJiligations to (iriffin 
Leeds was true, 1 could not I dame him for wjsh- 
in<r to stand liy the waiter, ikit a fair statement 
of his reiatioiis, without any of the hullvins' he had 
alteiiijitcd, would liavo at'complished his wishes 
better* 
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Wiicn I tui’iifjfl out ill the iiioniiufjr, 1 fount! tlio 
mate liiid gone iisliore* At hiilf-piist eighty as re- 
quuskHl by the chief of police through Wushbunif 
Ben Bownum and 1 went on shore to iittend tlie 
ninyors court. I had started in season to call 
on Colonel Shepardj to wlioin I related all the 
events of the prcccdiiiflf cvcnintr, inoludin<r mv 
interview with the Floridian. The Colonel de¬ 
cided to ask liis friend. Colonel Jves, a Jawyer 
of inlluenee, and a Floridian, to attend court 
witli me. 

^^hislihiirn was on hand in season, and llie 
mayor listened to the tcstiinony. Corn wood had 
his opportunity to badger the witnesses, and he 
made the most of it. The magistrate, in spite 
of tlie eloquence of the counsel for the defence, 
chose to re^nird the offence as a serious assrnilt, 
and hound tlie prisoner over for his appearance 
at a higher court, three weeks henee. This was 
about the time we expected lo be absent up the 
river, and 1 . siivv that the Coloiiers friend had 
manaired the case well without sayinij a word out 
loud, Cornwood found bail for the culi>nt, and 
ho ^vns releasccL 

siijipose he can return to his duties on hoard 

■ 

of the steamer,” said the waiter’s eouiiseL 
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" Xo, sir; T woiil<l not tolomto such :i tnnn on 
board any iimro than 1 would a ralUosirtko/’ 1 
replied. 

I ])uid hhn his wages, and soinelliing more, on 
llio sjjot; and when ho left the eourl, liis look and 
Ids insinner liidieatefl that he was more intent njjon 
revenge than anyllihig else* It avus quarter often 
Avlion the ease was thus settled for llic jjrcsent* 
and we liastcned to the Avharf, and on board. I 
bad engaged a large barge at the hoat^wjiiirf to 
])ut the passengers on board, and they Averc all 
taken oif at one load, 

VCe liad llie author up by the time liiey were 
alongside, and it was only a few uiinutets after ten 
AvlieJi 1 ran^^ tlie bell to alioad. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

THE EXCLTISIOX TO 3IANDAETX. 

rplIE band struck up a lively air as llic boat 
J- started ; and notliiu^ eould be more cxhilarat- 
inpf than the strains of the music, in tiie soft snn- 
shine and mild, sweet uir of tliat senii-tro]) 3 cid 
region. Jt was March ; but the air was like sutn- 
lucr. As soon as we had ]>assed the first licnd, 
the St* Job ns nijpcared Tiiorc like a far-reachin" 
lake than a stream. The river is from one to six 
miles wide l>clovv Pilalka. The shores are never 
elevated, for there is not a hiidf upon it tluit is 
more tlian tliiily feet higli, while geucndly the land 
is only a few feet above the level of tlie water, 
Tlie highest elevation near the river hardly exceeds 
bixtv feet* 

I.- 

Tlic countrv is ahuost wholly cavered with 
woods, as ^seeii from the river, M'itii the excep¬ 
tion of a few villages* hardly a house c'an Ije seen 
from the passing steamer. Qjie seems to he nearly 
alone with nature uldle voyaging on this broad 
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TIu' trees are jiint's jnut iiri^iiolias, and now 
ami llien one 8ccs a patch itivcred with JasiniiiOf 
tin* vim* of whieh t llu* trees ainl shriil)s, and 
)>lt>ssoins tliore* 1'here are plenty of flowers, event 
in tlio early Coinpareel witii Maine or 

iliehiijan, wlicre I liad spent most of my life, it 
was fairv-land in March. 

i.' 

" Wlwt are you doiiig^ here, Cornwood?” asked 
(\)l(inel Ives, as lie entered llie pilot-house, stjon 
after we ’were under May. 

'rhe party Avas somewhat larger than it had ht^eu 
the day before, and both the Mayor and Colonel 
Ives, with their families, were <iii l)0:ird* 

I am the pilot of tliis steamer for the present," 
replied Corinvood; and I thought he felt a little 
I>y the (piestion* 

hsif t this a little derogatory to the profession 
lanirhed tlie Colonel. 

don’t practise at the har mneh, as you are 
aware: my health does not ad[uit of the eontine- 
ment," the pilot oxjdainech 

" That is often the ca.se with practitioners Avho 
don’t liave much to do in their ju'ofessioin" 

'' I have ahvavs had all I could do at the bar; 

*■ ^ 

but the open air and an active life agree best 
with me." 
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Tt floes ^vitli evcr^'lwdy wlio is hIioi'I. of esiscs.” 
"IkiL lie is a good pilot down the river, and [ 
have no doidit lie is just as good^ up the river, 
(’oloiiel Ives,” I intciTiosed. "His knowledge of 

4 Cj 

liMs native State surprises us alld’ 

"I was only haiitering him, captain,” replied the 
passenger, " 1 think lie is a very good lawyer too, 
though ho did not have a good ease fins morning/* 
\\ hen it comes to trial, I will show you that it 
is a hotter ease than yon think it is,” replied (lorn- 
wood, with more spirit than he had before exhil>- 
itcfk ^ rrisoners Iring that liiingrv imnmen mnv 
dine/ and you and the ilav'or were in a hurry to 

v t,- 

tinish the ease, so that you eould join tins cxeur- 
siom” 

was not in the ease,** added the ColoneL 
"i>ut you prompted the magistrate to end it as 
soon as possible,” 

What was the use of talking all day over a 

O’ fc* 

matter tliat was as plain as day ? The rascal would 
have killed the engineer, if the deck-hands hadn't 
interfered,” reified Colonel Ives* " The case might 
have been iinislied in ten jiiinutes, as well as in 
three-quarters of an hour.” 

I was wdliing the knvycr.s should ffrht it out 
between themselves, and 1 left the pilot-house, 
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Avliirli aiul Lulit's liud not y(^t inviidiid. 

1 on llu; lo[j-^a]kint fortitMsMu, look- 

jriiif ul llio si oiuny of Uio rlvor, and I jf>iiuHl It tin in 
tills ivdivd 1 Inid not yot li:i<l an opiiorlii- 

uil v lo ask liim it lio liad found (V>M>ina;fon, and I 
■^vcnt to llin fornoiislio for this purpose. 

'^1 [bund liim,” replied the mate, in a dis^-usted 
tone. " r>nt I niyirkt as ’tvcll not have found him,” 

" Wliv so?” I inquired, rather amused hy the 
manner of my [Viend, 

" Sinee 1 came on hoard, I have found out sonie- 

diing more Ilian I knew before. Last ovenhig, 

while voii were ashore, Cornwood called a boat 
^ * 

that was pa.ssing, and sent a tetter ashore hy the 
boatman,” eontiniied Washburn, as much dissatis- 
tied as though he had heeu personatly injured, ''Of 
course ttiat note w^ent to Captain Boomshy.” 

'^]Iow^ do you know^ Cornwood sent a letter on 
shore last iiiaht?” 

called the mate to tlie deck-hand who 
■wa.s on duty i or ward, 

'' On deck, sir,” reiilied Buck, touching his cap 
to the mate. 

You told me this morinng, ivlien you set me 
asliore, that the pilot sent a letter to the city last 
niuflit liy a hoat he hailed,” 
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'' V('s, sir; or tour of us nvrt; (ui (look ut 

tho liiJK’, if tlioi ‘0 is uny doulit laljout it," rri)]i("d 
ttio (Icrk-hund. 

"No <iuul)t at jd! aliout it. Did you notice the 
boatiiLiu tiiat ttxik the letter?” 

"]t was a iilju'lcy T liavc seen n do^en tilings 
about the steaiiier and on I tie wliarf, lookini^ for 

I 

j(jhs for that boat-yard,” n^pHed Ibick. Avas 

in the harire tliat l>nn:u‘ht otrilic pa.ssen^ers to-day,” 

^'All riefhty Iku k : ” an<l tlic deck-liaiid retired* 
^D\fter I heard about this letter, I <lidn’t expect 
anvlhiiiLC of (’ot>biiiLrton, if J found him.” 

"M)id v(»u ftnd him?” 

"■ I did; he was not out of liis bed ulien 1 (‘ailed 
for him. !J(‘ lold me lu^. had Iaao water moci asins, 
and one of them had trot awav' Avhile he laid a room 
at (apt a in rioomslty'.s* lie did not knoAV wliat 
beeaiiie of him. lie liad look(‘d all al>ont tho 
house without hciiirr alilc to lind hiiin” 

C77 

" Did he tell you wliat became of llic ollter?” 

% 

" I asked him that qticstion, and lie t(dd me bo 
liad iiim .stilk T asked him to let me see him, but 
Jie refused in s[nte of all I eould say to indiue him 
to shoAv hinu lie .said the snake w;is nailed u[> in 
a box, Avith ordy some holes liored in it to admit 
the air; and lie could not sIioav' the snake without 
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fiikin^ oJV llie covor of llin 1 h>\^ "I’lio iiK}('<5jisin 
\v:is {kiiiu:(‘ri>ns fellou^ ;iiid |j (3 clidii't \oiil to niii 
iww I'islvs wiih him. lit- Un<\ Irft lii.s kist iMJiu'dtTiiT” 
])lnri^ iK’i^nii'^e kiliod a iiLftlo.miako. kclon^iii^ 

10 liinu 1 askod him to sslutw mo Iho l>ox, Imt lio 
’wouUlivt cron cio tliat, and said it was ail nonsonse 
to sliow llio koxJ^ 

" Von ni:i<lo np your mind that lie had no moc¬ 
casin?” I abided» 

" Xo mo 10 than I Inid. On my wav down tVoiu 

<k> 

the house T met Ids landlord, comiiiir immo from 
1110 market* lie asked mo if f had foimd ("oh^ 
hinytou* 1 told him 1 had, and thou informod him 
Ids lodger koist a live inoeeasin snake in his rooim 
lie was irreallv^ astonished at wliat I told him, and 
declared that he woukln’t have a moccasin in his 
honsc for all tlie money there was in Jaeksonville; 
the snake mictit ^ret loose, and kite his wife or one 
of ids ehildrcn- lie intimated that he slauild 
hasten liome and turn Cohbington out of his lamse : 
he would not have any man under his roof who 
would endanger Die lives of his wife and ehildren,” 
"That was laid for Cohldngton,” J replied, with 

11 sndle. 

" I t{dtl the landlord what his lodger said, that 
he had tlie moccasin nailed up in a box* lie didn't 
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care Ikhv }ie kopf Iniii: he would not liavc siu h .a 
felicnv' about his liousc. I added that I ditl rjot 
lioliure Colihiiig-ton had any sueh snake in his 
room, though he insisted that he had. Then Ikj 
cither had a moccasin, or he lied about it, and in 
cither case he tluhi't want tlic fellow in his house* 
I came to the conclusion that the landlord wanted 
to turn out his lodger, and only wished for a zcason- 
ahle excuse for getting rid of him, I left liim; 
and I suppose Cohhington has been turned out by 
this time* I slKmldift want a poisonous snake in 
mv lioiise*’^ 

" Xor a man who ’^vouhl lie williout a reasonable 
excused' I added* 

The steamer went along at licr usual speed* I 
returned to tlio pilot-house, where l>y lliis time 
Owen had installed all the young ladies ho could 
get into it. They were all full of fuu and jollity, 
and were enjoying the excursion to the utmost. 
As it scemetl to me that th<‘y ouglit to do so, 1 
found iici occasi<jn to comjdaiu. I could not help 
suspecting tliat the pilot might l>o guilt}^ id'some 
treachery, after the events of the morning, and I 
deemed it advisable to have a close watch upon 
iiim. But he kept the steamer in the middle of 
the river, Avhere I had been informed there ^^erc 
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iu> nIhkiIs ; jiikI t orf;ii]i]y ho i o<-kii, for not oT>o 
VinM f»c invind in lljjs j^irt of tlio tilatti, ovon !>]<?■ 
to sfnno :i straS' ilo<r. 

iMtJ]>ony Cirovc. on tlio said (\nu\vom}, 

iv]]o [lid iH>t iio^k'ot Ids ckilios as gnkk'j while he 
atlendrd to tliosc of idiot- 

\\ 0 con III SCO little Ijcsides a loniii; idorj tlioiif^h 
llun^o ^Cils a gliini>so to bo obtained of a house 
tin out’ll the vista of frees, 

1’wenty minutes later %ve ran up to the pier at 
IMandarin, where the pilot made as handsome a 
landing as 1 ever saw in my life. It was liall-])ast 
eleven ^\hen we had seetirc<i the steamer to the 
wlru-f, The hand played some ]>opular airs, and 
in a few luinntes I jndgod that wc bad the entire 
])oi>nlation of tlie village on the wharf. It wa.s a 
\ t t !*■ which is a r(‘mark!il>lv 

k> 

<]iiiet idace. I believe 1 saw somcfldng like a store 
there, thongli I am not (luite sure, Al>ont all the 
l][)nscs are on the lianlc of the riveiv and were 
reaehed by a long, narrow Jbol-bridge, built tiver 
the lairtHJU. From the main bridge, cross brid<»'es 
extended to each house. 

At {wt Ive tln‘ hiin-h was ready^ and the o.\'ciir- 
sionists went down iiil<5 the (-ibin to attend to it, 
while the band on the hurrieane-deek continued to 
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plijy. An oystci' fluiudcr iuid haki'd slisid were 
the priiHip:d .Htdisknitials <jf the lunch; aiul wliilo 
they were st'rvtMi, (Mt[)her was the greatest iitan on 
hoarrh As s<K>n as llie Ittneli was dispostsi of, and 
the eoolc had l>een -siifliriently itanplinienled, I lie 
l»ai1y Went on slujrc. Coniwood led llie Avay over 
the lonir tdot-liridirc* 

TJiere is an alligator in tlie wild state,” 1 said 
to :\Iiss Mar ”ie, as i was walking with lier and her 


father, 

I don’t see anything,’" she replied* 

Don't you see that splashing in llic water, with 


soinefhii^g Ijlaek in the nddst of it? 'I'liat is an 
alligator, the lirst one 1 ever saw,” I added, 

It looked like a stiek (d' wood. A little farlher 
along we saw'otic on a log. lie was not more than 
three feet long* lie attiaeUd the attention of the 
jatrly, who had never seen one in his native elcjiient 


held re ; hut we expected to see larger ones in the 
eouise of SI wei'k or two* Mrs, Htoive’s eadtafre 
^\as (iue of the iirst ivc eaine to. It ^vas a one- 
story, w'ooden house, with no jirelensions to ele¬ 
gance, An iinineiise live-o;ik grew nesir it, and 
eovere<l the cottage with itn Ipranches, Aroinnl it 
wsis an oijmge grove, on the ti-ees of whu li manv 

aj 

oraiiijcs still rouutincd. The (lisiinirnislifil Ijidy 
^v^ls iu»t ill lioiiir, iiiul \vc <11(1 not see her. 
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^Vo walkiv! l(t ihv raid of llin Ijrldfro, lookliijr at 
tlic |)r<^lly ilwelliii^s tni llic wliom, Jiiid tluMi wt?nt 
upon Ihc kind, wluin^ we li;id quite ji r:milile. Uut 
nil lioiii' tuuihied us to sec idl liicre wiis of tke pku^o, 
nnd wc cmtiurkcd for Ike return* Jkd'ore five 
o'rloek we w^ere in sight of Jaeksoin ille. Tlie 
mil the hont a$ near ike sljore as it was safe 
to go. mid flic 1 large J had engaged to he pi’cscnt 
tnins]iortcd Ike party to Ike shore. Mrs. ^Mitcljelfs 
1 louse looked very pleasant from Ike outside; kut 
we were principally interested in the garden and 
ODoige gro\c. It was said that over five thousand 
oranges had licen gatliorcd from one of the trees 
we .SUM'* Wc examined a great vuj^ietv of semi- 
trojikMil trees and shrubs, suck as lemon, banana, 
gra[je-fruit, and others I cannot rcmeiiiher* 

The party dined on the river, and landed at th« 
market at six* 
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TifK A»VKN'ri:i:i:.s or an' ixvai.iu. 


M r. CORX^VOOI) iind 1 iwn very and 

])liablc all day, and liis .skill ns a pilot won 
my coniiiioiidatiom ^Vllnll ho exjTossed a desire 
lo remain on shore, at die wharl, I did not oljjeet. 
As soon as I ho anehor was let jro, all 1 lands were 
]>iped to supper ; knt I was in no fsiuditioii t(i take 
another meal that day, after Hie diimer with the 
exdirsionists, from which I Imd risen an hour 


hef'ore. 1 was irlad to ho alone in my state-room, 
after the extdtcmenfr ot the day. In si>ito of what 
had transpired in tlie tiiornin^, and In si>itG of the 
evidenec obtained hy ‘Waslihiirn in re^arfl to the 
snake, 1 < (vuld not lieli> wonderinij: if, after all, the 
pilot was not innoeent of any evil intentions. 

It seemed to nio that a man of his cdueation, 
haviiiiT a profession, eoukl not take part in aiiy 
small eouspiraey, such as (’’aptain Ikiomshy would 
lie likely to ^^ct up. If either Cmnwood or Ciriflin 
LrCetls, his apjent, intended to do me any harm, it 
Id 


MM 


ixnvN sni Ti! ; mi. 


Ki‘c'iiu‘i:l to luc tlu‘v^ lind lind Mlmiidjiiit opportunity 
1<> do it ;ilri\‘idy. d'liu pilot iidirlit Imvo wnsiked 
llu' vi‘sstd» ujul tlio wuitor loi^ht imv<^ p<!if5onod the 
fiuHl 1 iilo. 1 resolved to he very eEireftd how I 
el milled (^oriiwotid with jniy evil, unless it was 
eiijiahle f>r heit^ir proved. 

'' I should like lo <r<i (ui shore^ Alitdv, if you hare 
nothiiui better for me to do,” ssiid W iishburu, 
('oiiiiiiir into my room wlieji he had fijiishe<l hi 


^siip[>(‘r. 

'' I linvc notliiii^ for you to do,” I rejilied. 
^'What's up now?” 

I liave some curifi'sity to know wind lisis hc- 
eoine of ('ohliiiiirtoii j and J tliink I sliall call upon 
his landlord,” replied the mate, luuf^hiu". 

" I will iro witli you, if you have no ohjeetion,” 
I added. 

'' I shot!id he g’I;id of your company,” said he, 
leading: the way to the iran^way. Hold on a 
niimite, eui)tain,”he added, when I l^e^an to order 
inv l>oat. "'fhere is the boatman that curried ofl 

k 

Coniwood’s letter. He is looking for a job r sup¬ 
pose we ifive him one?” 

I did not objeset, and the mate hailed the boEit- 
man. We seated ourselves in his boat, and he 
pulled for the shoi-e. Our uniforms gave us great 
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(listinctioii lunonti llierolorcd pt'opin. Vory iikcly 
MHiic (d’thtnn tlKHiH'lit wc \v(‘iv United Stiiies iinval 

■I 

o^Hcers: nt any rale, they iiH Irtiated u.s with 

m' i.J 

di^i1 iniriiished eniisiderjdicm*” 

''WhaU-; year ii.iiiie, hoatmariy’’ !is?ked Wash- 
Inirin 

" Mn^se?? Dnjjple/’ rojdled llie iiuin* 

Weil, MtKset, Dripple, were you idon^^^idc our 
steanier last eveiiiiifry” eoiiliiiucd the mate. 

''Ves, 8ar; made a quarter taking a letter 
asliorey^ aiiswere<l Woses, .showing toetli enough 
tor a tnlUgrowii alligator. 

Put it in the posUoihie, did you?” iiiquirtal 
Waslihiirn, indiiterently, us he looked tiehind liiJii 
at the steamer, 

" Xo^ sar; didivt put it into the posUofliee; 
cured it to a saloon^vcoper, and he gave me a 
drink of ajjjde-jack, as .soon us he had rea<] it, lor 
hringiif do leller.” 

Is it possible that you drink apjde-juek ? '' asked 
the mute, with some observations oji tlie follv of 
drinking ii<nior. 

"Drink it when I git it, surd' 

" \^'here did you get your u|>plc-jack ? ” 

"At dc .saloon ■ whore else would T get it, sar?” 

I suppose it made you so boozy 3 "ou don't 
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know ulirro llio. siilooii wns/' jukk^l tim matti, 
kc(']>iTiir 'i|) hi,s hidifIVnMi<;c!, as tlumg!] hjs talk wns 
riUTr Issnik'r* 


It. was fl(^ !K'w saloon* sjir; rH>t koo^v at alk 
Siir ; (^a]>i:uji IjooiijsUy kts'ps (lat saioon* 
nu*an man, Ca[)1aiii F>o<3mshy* As sofni as In; (lone 
road do lottoi% ho put on his coat, and loft dc ' 
saloon.” 


I'lijit was all tliat Wasldnirn oared to know— 
that tho^ letter fixan CorinvtKjd had ^nno to (’aptan> 
l>uonisl)y ; and lie bestowed a look oi'tnuinph ujxni 
me. I jiaid the Iioatniau a quarter, and we walked 
up to Bay Street. We had hardly turne<l the 
oonior hoforc vve ('aine pUim[> upon a man win; 
soomed to lie very anxious to meet mV triend and 


companion. I liad never seen him Ixdbrc. 

'' Mr. ('obldn^ton, tliis is Captain (Janiinirliam, of 
tlie steamor Hvlvania,” said AVashhnrn," eliiiokling, 


^Mlow do ytai do, !Mr. Cobhinirtoii,” 1 replied. 

" JIow arc you, c'aptain : Tm triad to sec both of 
you,” replied Cobfnnirtoii. "One of you has got 
me into a bad sorajio, for tins morning, (iavett, 
the man 1 boarded witli, turned me out of his 
house because I had a nioeoasiii snake in a box in 


my room.” 

^'Itougii on you, was he?” added the mate. 
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" V'roiiirli! 1 have l^ccii lotjkin^^ for uii- 

“ h- T. . ' J 

Ollier jHMJiii nil <Liy, and I eiui’t ^vi one. I've ^ut 
to i>leep outHiooi's to-iiighl/' replied Cobbingloii, 
>vilh a verv' loiiir I'netc 

Vou .sliouklii’t keep poisonous snakes In your 
rooni^” I added. 

"lie never would lisue known it if tlii.s man 
liadii’t told liinn” .said tlie snake-nian, turnin;L" to 
tlie mate. "'1 doift know 3'our naniiv Init yem |^^ot 
me into a very binl sfa'apc for an invalid ; said 
tliat’s therca.soa why } am <lown in Floridsi, instesid 
of at lionic where I coidd earn a decent livini^./' 
Avhiued Cohbington. "1 sh^iH die in a week, if f 
Irive to sleep out in the night-air : and 1 don’t kjiow 
of even a shed to get under.” 

" Jt was 110 more than iwlit to tell a man vou 
had a poisonous reptile in Ids house,” added Wa.sh- 
burn. " The snake nd^iit have !^ot out, and ijitten 
his wife and ehiklreii.” 

" Karly this morning I paid (i a veil the last dollar 
I liad for the rent of the room \ and 1 liaveift had 
a mouthful to cat since 1 had my hrcakfa.st. How 
long can an invalid live, sleeping oiit-doors, with 
nothing It) eat?” adde<l Cobijingtom 

1 saw the tears roll down the thin theeks of the 
man, and my sympathies were excited* 1 saw it 
was the same with ^\'ashljurn. 
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1 IvAW iK'on ill to scc‘ CsiiitMiii llonrnR^ty; T kul 

t\ roou\ ill his ]khis(^ lor a whih ,, ;nit1 n]u:t\s 
ior it. llu woitlilii't ]vi \nv sk‘ 0 [> on flit; floor in 
ono of lii.s ein|>ty oluinihei's, nor gi vo njo anytljin^ 
to oal,” oonliiuiod the p(K>r wreteli. 

Vou shiill hnve ^onietljin^ to csit, liud ii iihue 


to sleep,*' I i>:ii<L 

W'e went over the wnv to rjvisLnfs reshiiiniiit 

fc,' K' 

with iiiiii, aiul T or<lere(l ;i sirloin steak iiinl fried 


]){>t:it{H!s for him, with other toad. AVhen it eaiiie, 
lie devoured it like ti starviiiii: iiiiin. Whatever 

K i 

other lies he liad told, it was the truth tiiat he was 
verv huiiirrv. 

"That is the l>est meal I have eaten since T eame 
into Florida/^ said he with emphasis, when he had 
drained his cottee-eup. " (jentloincn, 1 am more 
than grateful to you. I liave struggled hai’d to 
keei) my soul and body togetlier, and Tve done it 
so far, though there isn't inucli left of mv ho<Iv. I 
could live here, If 1 eoiild earn eniuigh to live on. 
You have been kind to me ; and now Tm going to 

I. s 

tell yon something : I have no moeeasin-snake, and 
1 never had one, .sav nothing of two, I know I’m 
a liar j hut T told that lie for a dollar Boomsbv 
gave me for telling it, so that T need not be tiirmal 
out of uiy room. If 1 had that Judus dollar, I 


TAcirr AmKyiTvnm ix flokum 


would send ft hiirk to IkKinishv^ and die willi a 
eonsrienc'o/' 

"Jt never pays do wrongs" 1 added, deejily 
moved hv die invalid^s ^ 5 (orv^ 

i-' 

** I t<ild (iavett i had uo snake; l>iit; he tiinie<l 
mv out, ail the saiiie. T slunved liiin cvervlhiier 
J liad ; and he etudd no }jox for the snake ; 
only ti lot of hahy alltgators, that won’t liurt any¬ 
body. 1 make a (|uarter now and then I>v selling; 
them to the eliildren at tlie hotels. I liad to sell 
my gun I used to shoot alliiratoi's with Ibr llenr 
teeth ; my best i lollies are pawntd ; and rny trunk 
is about as canply as my stoinaeh was half an hour 
aijfo. I Jiave got about to the cjul of my rope; and 
I don't know wjiat will he(‘onie of me.” 

We will see wliat ^ve can do for yon, Mr. (kjb- 
Iiington,” I addetb " Wliat was your business at 
home?’^ 

"I liavc done tdint>st ever\’dijnir. I was brought 

n. L • 

nij on n fann, and liad a predy good cdueation. 
My lather and mother both died, and iny l>rother 
followed dami, all in eonsinnptioiu I went to 
teadung s< liool, for M e lost die farm, and 1 liad to 
take < are of myself la fore 1 M as t wentj'. ^;y licaJlli 
gave out, and I tric'd to Mork on a lariiu hut 1 
wasivt strong enough. TJjcn I went to lending 


1)0\Vj\ w(H’ i Ji ; t>tt, 


2ill) 


i\i ri srniinier n\u\ spiral nlKUit a 

<1n|[ :ns* A iiLiii l(!lcl ii]<‘ 1 sIiomUI wvW il' I 

v;\iuo U> I (iiofiirhl 1 coidsi iiukke niv 

b .. ■• 

livinir Uvi\\ imd I tsitric* I liroMirlit :i irim willi 

h k • ' 

mv, !irul iiiio t!ic W(K)ds, I <k‘or, wiki 

turkt^rs, snul I .sold the iraiitn and tli* 

iiiid ^ot iiloii^ |iindty wtdl in llic wiiilrr* 

Jjiist .sniiniinr I s[K!nl. nil llic inoiK^y I had l<dt. in 

down lioi'ft. My iRMillh A\'a?j pndty ^ood 

tln.‘n. 1 s>okl luy *x\m for sixty ihdhu’s, iinlf what 

it was worth, and di<l johkijig yoon^k to kccj> me 

id ivy. I worknd as n waiter on a sfemncr, in jdsKe 

of a siek man, torn nionlli, and left the boat at 

Silver S[>rin^, wlierc Ihn man tofik Jiis ])lacc. I 

hired a <rnii, and tried to ^et a. lii in^ hy slioot- 

imr ; hut 1 eoid<lift liiul a market lor the 

^‘iiine, I liad to it up. 

"1 hntl a lot of alliiral<n‘s' teeth, a rattlesnake, 

whieli a ^Rmtleiiinn on a steamer otfered to "iveme 

ten dollai's for iu Jaeksonville, and I worked iny 

wav dow'r* lieiv. I sold the teeth; bid the man 

tliat wanted the I'littlesnake was at St. Au^^ustiite, 

and 1 had to wait till lie eanie liaek, on his way 

?Hirth. lioonisljv's wife turned me out when she 

%* 

found she didn’t like me. and they killed tlie snake 
at the St, dohns. I eouldn't stay there any longer 
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now* f lost Mi(! ton <lc>]l;n‘s fbi' the snnko. My 
itioiioy Wiis Jill 1^0110; IjhI 1 pi< kt‘il up a liltlo 
soiling bakiosJ^ 


ff 


haliios! 


ext'liiinioil Washfjuni. 


Bnkv iilliiTittoiv-^ f mean,” (.'(t1 ifuni^ton, 

^vilh a lan^’uiil smite. "My lieallh was uliilo 

1 was in the woods; I don't have any €(m;^h now, 
Imf: I’ve beeii nmniii^r down latelv’.” 

%p 

ikx)r iellow! My heart was toufh<al for him. 

V 

It was hard to ^ruh for a Jvarc subsisteiicc, witli 
the immediate iwosjX'et of in Itio sheet. 

Washtairii looked ox|>ressively at mo, and I nodded 
to him. We rose irom I tie table, and t(dd 
Tiington to come with iia. Wg took him to n 
clothii^^-hoLiso, titled Idm out willi a new suit, 
3'aeht-oluh style, with a. wliiie eanvas rap like niy 
own, ex( ej>t the gold liimd. We supjjlied him with 
iinder-elotliing, and witli eveiything ho iieedi!<l, 
e\'eu to tiandkerehicls, socks, ami slioos. Having 
obtained tliese, one-half of tlio cost of wliich Wa.sh- 


burn insisted upfjii paying, we next visited ti bath- 
liouse, where tiie invalid " waslied and was clean.'’ 
lit! then clothed himself in the new clothes, am! 
came out of the bath-room looking like aiiotlaT 
persom 

c went to the wharf, ivhcre ^^'o obtained a boat, 


'2U2 
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nut] in :i. i'vw iniimtns wv wen^ on liojiid- T fnr- 
nuslh' i'liLraLioul lln' iiinii t;il<n the pLu^t; ni (iriiiiii 
;is 111!' \^':nUn' nt tlin iik’ss in iIh" iWrvvjinl 
cnlnii. Ill" !nn[ srrvt'd in ihis t'jipju'itv tn an linl<‘U 
am I on sttannn's on tln^ ^Joliii.s and Ockbivvaha 
ri\ t‘rs. \ ^irave him a hnrlh in the*, forward Liihiii. 
1 think lio was liapjjy wlicn lie lurned into it. 

On Sunday 1 went to ehurrli in St. dames S^ittaiT!, 
uml enihal upon Owen as I t'aine out. (aslonel 
Sliejiard inlbrmod me lliat ho hiul eJiarlored a 
sloainev thitt pliod on the OeUlaAiaha at tlinos, to 
lako ns anywhere tlint a steamer could go. She 
was small, hut huge enough for our party. 

1 dineil with the faiiniy and ihcir guests, and 
iveiit on lioard in the afternoon. The stowanl was 
entirely satislied with the manner in which tk>h- 
hiiiirton had discharged his duties, and the Invalid 
was the hapi)iest man 1 had seen in the Land ot 
I'lowcrs- 
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DIFriCl LTIES IN THE 


WAY (IF DEFAItTUKE, 


I ^^XCEPT ill Jacksonville, there was no niarket 
J on tlie St* Johns iliver; and Peeks had 
been not a little disUirl>ed in relation to the culi¬ 
nary deparhneiit of tlie Sylv'anhu Jfc could not 
£ro on shore at the vilhii^es on the river, and bnv 
wliat he wante<l; but with several steanici‘.s evmy 
day ^(>in^’ np to Piiatka^ and several every wc‘ek 
froiiiij: up the Oeklawaha, 1 assured him he would 
have no difiiculty about feeding his passengers, 
lie made an arrang^cment with the keeper of the 
stall where he liad obtained his best meats to for- 
wani to him, on his order, such su}>jilies as would 
he needed, including ice, which was a })rime neces¬ 
sity, not so much to ijrcsei ve the meats us to eool 
the water, and put various articles in condition for 
the lalde. 

In spite of the general belief in the dampness of 
a FloiIda atmosphere, J learnetl that meats would 
kee]) longer than in ^licldgaii. There are no ecllars 


DOWX SOFT]I ; OU, 


ill Klnrtcln, jukI llin (hvollinir-lKmso^ tim uwuiilly ant 
OU [^liiiihnl ill thv ^rotiiicl. nrc liiiiiif 

lip in :i sliihly ]ihu‘i', vvlii‘i‘F tliny will k('C'|> fbr ;i 
werk nr innn* ; ;uk1 wen tlivii tlinv arc <Iric(l up, 
nl' htnn^ tiiintci! or }>utrnlicd* The sUnv- 
iivii lull I lilletl the irc-liou!?c with the Ijcst heef, 
limlluiK and ]>nullrv lie vmM liiid, moat of wliirh 
came fnnii New York, thoiiirh aomc of the Southern 

p i 

jiiarkets are so implied with heef from ’'IViinesaee 
and Kentuekv* ^losl of the eat tie of Florida 

I.' 

ransife throii^^h tlic wotKla and [liek u}> tlieir living, 
ao lliat tliey are 7iot pro[)erly fatted for llie market, 
and look like ^'PharaoliV lean kined’ 

Xo jiarticular hour liad lieen fixed ii[)on for 
starling on Ilie n])-river triji, Imt the passenger?^ 
oaine on hoard at ten in the forenoon. At this 
time steam was up in the boilers, and everything 
ready for an iimnediatc departure, liut ^Ir. Corii- 
w<K)d had not jmt In an a]>iK^amneo, I liad not 
seen him si nee lie went on shore at the wharf, on 
Saturday evening. I was not mmh annoyed, tor 
1 knew where I eonld get a pilot at fiftceii minutes’ 
not ii-e* 

(diloe, GritTin Leeds*s wife, ha<l come off witli 
the ladies. She remained perfectly nentnik tiiough 
she knew all about tlie troubles with her Imsbaiid, 
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I looked !it her willi s^oiiie interest when slic e:iiiie 
on deek ; Imt ,shc stxnned to he ns <-liefrrul and 
pleasunl ns ever. JT slic had said anytliinir to the 
ladies aluiut (irHiiii, iiotidnir had eoine to me. As 
her hushaiid was not to be on hoaid, 1 lol<l the 
steward to irive her one (d the aUer^berllis in the 
cabin, She was so polite, attentive, and kind, so 
^v!ulilv devoted to her dulies, tliat the ladies had 
liecome very iiiinth attaelicd to her, treatiji^ hor 
more like a friend than a servant. 


Chloe was not more than twenty-two years old. 
She had been a stewardess on a C'harlestoii steamer, 
rnniihiir up to Tilatka, at the time <d her marriage 
to (ii'itlh] Ijoeds, wlio was second waiter in the 
same boat. Siie was entirely tainiilar with her 
duties, and when they were reduced to attendance 
u[iou three la<bes, she discharged tlicm with the 


most punctilious care. 

" What are we waiting for, Alick?” asked \\ ash- 
l>nrn, iLs 1 seated m^xeit in the yiilot-hous'C '\hen 


ah the preparations lor our departure were com¬ 
pleted, and 1 c<nild think of nothing more to he 
done, thomrh 1 had left the port Imat in the water 
in ease it heeame necessary to go on shore tor a 


pilot. 


fC 


Cornwood has not come oil yet, ’ T re}>liedH 
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WliriH' is he?” 

" 1 hnvv iKJ 

'' Docs he iiileiid to play us a trick, aud leave us 
ill llu' luivU, now licit we are all ready fora start 
asked die mate, with some aiixiety on Ills lace. 

" 1 I loud kiKJW, and I don^t niueh <‘Mre,” 1 ro- 
pluah 1 dtnft know llmt 1 ou^dit to hlainc him 
iiUK li, siiu'o no iixed hour was named for startiugd' 
lie mn^hl to l)0 on hoard like tlie rest ut us, so 
that whenever his services are retiuired lie may )>e 
ready to do his work,'^ added W ashhnrii, inipa- 
tienOy* *' You say you don't much care vvliclher 
or not ho intends to i)lay us a trick and leave us in 
the lureln ITow are you to get on without a tiilot 

" I can have one on hoard in lialt an liour at the 
most- Tlierc arc plenty of tliem, and I tind they 
are glad to servm in such a iiohhy craft as the 
Sylvania, where tliey ha\'0 easy w(>rk and the best 
of grub,” I rejilied- 

Tlicrc conics a boat- 1 ^sec the Fanaina hat 
and light clotlics in it,” added Washburn, evidently 
relieved, for he was impatient for the voyage to 
begin- 

]n a minute more the pilot w as on the deck ot 
the steamer. 

"" 1 hope 1 have not delayed yon,” said lie, when 
he saw tied we wcr(^ all ready to leave. 
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" Xot I rej>iic<l, ivisliiiig to lliingft 

m j>k!:is!nit as possible with hiio for llie Irijj of 
thive woeks» 

" 1 did not know at wliat hour y(Hi iriteinled to 
leave, or 1 shonUl have lasen on hoard heiore,” 
1 headed (k^rnwood, 1 have l>ccn very Uii.sy with 
some loiral husiiiess this moniiiiir/^ 

■C7 H . 

"Jf you are all ixiady, v\‘e will he oiF at once/' 
] eontilined. 

1 hastened to Ihe inlotdionsc, expecting him to 
follow me; hut instead of doing so, he passed 
throtigli the engine-room, and disapjicared on the 
other side of the vessel. 1 eoneluded he Imd gone 
belov\' foi’ another eoat he ^vmre when at the whend. 
1 went into the pilol-honse, thinking lie would aji- 
pear in a moment. The amrhor was hove up to a 
short stay ; l)ut llic wind was blowing Cjuite fresh 
from the sontli-west, and I did not care to get 
under way in liis ahsence from tlic wheel. I waited 
ten minutes; and then my patience liegan to give 
out. 1 left the ])ilol-h(Juse, with the intention of 
sending helow for tlic iiilot, when I was informed 
that a boat had just eorne aiongside. 

It contained Ca})tain ik>oiiisliy and CSrilllii Leeds. 

Though 1 had tried to make myself proof 
against harboring any suspieions, 1 thought the 
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lori^ dvhy nf w^is cxpliiiiicfl, llo. hiifl 

h(‘oii vwy lni?iv uilli \v*rn] hti-siiuss Oisit iiioniin^x* 

l >i(l it n'lntii Ici llio iiilhirs <>(' (jiifliii iiini n]y 

iinrioiil. V ? 

n • 

"Allow uo olio to ouliio on hofinl/’ 1 lo I bn. 
Tiiato. wlio Imtl UM me of tlio coniiiig of tlic boat, 
iiml win) worn in it* 


J went aft. Tlie i»:angway wtops liad l>eoii fa ken 
ill-board, ninl slowed away after Cornw(Kal eaiuc* 
C\i[>taiii Ik>oiiisl>y was rather more than half lull 
of wliiskev- I found there was a tliinl person in 
the boat, wlio proved to lie an oiiieer. lie bad 
eoiiie to attach fbo steamer on the suit of (’a]>lain 


Ibiomsby^ to ol>tain possession ol her on Ins old 
elaim, and to trustee Owen (iarnin^haiii tor any 
nionev I bat iniirbt he dne to nic* I allowed the 
obiter to eome on tleck. lie was a very gentle¬ 
manly man, and had a[>plied to (Vdoncl Ives when 
the writ was ^iven to bini. The colonel liad HI led 
Old a btaid as surety for I he dofeiulanf, to he signed 
by Ooloiud Sbepard; and tliat gent Ionian at onco 
put bis autograph on tlie doeiimeut, 

Tbc obieer was entirely satisfied, and was about 
to take bis deiJartiire when Cornwootl aj^peaix^d; 
but lie oHored no ohjeetiou, and tiic writ had not 
eoine from bis ofilce. (Captain Boonishy was iu a 
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violont passion when he le:inR‘<I Ihnt Ihi^ sfcainier 
was to be allowed b> prori^^d on her voyai^e H]) Iho 
river, lb; .swore nl I he olIieei% !(i]<l deivlared lliiit 
lie had not done. Iris dntv. The steniner IndcHi^e^i 
lo him. Mini he in.sisted on eomiiii;' on lioai'fL 

I ennie oil'for my wife./' said (jrlilin J^eeds, 
" I vvaiil lier lo *jo on sliore with me," 

K - 

d'lii.s deiiiinul seemecl to me n more serious < on\- 


pHeiition than tiint of Captain BEKimshy^s ridienlons 
suit, I did not know nnuli about law, bid J iiad 

an idea that a man liad a riiifht lo his own vvife, 

». .. 

(’olonei Shepard was a lawyer, though lie diil not 
jirartise Ids profession, and I was entiitdv williiiir 
to leave tltis matter tti him, for he was more inter¬ 
ested in it Ilian any other jierson, as his wif<‘ was 
an invalid, and neede<I Cl doe's attentions more liiaii 
the otlier ladies. 


Don't let lior go/’ said tlic Colonel ; aiul .so 
said all the ladies. 

" Voii ( iin’t sej^aratc man and wife/’ s;iid Coni- 

WTRXl. 


» ft 


\\ c don t ])n^posc to sej^arate man and wife/' 
rcjdied (’(donel Shepard, before I had time l{> sa\' 
ain thing. * It his wife wants to go, .she is at 
pel feet litierty lo do so* Ask f ’hl<.!e to eouie on 
deck," he added, turning to the steward* 

14 


4 


SIO 


DOWN' south; oil 


'I'fji' sH^wnnloss :i iiiinutc Intrr. 

" lltM'r, I \rant y<ni l(t on vvath 

4 

nio," shutitt'il (irilliii Locds^ vvli(‘n ijc saw Itls wife. 

I luu e u room nil t'nniisheil for vtnu uml I've 
^'ot a silmifion serrnid waiter nt a liotcK” 

No, [ tliank you !'' rej)lied C’liloe, jwrtly. 'Tin 
tfotiiir to stay wimre I an id' 

*■ K‘ 

I was iHvt a dttk; !4iir[>i'ised to h(‘ar her make tins 
aiiswi‘1% f<jr 1 suji])osed she would follow the for¬ 
tunes of her ljusbatuU ^vhatever tliey were. 1 knew 
matiiimr in roirard to Iheir marital iTeliiticms, whether 
tliev were pleasant or otherwise, lliomrh I had 
never setni anylliing to lead me to suppose they 
were uiij)leasant. 

I want von to eorne with me; von ai'c my 
wife ami von must eome I ” said (irillin, angrily. 

1 forbid your iroinir in tliis steamer/' 

V(iu eaii Ibrliifl all day if you like : rm 
in the steamer! ” answered C'liloe, very deeidedly. 

1 don't go vvitlj you any more;, if T can lielp it/’ 
You are my wiftw and you eai/t lielp it/' re- 
t-orted tiie liusl^and. 

I liaveift nfot anvthinir more to say about it. 
1 won't go with you; and that’s tlie wliole of it,” 
said llie stmvardess, retreating to the eahiu. 

Gritiiu Leeds swore like a pirate, and declared 
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hr wouUI 1 h* tho tlrfilii of hii^ wife diflifl roino 

uith him. He rnlleil upttn tlie odirei" to !irn'>;t 
C 111 iK\ iind et)ni[)el lier to iro on .shore with Ihrin 
'^'(live me a ]iro|H’r wnrt'anJ:, and I ivill arrest 
lirr,” re[)[ied the hniji’inhtr. 

I a] 11 her hushand ; and 1 tell you to take her 
out tif that steaiuer," eried Gnftiiij foaming with 
’wrath* 

" I don't know that you are her hushaiid i and if 
I i would not rncMldle witli her,” re I died the 
ofheer, who seemed to enjoy the situation. " (Inr 
hnsiness is tinishe<l on hoard of this eraft:and lie 
returned to the boat, 

" This Seems to he luflier a hard ease/’iiiter- 
posetl Corn wood. " I don’t think we liave any 
right to separate man and wifed^ 

" riie woman is a free eiti/ren fd' Florida/Gidded 
the ofiieer j "and slio tan go ’wliere she pleases 
Mutliout any restraint,” 

IL‘ 

"So far as the legal j|no.stion is eoneerned, I 
snpjiose the woman eamiot he ]mt under any re¬ 
straint,” said (\iniwood ; " Init the i<l<M (d eanying 
oil' tlic woman against the protest ol her husband, 
is not, moralty, the right tiling to do, 1 tliink 3 'ou 
liad better dis(diarge the woman, and then you will 
lie free from the [lossdnlih' of hlaiiie.” 


nowx sdirni; nu. 



" I (loift t(i iiK’fldk^ wilh thf' niJiUcr in 

iiu\ Wily," E roj>]i((i proniplly, '"I lioiTl know hut 
yon huvo n wife* 11' slic t^luinki vamo. Ih'it and 


jnojosi n^niinsl iny (ari'vin^ yon off up fhu nvtu\ 
I (ioiri think 1 slioiild pay any al((a]tio]i io 

I hat's anofhor question,” replied Corn wood, 


tt i"| 


sinai'lly, 

" I tioift think if is: what is saiiec for sjoosc is 
sanec for trainler. You will lake the wheel, IMr, 
(ornwood, Forward, there! Heave u[i the 
aiu'hor/’ 


As .soon as tlic anchor was atrip, I rung the h«il 
tt) iro ahead. 

C- 
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A VISIT TO OIIAXrJE PAEK- 

C OIJNAVOOI) vas to move, after T (li- 
reeled liim to take llie nlieei. 1 saw lliat he 
’Was not yet in tlie [dlot-honse, ’when I rim^' liio 
t>ell to nheacE ] directed the mate with [kai 
and Landy to prevent any of tlic |)arty in the boat 
Iroin comin;^ on Ixaird, and liastcned to the piEot- 
liouse. lint heforc I reaciied the dof>r Cornwofid 
was at the whcck lie threw it over, and met the 
l>oat witli tlie helm when slie he^an to make head¬ 
way. 1 was not (piitc sure that he did tad intend 

to rehed^ but 1 was readv t(j send him ashore the 

\ 

instant lie did so in word or deed. IMy suspi¬ 
cions Ijciran to irather weiLrht aarain. He hatf evi- 

S S A' A. 

dcntly delayed the steamer until the arrival fd' the 
Iwjat <-ontainin^ Captain Ikioinshy and the liut-hajid 
of the stewardess. 

I could easily faiicy tliat the j>iIot was at the 
]>ottom rd’ all the pnieecdings to delay or prevent 
the tleparlure of the boat. 'Hie attachment was 
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to jnwi'nt lit‘r ;il. nW ; Hie rlsiiiu for llu; 

jHk'wunli's.s vv:is to liol|i iiloii^ tli<‘ lunHer. It 
soomumI to nu‘ jh;M sotin; Iie:ivy rcu'jtnl had 
promised to (V>i'nwood for lii.s j^ervires, c^r lie 
avoid'd mil the liliond wn^es lie uas pijid 

l‘or Ids sorvit es on hoiird tif the iSvlvani:!. \l\ii I 
kueu' nolliiii^ ulMitil tlic in!itte[\ uiul it was useless 
to eoiijeelnrc what he was drivin^^ at, 

Tlio steamer Avas headed up the nvei% and Arc 
had uelually beiz:un <mr lon^-talked-of trii). Corii- 
wooil steered Hie iKial as wel! as usual, hiil he was 


moodv ami silent. If he ivas Uijfly ami bent on 
iiijseliiet, tlic worst lie could {lo, as 1 undeislood 
the matter, was to nui the steamer aground. This 
would not be a very serious (‘alamily, and l otild 
iuA'olve no aa orse couseqm'm'es lhan a loss of lime, 
1 AAas not alarimMi at anythirm^ he midit do \a lisle 
\A’e were sailinii: uji tiie ri\ er. I sealed inv.self at 
the side of the AAhecl, an<l allowe<l fliim^s to lake 
tiieir course, as, in New Jersey, Avlien it rains, 
they let it niiin Hut if ('ornAvt)od Avas amrry, lie 
cooled oir ill the eonrse of half an hour, and re¬ 
marked thal it was a dcli^lUful day for 1 he start. 
I Avas not olistinate on this point, and 1 Ji^reed 
with him, 

I doiTf think you treated me quite fairly, Caji- 
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tiliii Oanini^lisim, in tlie nlliiirs of ]>o(>r Orifl' uihI 
his wilb,” suiil he, when the 8ie:niier wjis ulV Mnl- 
l)err\' < irove. 

h' 

I)i<hrt Irent you fsiirlv!”T exelniinecL nsf<iii- 
1. *' 

ished :it tliis new ijljsise of Ihe ar^uiiient. "■ Do L 
treat you unfairly heeause I woifL liaye a man witli 
murder in his lieart on hoard? Do 1 treat you 
unfairly Ijeeausc Ills wife rei'Luses to leave her 


place? ” 

" 1 have tohl you the reason why 1 am inter- 
ested in the man ; I am under oldilations to him/^ 
added Corn wood. 

I have no olijeetion to your hcing interesled in 
him to the last dav of his life; hut I am not suili- 

■i* ' 

eieiitly interestetl in liini to liave a man who draws 
a knife on another in this vessel,” I answered. 


" J am not under ohlipitions to him.” 

I have done tlic hest T can (o xServe vfnu and I 
thoiinlit a friend of mine iiii^ht l>e oiitilled to some 
consideration/' continued Corn wood, with an in¬ 
jured iimocciiee of tone and manner, 

" Vour intiiience procured ftu' him and Ins wife 
places on hoard ; and (Irifiin iinirht have retained 
Iris positi<mj if he liad heliaved half as well as Ids 
Avife has.” 


l*^oor Gritf lav doAvu on the deck to take a 

kJ 


nap 



DOWN SIX Trr; or, 




'' I TiU'e to liojir llint iirijEinioiit. aver Rjuiin. 
1 voiiltl liavt* });issv<l tivrr tliu svullic, If he liiid iiot 
drawn Ills kill ft' when ihoru was nnlhiii^ pro- 
Video hijii,'* [ intorposoil. 

" riio assistant oiiirinovr did not tell tlic truth 
wlioti ho said he did not lav tlie weiicht of his Imnd 

V C? 

on him/’ ]n^otested Corinvood. 

'M helieve lie did. I don’t helicve (hiflin was 


asleep. He lay down with his ear to the skylight 
of t[ie eapttiiifs room in onler to h<^ir what passed 
hetween me a ml flic mate. Tliis is the second 
tiiiio (niff] 11 was csiTight in the act of listening. 
aMoi’c than this, the assistant engineer was on the 
walidi, hy my order, for eavesdiop[K!rs, as will 
appear at liae li ial,” I replied, with energy. * 


ViV \ our orders? 

4 * 

liv my ortlei's. 


exelaiinod Cornwo^xL 
Both tlie engineer and 


the 


assistant were asked to do this <hitv, ]>eeansc 


(irithn was seen heforc, .skulking where he liad no 
business to he/’ 


"'The mate assaulted poor GrilT' the other day/’ 
addeil the pilot. 

” [fe caught liim listening under the wimlows of 
our room, aud took Jiini hy the eollai' for it, if 
tliat is what vou moan hy assaultini>: him/’ 
lie hud no light to take iiim l>y the collar/* 
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’T wiW irrsHit thfit lie lia<l not; l>ut wljori out.* Ia 

•i 

in tlie rnitist of eavosdrop^HH's, his iii<li^nati(Hi inriy 
g’ot flu' lustier of liiji jiKl^inont/’ I replied. 

^' d’hut W!is just tho with poorCiriir; hut he 
h a poor Jiiaii, and not tlie of an ox-ifovornor ; 
and he is jxnseeuted to tljo lull penalty of llie lasv 
for it,” LO^owled C -ornwood. 

" I 11 1 ink there some dillerenee in the eases, 
(iriliin was skulkini^ a]>oiit, trvinif 1o listen to 
eonversation wliieli did not eom'ern liiin. Jf ho 
M'ants lo take a nap, ho lies down with liis ear to 
an open skylight. ]Mr. Waslihurn is <'harired with 
the disripliive of the vessel; and when your friend 
attenij.)ted to eseape from tlio jdaeo where he was 
cauglit, the mate took him hy the collar. Gnlliii, 
or yon, as his counsel, iniglit have proseeuted liiin 
for the assault, if you had thought inxjper to ilo 
sof^ I answered. 

1 am sorry 1 did not <lo so, after what has 
happened since.” 

I am .sorrv \“ou did not, for it ^^'ould lia^e 
brought to light stjine things ^^dueh have not jet 
been ventilated.” 

*^'\Vhat do you menu hy that, caidain?” dtt- 
nianded llic pilot, looking Airtiv'eh' into my hu e, 
IS not necessary to cx|>lain matters that huvo 
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lint vnl )u‘on hrnii^lil into tlio cuso,” 1 n^pllcd 
onidiv. " I tluiik wu Uh'IeI Ij^^Mrr drop tluj subjiTt, 
;uk 1 lint ailudt! to it Aj» a ^uitln ami pibit, 

1 am ohliivly f^nlistied with you. (iriffiii Jjoods !m 
Ih'('h ilit>t.'har^<Ml ; and lie cannot he eiuplny^al a^ain 
iiudor any cirt unistaiK os cm tliiri vessel* I wont 

n’ 

luivc a man iihout ivlio Ls skulkiii" under windows, 
list Old 11 ^ to what don't (onoeru hiiiij or a inuu who 
will dra>v a kiiifb on another.’^ 

I'lic slowai'd wants to kuow' at what hour he 
*slia]l serve dinner in the cabin to-day?” asked 
Colthinirton, ]K)kijig Ids head into the pilot-house 
at this inoiuciit* 

For some reason not apparent to mo, tlie pilot 
was so startled at ttie souml of the new^ waiters 
voice that he let go the wheel, as he was swinging 
the hojit around at a hend of the ri^er; The wlieel 
tiew over with fon;6 enont^li to knock a man dow a 
if it had hit him* I immediately grasped the 
spokes, and begun to heave it over agiun. 

Iso hami done ; my hand slipped,*’ said the 
pilot, 

" Good morning, i\rr. Com wood,” added the new 
waiter, with a liroad grin on his face, "'I dhhft 
know > on were the pilot of this steamer, I hoi>c 
you arc very well,” 
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well,'’ ims\vere<l Cf^iinvaod^ with an 
utter] V expiv^iSisioiii on his facej as ho 

coatiiiiu'<l to Ihmvv tho wheel ovta-. 

"1 think liic passen^rers will not dine on hoiird 
to-(.lay,'’ I replie<l to iiio ([Uestioii of ll)e wailcr. 

Ihit 1 will let the stewaril know in seiusoin” 


Tho forward-eal>in steward retired* It was evi¬ 
dent that Cornw<jod had not seen hint on lioard 
heforc, and that ho was not at all pleased to have 


Jiiin as a fellow-vovaiior on the river* Cohhlnirton 
looked as thou^di ho had gained twenty ]>ouiids 
in iiesli siiiee lie eiiine on hoard on Saturday night. 


In liis new elollies ho lU'Cscnted a very neat appoar- 
aiKo; an<[ ho had doiic his duty faithfully* He 
Alas so familiar with his ^vork, that he re<(uirod 
sc'areely any insiruction. All hands were greatly 


interested 


in liis accounts of forest life in F 


a 


4 


and ho appeared to he a general favorhe. Hy 
Monday luorniugj he was genendly called tlie 
" sportsman.’^ 

" Is that man employed on hoard ? ” aske<l Corn- 
woo<l, soon after (.’olihington took his head out ot 
the door* 


He h ; ho takes tho place of (Iriffin Leeds,I 
replied. 

Huvr Ion:r has he hcen on hoard?'’ 


r2i) 


liowx ^^ai Tii ; OK, 


" 111' I'nnio (in Sjiturduv nii^lit.” 

*■ •■ 

'M lo i i a iri)(i(l-fc>r-iioUil[ii^ v:iir:ih(inil !” rxclulnicil 
tlio pilot. 

^Mli'li:i:^ hnd w h;i]'d tnnc of it in Florida, sit:- 
(‘onliiiir to lii^ own urronnt. If lie doos liis sUdv, 
that is all 1 watit of Id in/' I addod, 

W'hiM'o did you jack Id in ni>?” 

^Mic hjiikxi .Mr. asldiiu'ii in llin stwd when I 
was wjlli Idiii, and wn broiii^lit liiin olT with us* 

^ -iw 

He was ill a starvini^ condition, and ( attain 
ihioinsloy at whoso liouso lie used to have a room, 
loinseil to ^ivc Idni even a supjK'r. 1 believe lie 
lias lieen in the snake laisiness to sonic extent/’ I 
replied, indilfej'ently, 

J kne w very well that Cornwood w islKal to know 
pivi is(dy what our relations were with Cobbin^toii; 
but lie w'as not so simple as to a.sk any (jiiestions 
about tlieiin I could not prove tliat (’a[itain 
Uooiusby bad placed flic iiiotx'asin in Ike closet ot 
the room wdiere he had coiitincd me, for my bene- 
tit, but I could prove that tlie cxidanalion of the 
presence of the snake there was without any foun¬ 
dation ill trutli* (Iriiliu Leeds bad discovered \}y 
listeidui^ to the conversation of the mate and niv- 
self, that we wane invesli<^atiii^ the matter, and 
had a clue to Cobbiniiton. Then Cornwood bad 
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Emit II note to the siilo(>ii-keo[)er to this siful 

Captuiii Itooiimfjy \m\ bribed tiie invalid witli a 
dollar to lie alsoiit tlie in;ilt('r. 

\Vliile I was reasoiialjlV eerliuii in rei(ani to 
SlU'h [KH'tions of the ohain of the ^tory as I iiad 
been eoinpelled lo supply^ 1 could not [>rove all f 
believed* On the other liaiuh Corinvt>od was an 
exceedingly vahuibic ])erson to me as gTii<h) and 
piloO aii<I I was unwilling to dispense wiiEi liis 
servit'es nnlil ho showed the eioven foot loo pal- 
palily to bo retained* 

d'hc Sylvania was approat^hing Orange l*ark, a 
jdaee which Ooloiiel Hliepard desired to visit* A 
sign hnir hundred feet lt)iigj and hfteen feet liigh, 
the liirirest in the w<>rhL indit'ides the loi-alitv* It 
can bo read a mile otf^ and tbc visitor who runs 
niav read A Corn wood ran the st eamer .■doiii^sitle 
the h)iig ]>ier, and onr ]passengers landed* iMr* 
ileiiedict^ the enterprising Kliode Islander who 
owns the vast estate of nine thousand acres, was 
oil the wharf to weleonie theim Tlio piaoo lai<l 
fonnorly been an iininense sugar ]>lantatToii; but 
the [present owner had cut it n|p intip small Ihrins 
and town lobs, and considerable progress bad been 
made in ])etp[pling it wirh resiilents from llumNiPrth* 

Thu blulls were tliirly feet liigli on the riverj and 
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llir Iui^Ih^sI olcMatioti was scivonlv fc^ntH, alioiit tho 
lii^^lu'st (in llic St. p[(^lins, (iiiihi a tniiiiber of 
tl\\ t^lliiii^-luiuscs hud hcuii iiR-liKliiiiT a 

liotol, ulul llio place had ti slorc^ ii seliocl, luid a 
l\)r rcliixiout^ wcrvii'cs* Several tlioiiaaiKl 
oraienvlivcs hail been set out. and were in ii 
thriftV eoiiditioH* Tliey set out stumps oi sour 
oi'nni>e"treeSt tlirco inches in diainetor, ami ^nift 
into tlieni two shoots, ii few inches above tlie 
irround. Hiese had ^\m\ n two or three feet in a 
siiii^lo year, and in five or six years tliey wtuihl be 
ill hearing cojulition. Young trees, live or six 
feet liigh, arc also set out. If the orange grower 
is successful, the crop is excetaliiigly protitahlc. 

Lots of from one to twenty acres were sold at 
from one to thirteen hundred rlollars, as 11 - ■ 
nearer or farther from the river. A liouse that 
would ansAVTr tlio purpose of a settler eon Id be 
built for one hundred and thirty dollars, and a 
comfortable cottage for five hundred <lolIars. 

We walked 14 ) to the hotel, and dined witli the 
pro|)rietoiu 
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FISHING IN DOCTORS LAKE, 

A fter h very dinner, ^ve ivere invited 

to lake II ritle in an Orange i^irk niniago. 
The vehicle wuk a ]>lEitforni wagon, willi stakes, 
i^iuh as is called a " hay rigging in some paHs 
of I lie Xorlli, drawn hy a jiair of mules. I found 
that a mule in this locality cost iiiore than a house 
for the ordinary .settler. On llic idalform were 
pliiced chairs eiKaigh to seat all the party, inehnl- 
hvr (fornwood, ’Washhiirn, and myself. The jiro- 
prietor wsis lUo (Iriver, :is iv<J piwctsdud on 
tlio i-xcursioii, !ic! ovorvlliiiig of iiitcnist. 

H(! tli-nvo to nil ol<l or;nigc-troc tlint liiid Itonicfoiir 

tlioiiniiinl oningoH tlisit 

tj^i'o^'e of fig-trfHjS, tht^ lirst I liad ever seen. 

From this point wc sh uck into tlie woods* Wq 
crossed a tdear brook wliicli was never dry ; and 
}diss I^Iargie asked if there w'cre any snakes on 
tiu* place. Min Ikmetlkd thought there might be* 
tlioui^li he had never seen any. 
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" < Hi, isn't inMi^rnti<'nif I ] Vn*f<'('t]v lovolv I ” 

(‘lii'd Miss I'.dijli in m^lsistrs* 

DriiiifrlnH * jHldt'd .AJiss vou 

ovcy s<n! ^nu thiiiiT Hl^|. jtv” 

* i.” 

J h:id not, (dr one, 'J’lic si^lit wliieli ljud enlled 
torlh tlieso entliiisijistic oxi l;niiiLli<ni&; w^is a jjeifeet 
foH'st of jnsiriiiie in full l>lo.sst)iii. The trees that 


<rrcw iiojir the hrook were of a yonn^^^ yn>MVlh, iiihI 
tor half sin iu rc in extent tliey ’were loaded with 
yismine vines, so tldekly eo^T-nal with llower.s that 
the ^rceii leaves could hardly ho seen. ^i"he ladies 
were ;dl delighted* Mdislilmrn suid J got out, and 
gjithered Irdf a eord or so of the vines, thus lojnjod 
V iili !>lossonis, and tJie wagon ’was as fi'agiaiit as 
a jjerfunia slioj)* 

^^'e entered a forest of jnnos. where wo found 
a liotuio hnilt hy a couple of young luen w'ho had 
hvc'A several years hi (aiha, soul intended to cul¬ 
tivate the siigar-(‘anc, In the midst of the ivnods 


wc <:mie to an old ehnreh, without a hon.se within 
a mile ot it, and whieh had lieen three (U’ four 
in lies from any dwelling in the dsiys when it was 
used. It was a rather large log-house, now in a 
ruinous condition, In whieli the ]>Iauters and their 
families had once atteiuled divine sci'viecs* Aot 
far iVonj it. the iiroin'ictor stopped his team, ami 
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wc aII got off tlic w:igon. \Vc tondiioted to 
llic " 3£o:irinp: Mtignelit' Simng/’ which w:is ono 
of the fbiilures of Iho phito, I'dorithi is n great 
]>lace tor spriiigs iff \'an<ais kinds. c were all 
arranged on a wooden idatforni over tlio spring, 
whu'h wna a tiinncd-shn[>ed (-avitj' in the hhic sand 
of the earth, about ten feet deep. 

“Xow kce]i still a nioincnt/' said ^Ir. IVaicdivt, 
^y^] listened, and the roaring of the sijnT\ir ^^as 
easily heard when the voices of tlie l)arty did not 
drown it, 

isn't it heauliliil ! '' exclaimed IMiss Jfargie, 
as she bent over atid gax:ed into the s]>r]ng* the 
waters of whieli, for six feet down, were as clear 
as crystal. ” Aren’t those sand clouds pretty?'' 

As the water boiled iiyi from the boltoiti of the 
spring, it eanaed tlie sand up in ^learly-eiirved 
clouds until llieir own gravity caused the particles 
to sink, and again be thrown up l>y tlie ftuve of 
the water. Ilie |)arty watched this phenomenon 
with interest for some time, for not one of tliem 
had ever seen anything like it, with the exception 
of i^fr. Corn wood. 

^'o^\, I want to show you something still more 
reiiiai kaliie,^' continued the proprietor, as he pro- 
(hued lw(j long, narrow strips of boaid. " \ oil 

15 
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hr:in! flu‘ ni^irjn^ of tlii^ spriii", and now 1 
want tn r<aiv ITU 0 yoti llint it i.s innirrnitic%” 

l lt‘ |i1:m/c(! tlu‘ (‘inis of tlio striji.s at the hottoin 
(vf llio ^:|nill;L^ and 1h(‘ii disposed fd' iMth of the 
idlu'i' (‘lids on tlio si<ic‘s of Colone) Slu^pard's head. 
r\w stuiu* ('xjK^rfineiil w;i,s tin'll tricil upon Air. 
'nit any. a!id all llio ollun' nieiulxn's of the [mitv. 
1'lie sc(^iiiod to ])iaie(Hite, and pa^'S tlii'oii^h 

one's li(‘ad. Owen declared that llic proeess had 
cunal him of a headat lie he had had ail day; but 
Mr. d'itlany, wiiile lie was miK'li interested in the 
phenomenon, was somewhat skeiJtieal in rcsxaed to 
the uiat^^nelie pi'otK‘rties of the s])rin^- 

Wc; resmiied onr scats on tlie Ora Hire l^ark car- 

Ik • 

riai^e, and i^otle to Doctor^s Lake. It was said to 
be a dozen miles loii^, and fi'om one to three miles 
wide. ivere told there ^vere plenty of tish 

in this lake, and we weie disposed to verify the 
fnitli of the assertioiu ^Ve r(‘tnrned to the hofel, 
deiiirlited with ()nr drive, ami 3Ii's. Shepard de- 
<-lared that she should like to live at Oran^fe Park. 

h ' 

Pefore we hd’t, the Colonel liad harijaincd for two 
lots on the St. Johns, and to liave them eovered 
with oran^^e-trees. We startevd for the end of the 
pier where the steamer lay, for the shallow water 
did not permit a near approach to the land. 
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As WO sip])n>:u'lK'(I ihe. Sylviinia, wo hertrd a 
st-mnu i'vunx a woniEiii on boanK I was not fi lit¬ 
tle startled Ijy tbe sound, inul Wnshlnirn and T 
broke into a rum On the i|U!ir1er-de<'k we fnun<l 
(iiNllin Leeds and Cldoc, Her lmsb;nnl liad si'i^ed 


her by the in*im and was dra^^ing her tf>uards 
llie iraaiirwav. Alreadv- Jioii liowniau and the two 

I ■ +• 4< 

deek-haiids were rushing to lier nssistnn<-e, and 
Indore we eould roEieli the s<‘eno of aetiou thev bad 


p:ra]>ple<l with Leeds, and released C'hloc. 

"File stewardess iX'treated to the I'arlliest psirt of 
the <leek, and appeared to be in mortal tei ror of 
lun' liusband, Grifiiii Leeds dresv ii knife, — iKjt 
the {Jiie he laid used before, for that was in the 
posst'ssion of the caty marshal of Jaeksonvibe, — 
aixl ihreatened to take the life of anv one that in- 

Sf 

tcrfere^l with him* It was evident lliEit lie had 


seen the party eominff from the botel, and had 
made a tlesperato oifort to scenre imsscssion of 
Ids wife before we eon Id {lefeat bis purpose* I 
was afraid some of tlie ship's t fimpany w'ould p;et 
Ijnrt when I saw the knife. ( Jritlin’s wnith seemed 
to be esjKniatly kindled iiirainst the Eissislaiit engi¬ 
neer* on ae<'Out]t of the allair on Saturday, 

You white-livered villain!” s;iid he* gnashings 


his teeth* with a savage oath, " I w ill teaeh you to 
meddle willi me ! ” 


DOWN sorTir ; oil. 



Ho ihisIkh! at lU‘iu 'vitli tlu> knife irle:imin<i in 
tlu‘ air: )nit Wvn^ who was a.s <'ci()I as wli(‘n on 
duty in (lie oo^imvrcHaii^ i^ivispefl his nplifti-d arm 
with the left hnmU vvliilo lie jilaeed liis rii{lit on the 
throat ol tlie assassin, 'riioui^li tlici oni^itu‘er was 
no tall<o" or lu^avier than I was, lie was vcjrv alh- 

n 

letie and very ai tive. He did not movt; or make 
any <lenionstration till the assailant was williiii 
reaeh of hiiiK and thtni he ^u'rajiplcd with him* 
In vain (irilliii Leeds strtinfirled release Iiis hand 
from the ^rasii of flie enynJKair, who hehi it as 
tirmly as thou^rh it laid been serewc<l up in tlio 
vise in the eiiijiiie-rooni. 


Ihiek Tdn^ley was not an instant hdiind Hen in 
taking'prompt action, JTo seii^ed tlie other hand 
ol the. furiou.s oetoroon, wliile Hf>]i Tossford laid 
both hands on liis coat-eollar behind. In another 
instant (irifhn Leeds was Ijoiiie d(jwn upon the 
deck. Idle vouiiir hidics of onr ijaitv heiran to 
sereani and run up the jner; and ^Irs, She]>ard 
was so agitated that her husliand feared for the 


fonser|iitmces* 

" d ie his hands heiiind Iiim, and init him 
ashore I 1 shouted. 

iJy order was |)romptly obeyed, !iik 1 Ben and 
Buck began to iiiandi the desiderate liiishand up 
Uic pier* 
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I'hort* Ls no mort^ drinacr (if liiiii, ladies/’ said 


Ben, as lie a])proat‘Iuai ljie yniii]^ Ladles* 

Miss Marp:io and MUh Kditli hailed, and uhen 
the men witlj their prisoner had passed tiieiii, lin y 
seainjiered to the steamer as tast a.s they eoidd 
run. Mrs* ^'!ie[)ard was assisle(l on lioard, and 
th(‘ dainj:er secniied to be ]>assed. (’hloe was lier- 
self apdii, and flew |o the assistatue of the inra- 
Hd lady. But Mrs. Shepard recovered tVoin lier 


agitation in a few ininiEles 


I say, A lick, how much more of this sort of 
thinij^ are we to have,” asked Owen, wjjeii the ox- 
cheinent had suhsidcal. "' Are wo to have ti .scene 
like tills eveu'v dav tn the week?” 

H. 

I hope not,” I repli(!d. 


" We had lielter let the nisui's wife fro Ilian have 
him followinjj^ us in tins sort of tasliion. TIow 
came the fellow u|> here, when we left him at Jack* 


sonvilie tliis forenoon?” 


'M suppose he eaine up in that steamer,” T an¬ 
swered, pointiii^r to a boat a eoujde of miles up 
the river. ” The hands ou^lit not to have let th^^ 
fellow (anne on lioard.” 

" The raseal is a regular hufeher, and we must 
all follow' the American fasldou of carrying a re¬ 
volvers’ 


iHivvN sorrii ; 



[) 


I soo Uow il wsis : \vv Imtl lo run in n! i\w 
siilr ul this so llinl n sh'niin-r llint linJ 

sion .sl((p hviv- rould iiuik^j n Liinliiig at t!iti end 
oT llie vvhni fV 

'' Is Mini the ronsoT^ why (lint villnin w;inted to 
s!al> somelfody?” nsketl Owei^ with a wond<ning 
stare. 


WelL not exrietlw ^Jlie erew of the Svlvaiii.v 

" -fc- n 

were on tlte t'oreen-stlc% under the awning, for I 
.saw them rusliinij^ aft. vvlieii 1 heard the w(>inan 
sereano” } eoihimied. 


rf 


riicn it \ra.s because the ere\e weix; on the Ibixv 


eastle?” i]U[uired iny cousin, with open mouth. 

" Udien Uriiliti landed from that steamer, lie 
prrdaihh' .saw C1ik>e on the qtiaiter-deek, or if lie 
did not, he wont: into the cal>in sind foun<l lier. 
The crew lieintr forvrard (>f the doek-hou.se did not 
see him* She refused to leave the steamer with 
him, and he undertook to lake Iier away by force,” 
1 c.x'idaiued, 

"And you llmik that makes it all right, Aliek?” 
a.sked Ow^en. 

1 tliiuk not. If T liad thought of such a thing 
as (rritllivri eomiiig on board, I should have set a 
watt h to prevent him from doing m. 1 shall take 
thU ])recaution in fulut'ed* 
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thill nioiin fh;it you will sol a wiiloli \u 
the fiih^re?"’ a?^ked Owen, seiitmsly* 

is just whut it jneans : :ind one is lueky 
wlien the (lull brain ol‘ a lUiton caUiies the idea,” 
I replied, 

Tlie aiipcnmnee of the young ladies eiilled Owen 
fiwav, and 1 nnnounecd to the [jasseiigers tliat they 
would w:i3it their fishing-gear in the emirse of half 
an lioiir. 1 had ]>lenty of lisliing-taekle of all 
sorts whieh 1 kept on hoard; ami 1 knew that all 
the gentlemen in the eai dn, mi less it was ^Ir. d'if- 
fany, were supplied willi ail the hnjdements for 
fishing and shooting. Com wood had ])nKured a 
supply of l>ait ivhiie ^ve wnTa at dinner, d'he 
fasts were cast idf, and we luu ked out into the 
river* Ben and Buck had returned, liaving made 
their jn'isoncr fast to the railing of the j>ier, at the 
suifi^esfion of Mr* Benedict, who said he would 
look out for him, 

Tlie steamer stoj>jMi^l when she was clear ot tlie 
pier, and then went ahead, Tlie pilot said he was 
peiTectly faniijiar with the navigation of Doctor s 
]jako, liaving syrvxyved it in the service of the 
State. 'i’iie wat(!r was very shadow near the 
shore, where we had liroken through the hushes 
Vo its hriuk; but it was said to be very deep in 


’ ^ • 7 ’ 


'« 


i^-t2 iJdwx sni 'rn : on, 

TUiiny [Kil ls. I Innl wnd tlint llsn fivqiiont jjass^^ri? 
ni slrntiH'rs uvrr lli<^ wiiU^rs Ihn SI. Jtilnis liiid 
ili'ivm (hr (ViuhlrtK'il lisli Into surtj [ilru^r.s us [Jor- 
tof's ljukr* \Vr it.s W 3 itrr.s, and str-i3iird 

srv(n'al intlns u|i the lake* 1'hen the pilnt nnig 
the uouiTi aiul the vessel was soeii at rest. 

\Vc liaili'd our hooks, and dropjjrd the lines 
into tlie lake, Miss Mai'^ie was the first to Ijook 
u tish, AfUu' ji iiariJ pidl she ^ot him to the top 
of the w.atrr. It was ei lEitiish writ'lling^ twelve 
])omids. 'J'ho (k>loiK‘l and Owen were <lisgusttHl, 
A raliisli is an CNJiggrratiaJ hornpoiit, or hull- 
head^” None but iK-groes eat them at the South. 
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OIIAITER XXI[f, 

TIIOLLIXG FOH IlLACK llAfiS. 

idea of fishiii" for cutHsli i?; iib;sur<l I” ox- 
-L’ i'liiinuMl (/'{>loiHd Jt isift a }ax)per 

ii>io to put a while uiau to.” 

Doift 1^0 doc]), then,” Conn 

wood. '' TJio ealdi^li live on the boftonk” 

1 was as iiHK'li disgusted with flie idea of t a tell¬ 
ing ealiLsii as the (Vdouelj for I liad seen plenty of 
lliejii caught by the negroes on Ilic wharves at 
daeksoiiville. T biok a good-si/.ed spoon-liook, 
with three Iniudred leet of line uttaelied to it, just 
as I had used it in Lake Siriicrior, aial east tiio 
/io<ik as far out into the w:iter as I could. I 
Iroiled it home, and obtained (piite a heavy bite. 
1 tried it again, and this time hauled In a ilsh that 
would weigh six pounds. 

"■ \Vliars that, 31r. Coruwood ? ” 1 asked, us I 
brougld the tisli inboard. 

" Idiat's a black trout,” re[3lied the jiilot, 
lilack trout I ” replied the Colonel, who was a 


% 




I Ijnux sol Til ; oi:, 

tlslH^riiKUK ^'"rii:il isift :i irotti of any isort f 
il ir-i a Ikhirk liass.’' 

tall tluan lihu'k Iroul oit llic St. Julins, 
wlu“n" llu'v jiri‘ vt^rv ploiilv at soniij .seasons <)f the 
year."' at I (let I ( ornvrootl, 

lie is not tniile like onr lilaek l>assoflhc lakes 
of llie State ol' New York ; his head is larn:er,'' 
added the (kiloiud, after lie had lookcjd the fish 
over. " Still he ts a hlaek bass, and a hi^ one food' 
Do voii eiiH tliat a bitij one?” deiiumtled Corn- 

n O 

’vvood eonteinpf nously. 

" 1 have hshed a great deal in the Xcw York 
lakes, and ! never sa\v a black bass that wmdd 
weigh more than four pounds and a half, tliougli 
I liave heard of tlieni that weight'd tive.” 

" I have caught them tliat wouhl weigh twelve,” 
adtled the jakif. 

Thv (’t>lonel looked at him as thontj:li he were a 
deseendant of the father of lies. I had tliree 
more spoon-books, with the neeessarv lines, two 
of wliieh I had boiiii'ht on the iiortlicrii sliore of 
Ijakc Snjjerior. Jt was odd to think of fishing 
w ith them liere in Florida. I sent. Corn^vtJod to 
the pilot-lionse, and told Closes to give the steamer 
iibont four knots an lionr, for this was the way I 
usetl to do on Lakes Huron and Superior, 
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’Wt! iiEt^l not nHiiii for moiT llisin ftnir lines :il tho 
stern tVir 1 nileml one of tlie]ii to Air. 

"I’itt'jUiV^ Init he (leelinetl, pleEnling tlint he li:nl no 
skill in this knni of llslnii^. The (’olonel, Owen, 
this SliepsinU nnd I. httmllod llic ihies. (ioing^ut 
four knots, tho sinxnv iuirdly l>rake,;llie wiUoi% 
thoti^li possilily it iisloiiished the Jishes. Our 
linos Inul liurdly run (Uit llioir length lietoro two of 
MH hud eueli a lish on his hook. The Colonel and I 
hrou^lit in a lish sqiloee, idiout the size of the one 
1 had eauifht indonn Owen and (dtis took their 
turn while we were ^ottinit our ti.di olF the liook. 
Aly eousin lost Ins, hut Cus got his on l>oard. 
1'he s[iort was <|Tiite eigial to hhie-tishing, whieli i 
had tried t>n the coast of Alaine. In an hour we 
]ia<l twentv of theni, all blaek Ijass. Aliss Margie 
Avished she might iish ; I told her to juit on her 
thiek gl<iv<is and she might try. I baited tlie 
si>oondiook with a live little tisli the ]>ilol had [iro- 
cured, and gave her the line, in a tew minutes 
she waii tim'ii'inir away at a fish. lie was nnusiially 
gamy, leaping out of the water a dozen times ou 
his \vi\y l<) tho 1>oat. 

"I eairt get him any further, eaptain ! " eritd 
she. out of breath with her exerti<nis. I took tho 
liiK^ from her, and hauled in the largest bass we 
had yet seen. 


$ 3(5 


DOU N SfnJTlI ; Oil, 


'V - 


" It wniiM 1)0 wit'kod to I'slfcli ^iiiv moro, ffir wo 
i'Mu’t tln‘ <'oioiirL "llci'ts, slowjird, 

tins lisli, if yon 

riio l)uss Miss Mnrirti^ liad (iiuirht {'arncd tbo 

I 

s}>rinir sralo down to lundvo and n (juailor. 

Wiu'iv s Ml', t'ornwood y doinaiidc'd (Mloiiol 
Shopard i and ho nishod forward to tlie pilol- 
lioustn "^Ir. (V)rnwood, I doubled your slate- 
inont when voti said vou Inal soon a hlaok trout', 

■ 4 

ov bass, that would woi^li Ivrolvc pounds, 1 hog 
your jjardoiu for wo liavo one that will weigh 
Iwtdvo and a <]uartord’ 

I lio}}0 you will yot oat oh a higgor ono, (^olontd 
Sliopard/’ ropliod the pilot, doligliled to he vindi- 
ea1 ed. 

Xow let her out, and run for Green Gove 
Springs,” 1 interposed. 

d'lie fleokdiands vvoninl up the lines i we were 
soon out of llio lake, and again lieaded u]) the St, 
J()hns Hirer. All liie i^arty were exhilarated hy 
the line sjjort we had had on the lake, and lliey 
were vlevoting tlioin.selvos to a partieular examina¬ 
tion of the tish. I Jen liowinan laicl aside the dig- 
nit of Ills ofliee ms assistant engineer, and pro- 
eeotled to dress t!ie tish, whieli he was hettou' tjuali- 
lied to do than any other ijersou on hoard. It was^ 
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about six oVlork in tite atliTUooii wiww wc; fiuJsficfl 
tisliin^, fun] the laimi |jurty vvtuo < rtujjjjor 

bcfoiv wo got out of tho Lnko, As scjou as Ihry 
iiad sullifionlly disc ussed tlie fish, they W(?iil fielovv, 

TIip iiintc I’olieved (/oriiwood at tiu; wlus'l u tiiio 
tho latter wont to sui)por, whii h was ready at the 
satiio hour as flic eahin JucaiL I predbrrod to tal<<^ 
luy sup]>er with Washhuni, and so 1 waiti^d till 
lialf a!i hour !atoi\ I was talking willi hitu about 
tlic lishing, when Chloo came to the door <d‘ llio 
l)ilot-|jouse, and Mitli lier usual snitle said she 
would like t(> see rue. I went out oii the fore¬ 
castle with her, for ] thought she had taken tire 
partic^ular tiuie when CorinvcKx] was at .sii])]>er tc? 
speak with luo. 

"Caijfain Garuiugliaiii, 1 am willing to leave tlie 
Sylvania wiien the boat gets to (heeu Cove S])i iiigs, 
for I know that 1 am making a great: deal of frou- 
hie on board,” said she, showing her jutdly vvhite 
led Ik 

I was not aware that vou had made any trouble 
on hf>ard,” 1 replied. ” It is your husband who 
has made all tlie trouble,” 

Well, it is on iiiy account; and if 1 leave the 
Sylvania, he will not trouble you any more,” slio 
adcled. 


DOWN .SO[ TIT ; 


2.1 S 

'' 1 (loiil, lliiiik liiii liulics in tin; calrin woiikl ho 
wiliiK;^' |]]r(l you sliouhl U\iv(u” 

i .‘Mil ><mv i iriflin n ill hr: in friTnn Cove? Sprinuf.s 
to-ni^lat, !in<l In? will nitike ii Ikmi]) of tresuhlo tlion*, 
'di^ Iwa. Iiiis deuK' tei-elay/' (^nitiiiiioei (’hloc. I eloift 
waul tea keH'p you in liofc waltir all llio linie on rny 
urt'ennit 

Wo iin<lorst;in(l llin situation liotfor llnni hofoTT?, 
jind w(? stall I Iravo no furl her Iroulilo with Gniiiii. 
I sliall liavt! a liand forward and ajiothor aft when- 
over wo are at nneliori or at a wharf, so that ho 
ean'l "{'t on hoard of iho sloainor/" I replied, If 
yon don't want to ^o witli him, all you have to da 

is to stav on Ijoard,” 

■ 

"I don't want to ^o with liiind’ said she, with a 
jfttifKl eh'al of energy* ^Mf I eanikl liavc found a 
jihu'O in a steamer f^oiiig north, or anywhere that 
'would take me away' from hiiiit I would have left 
him a year agtj; ” ami her hriglit eyes snapped as 
tlioii<i:h slie meant all she said. 

k:- 

" I low loDE" have von hern married?’^ 

n' 

■'^'fwo vears ; and I was verv foolish to have 

n ^ i» 

hiiiK Gridin is a hiad man,” said she, shaking her 
h<‘ud. ilc was disehargaal from the Charleston 
stpiouor for getting up a tight, and drawing a knife 
on the steward, lie heats me and ahuses me, and 
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T Inivc bcRii miserable over since I luaiTleil him, 
1 IiEiVd ofleii boon EilVaid of my life, lie is so vio¬ 
lent, (‘siioeiallv when he has been drinkiiK^” 

■ f.- 

" Does lie <lri]jk littrtl?" 

" (hily when lie is ashore. If he (li<l it on board 

any steamer, they would diseliarge him rii^lit oil', 

When this trip in tlie Sri van ia is done, J shall 

have a little moiiov, and then 1 shall leave Florida 

■1 • ^ 

hy the tirst train, if the hidies will ^ivc me a 
reeonmunidation so that I ean ^et a [)laeo, 1 mean 
to eliun^^o my name, and keep out of GrifHn’s way 
as long as 1 live, for ho will kill me if 1 live vvilh 
him, 1 h:id no comfort for a year till I came on 
boEird of this vessel.’* 

" Yon were living in St. Aii 2 :nsljnf% were von?” 

Lived everywhere ; we had been in St. Auijns- 

tine two months when we cngjigcd on this steamer, 

GriOin liad el [dace at a hotel, and was turned oif 

for getting drunk, ami fighting. He must have 

been ^cry liad, or they ivould not have let him go 

when thev were so short of waiters, lie wouldn’t 
%• 

let me n^oik anyivhei'c, though I had plenty of 
chances to wait on talde, anti one to "o in the Siin 
Jacinto to Nassau. Tic was afraid I sliouhl get 
some mtJticy and Iceivc him, as I told him I would 
\iflcr he had whippe<i and kicked me, 1 have a 





f 




qipii i 


210 DOWN sot TH I OR, 

iilijn'k on my slionldor wln'm lie liil uic^, not a wok 
bo to 1*0 wo ( unu! on lioani ol' Hii.s yohmiI.” 

My syinjintliioH wci'o ^ivally oxoitt'fl; but in a 
(jiianvl botwooii man and wife, 1 bad board o!d(‘r 
t^a)" no ono slsoidd intorferc unloss tlioy 
oaino to blow.s, and I sai{l iiotliing. 

^'(rrifiin sailed ini some vessel witli Mr. (Vnn- 
\vood. I believe,” I added. 

" N^ever in this world ] ” iiroteste.d ( hloe. '' lie 
M'as lK)rn and raised in Fernan<linii, as T was ; and 
1 ean tell where lie was every hour of his liih, up 
to our marriafic. lie was on the .same steainta' 
wilh me tliree vear.s, and Iiolh of us were a! limnc 
U]) to that fiine.” 

'MVhv did von inarrv him if vou knew liini so 

q - 11. ^ ’ A- 

well?” 1 asked, nuuh interested in her .storv. 

" Reeause I was Iboll.sh, and tlaiu^ht I eould 
inannsfe liim. Perhaps 1 eoiild, if lie didifl drink 
no Ii<|Uf>rd’ 

I vvas not aware that lie was a di*iiikini!f man,” 
If you had iTol near onou^li to smell Ins breath 
to-dav, vou wouhl have known that he drank 

I - m 

He never seein.s to lie very had, hut 
whiskey uiakc.s him ii^ly,” 

" ITc seems to be a "ood fiaend of Mr. ( -orn- 
woody’ I su£r<rcsled. 
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"Wellj he OHglit to l>c; for Coniwood got 
him out o( a veiy had yerape wlicn he nearly killed 
a mail in Jacksonville last tJamiaiy* 1 doiTt lliink 
much of Mr* Coniwiiod, neither* I reckon he 
uses Gviiliii as a witness wlicn lie wants for 
Gritliii will swear to anvthiiig.'’ 

"Did iMr. Corn wood ever fill overboard, and 
Griffin save him?'' 

" Xcver in this world ! lie never sailed in the 
same vessel vvilh him, except this one.'' 

" Do you know Captain Darker Booms)ij, 
Chloe?” 

"jSever heard of him before.'' 

" You lia<l l>etlcr go to the cabin now* As long 
as vmii remain on hoard, T wilt see that vou are 
]>rotei‘tcd," T said, rising fi^tmi iny st<ioL for it was 
ahouf lime for the pilot to come on deck. 

"d'hank you, Captain Gnininghnm* 1 have lold 
the ladies how I am situated, and they }>roinisii to 
help me all llie 3 ' can,” replied Cliloc, as she triiiped 
lightlv to the eoinjyaiiron-wa}’ aft. 

It iqipeared fr<im the stai.einent of the stewardess 
that Cornwood had heen lying to me right ah>iig 
in regard Grilliii Jjeeds. lie had no interest in 
him, except to have Inni on l>oard to act as a. .spy 
and listener upon me. But in spite of this fact—- 
10 
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jiiul I i:c if \Viirt u -—C(jniw(xul ivnj? 

iin ox<'uiAlin^l nsefa't jxn’soii on hrnird fd' I lie 
^iylv’iiiiia. 1 txMild not beliove lluit lie li;ul lioen 
:u‘tlii!r -IS a lor lliou^ii it was plahi 

tlial lie was ciilirelv lai>:L\i:u' wilh tlie State of 
Florula, 


'riie pilot took Ills plat'c at j.\e v/lieel^ and Wash- 
Inirn and I went to siip|jer. ‘We talked freely'^ 
be j ure Col ibini^toii, who loltl Ti.s tl:*it (’or; wood 
had ollenal him live dollars to lie v'tii/rs in a 
ease of assault he lanl not seen ; \:n' ^ ’‘'ikl 

ratiier starve tiiuii eummit a erinie- 
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CHAPTER XXTY. 


GREEX COVE SPlilXGS AX1> OOVEEXOlAs CREEK. 


B v the time wo had liiiJislR'd our su})]>or, the 
sk*:mior was ill sight of Greou Cove Spiings. 
^Iiignolia was ahivast of us, and we had passed 
llibeniia; luit nothing was in sight from eilhor 
plate oxcci>t the hoteds, where winter honrdei^ 
from the Aorth are dtnnieilcd, and at tlio tonner a 
few eottages. '^^fhere were jdenty ofrraekors/^ 
or natives, in the eoimtvy ; but they did not appear 
to live on the lianks (T the river. The ladies were 
seale<l in the pilot-house, o]>scrvin£r the seenery, 
whivh by this time had lieeomc a lit tie inomdo- 
7ions, thmigli the seciie was always deli^ditficL for 
we had only the varying itreadth of the river, and 
tlie forest. Oeeasionally we saw a few old real 
t‘e<lars, wliose iautastie forjiis excited altentitm for 
a lime, with their fninhs divided like ati inverted 
V, near tfie surface of the water, d'he hlutfs, wjieu 
there were any, wire eovere<l with idaekberry 
vines, all in blossom, so that IIkw looked like 
biiow banks ill I lie distaiK-e. 


DOWN .'^{>DT1[ ; OK, 


2li 


Yon rmist. jjoi up (‘sirly m tlic inoniiiig, l:ul]cs, 
i\]\i\ l:ikc ii lijith \n tlic wjn-iii wiiku' of tlie spring,’^ 
suggoslril Mr. ('oriiu^Hnl us wc iipproiK'lird lli€ 
viilugx , wliirh Inul (juifc u lunnlirr oi'I kuikcs, cnin- 
piirod vvisli ui]y other place wo hud seen yiiice vee 
]ek Jarksoiivtlle* 

Mrs. iSliepurd Imd beard of the spring, and was 
desirttus of trying’ its waters. As we apitroaclicd, 
we di.'^covercd it sinjill steani-viiclit anchored oil an 

fc* 

old wharf. nearU' in front of the Union Hotel, ft 

I * 

>cus a very jn'ctty craft, very brtjiid idr her length, 
and evidently did not driov nn)re than tvvt) feet of 

t-' 

wat<‘r, or [jorhaps three. Before we eanie uj) with 
]ier Corn wood had rung the speed-hdl, and we 
were moving very slowly. He rang the gong 
when we xvero abreast of the yacht, and then gave 
two stroke.s of the lieil to back lier. 

^Mjct go the anelior 1 ” he shouted to the deck- 
hands forward, ftw as the ]passengers were tt) remain 
on hoard ull night, T tlauight it was better to be 
oir in the stream than at the wharf. 

Ylie Sylvania brought np to Iier cal tie ahont 
half-way between the end of the long jiier, where 
the steamers made their landings, and the little 
sleain-yaeht. It was almost dark when wc an¬ 
chored, and 1 could not oldain a very good view 
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of tilt? Ill lilt: LM cniiig oiir luuriiciniis wt»re 


called for. 


Thou the alisetu'e 


(d“ (ii'itlin Lccdri 


\VllS 


regretted, a,s lie played the violin ; Imt Cohliiugloii 
deelared that he had jdayed that inslrunicnt tVu' 
years liofore he left home: onlv- lie ha<l no tidiile. ■ 

L V 

Ftirtunately, Landy Ferkiiis, who played the vi<jloiw 
eellot and \v:ls learning to play the violin, had taie, 
and our orehe^tra was eonipiete. 

It was a heantit'uK mild, and soft evening, and 
our ]>arty stayed on dock until eleven o'clock, I 
arranged an inKlnir-watch, so that two of llie ship’s 
eoinj>anv should Ite on deek all the time, one 
hirward and the other aft, day and night. I’lity 
were to allow no one to come on hoard, unless hy 
permission of tlie captain or mate ; ami Washburn 
and I laid agreed that one of ns should remain on 
hoard all the time. Our })assengers did not care 
to have strangers staring at them, and no one was 
willing that Oritlin Leeds sliould put his feet on 
the deck of the fSvlvania again. 

Karly in the morning the boats were dropped 
into the water, ami put in [jroper eondllion for use. 
At six in the morning the steward t'alled the jjas- 
sengers, as required hy them, and a little later we 
landed them at some sleiis on the pier, near the 
sliore, so that they had not far to walk, ilr. 


iK>vv\- snrTtr j oh, 


2\G 


( jiikI i rmiiiiiiod sliore to tfie 

ptirl w At tlic l](‘;i<l of llio wlun f ue fouiul asfoiv, 
li iMiliEirtUliiill :iiid n bju-rof>iii^ jnul pvidtMu c^s 


oi <iv]liz;U ion, A slrot*! on thn ri<r|it led to I he 
I iiioM lloUd Jiiid the Hiven'side {'otlEii^e.s, Euid one 
on the Kdi Ofnn^e CkdtE^ire, the two litlter being 
lurge hoEirdhiir-hcnises-, uhieh we fouiHl wei'e oecn- 
pied by }>co])le troin the XoHln 

iM^llowinc: die street from (lie wlnirf* we esune to 


tlie Clarendon Hotel, the iinist preteniions estah- 
iishnient in the phiec. At the oflite of this house 
('oniwood ohtaijied tiekcts for the baths, d'lie 
sprittir :ni(l the balhin^-honses arc ineiosed In ei 
park, oi'iiinnented with live-oaks, \Vv ({(‘seended 
to tlie spring, around wliicii a plEitfonn is hnilt. 
Tlic sijriiig was similar to that we IjacI seen at 
Orange Piirk, though there were no elouds of sand 
rising Ironi the hot loin of it. 71 ioufrh the ivater 
\v;is i;ighlci-(i foot doisp, ivc ooiiid soo lo tho 
of tlio timiicl-ssliiijK'd liolc IVoiii wliicli it issued. 
Its tcmiionilmc was Tti®, and it had a very sli-ons: 

!U “O 

odor of snlphnr. 


We all dritnk ei dipper eaeh of the water, wliieh 
was perfectIv transji.irent, and 1 thoin-ht it was 
not " hiul to take” as ii iiiedkinc, d’iiere is a bath 
for ladies, and another for gentlemen. Ours Wiis 
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a sw’iniuing-lijilli, sibout slxly Ibrt loii^ j ami 1 
niurit say 0ml the water was j>crfct11y <h‘ljir]]HbL 
I \Yas that the plare wa^; ba<l fVsr (-(jnsiimj)- 
lives, t)ut the water was ex<-ellent lor rlieonial 
<]yspcpsiii, aiiO kiOiiev eoiiijslaints ; lait as 1 liaO 
iKJiic of lliein, I know iiothinp: at all about its vir¬ 
tues. Cohniel She[>ar<l Oct lured that he felt like 
a new man after the )>ath, and even the invalid 
jMrs. Shepanl was as frisky as a young launb. 4’hc 
bath was certainly a great luxury to all of us, 
^Vc took a walk about the i>laee, and found the 
village was very inut b like the nnal part of Jac k¬ 
sonville, The gardens wta’e crowded with orani^e- 
trees, and the jikk kirig-liinls tilled llie air with 
their melody. 

In walking over to Or::nge Cottage wc liad to 
cross a bn<Ige, about fifteen Icet above the water, 
ivhieh was a stream iknving from the sjn ing. It 
was the clearest water I had ever seen, and 1 have 
gazed into the crystal tide of Lake Superior, wdsu h 
has a great reputation for its purtlv, A lioat was 
floating (in tlie surface, and 1 saw great cattish 
fiw iniining lazily out of the ]kioL Back of the vil¬ 
lage was the forest of jdne, magnolia, and live-oak, 
\Vg walked far enough to see the homes of some 
of the crackers, wliicli were rude and priinitivc. 


]>o\v^ soUTfi; ou, 
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jVfler hrriikfji^f we Inided ii;:T:un, and followed 
"St. Ooviirs Pjitlr' to It. was throtii^di 

tlu- woods, (in the \r,mk of tlio riven "SL David/’ 
he was not tlie original (‘]jan]}noii of Wales, 
had a very tine reside]uc; near tlie entrance to tliO 

k- 

wood. I believe lie was canonized for llic ink be 
inad(‘. Near tlu; house we found some inuiriMdia 
loaves that were nearly a foot loni]^. The bine 
sand ill Ihi^ }>ath was as hard as a rock, and it wns 
straniie that anythin!^ would irfovr in it. 

'fhe ]proprietor of Orange l^ark resented the 
idea, wlien some one called the soil nothing IruC 
blue sand ; and taking up a handful of it, hG 
ruhbed it between his palms. Tlic skin was t'oiv 
siderably stained by the operation, whieli eo'vid 
not liave been the ease iJ'llie eavtli had been stTiip’y 
liousc-sand, as it is called in the North. \V(^ all 
knew that the finest oranges, bananas, lemons, 
PU 2 far-taiie. as well as sfrawlperries and iraidt^ 
veL^otables, grew^ out of it. 

At the bridge which crosses Governor’s Creckr 
on the other side of which is the Ma£'nolia House, 
we found the boats, whitdi had been oitkred to he 
here. We all einbarkefU and aseended the creek. 
Our eoiirse was Ihroiurh water-needs and liirer- 
lilies ; but we soon came to dear water. An old 
mill stood by the shore. 
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"There is a Iriciid of yours, Ciiptiihi Ojiriiiiii;- 
hsini/'' s:ii(l CornH-oo<l, :is lie poiiiled lo a log, one 
end of vviiieli uas suhiiicrged in Ihc t rerk. 

On Iho log, c-oilcd up, ^villi his hcEnl in Use 
initUlle iind reslisifg on one ot tlie fislds ol his hody, 


wjis a inoecMsi]! Kiaike just like the (>ne I had seen 
ill the uttie rooin of (Viptain IVoomsliyAs house, 
^'hMerev I" exelaisned Miss Margie, "it is a 
sntdic ! Let us get a^vay froiii heie I ” 

"Dont he sdnrnied, Miss Tilfany,'' interposed 
the gui<le, "He Ls fast asleep,” 

" liut he niay wake, and bite some t>f us,” in¬ 


sisted oMiss Margie, 

H . 

"If he wakes, the lirst thing he will do will he 
to run a’lVay, It is a nioeeasin, and Ins Idle is 

■L’ ^ 

poisonous; luit lie caift l>itc in the water,” 

Corn wood pieked a hoal-liook, hut Ihc snake 
Avas just out of his reaeh. The men baike<l XliQ 
hoat a little, and the guide just totu hed the tail of 
the reptile, 'JI1U woke him, and williouL wailing 
to ld<l adieu lo the party, he seurried up the log, 
and disappeared in the trees on the hank of tlie 
stream, jMiss Margie was grentlv relieved when 
he was gone. The oarsmen gave way again, hut 
had not taken three strokes ladVtre one of them 


tipped over an idligalor in the waiter, lie was u 


SOUT H ; Ollj 


i?:>o 


lilllo \\\\d in uh's *>ir willi :ili his f(> llici 

jHiiitsriatMil nC ihi^ ])arf V- The isK'ti li:icl hat 

t a kart half a diVAvn slrokt^s iKifuns anallirr 

silliuatia- nas ImiKal <J\'ar hv an oar. I’lns uas a 
1 ■- 

lar^ror ouo tlian (liti ollita‘, and his licsid was lilunl 
oiiliivlv tail ot' Iho walor. At Iho same nuaiieat 

H- 

(’oiTiwotxh who was staialiiii^ in tlie how oi tlie 
hoat, aimed a. revolver at him, aial firecL 

I\nss Marufie irave ii little sereimi at tlie re[)ort 
of the ]>istol. The hail had evidently done* its 
wtirk. for tlie reptile was tiomiderini^ on the to|> 
of the water, instead of nmniii^^ away, as the other 
one had done. The guide fired again ‘ and after a 
little more slruggiing, the alligator lay still on the 
lop of the water* 

'' We ill tow film af^hoi’e and let j^'ou look at 
him, if YOU wish," said the sruide, 

" Xo, I thank you; not on my account,” added 
Miss IMaririe* 

n. • 

I should really like to see him," said iMiss 

ivlith. 


** Then you shall see him,” replie<l Owen. 

Ihit there was no shore in the vicinity to tow 
him to j and the guide suggested that lie should he 
allowed to remain, while we followed the other 
boat to tlie head of boat navigation on the creek. 
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’wliK'li was DiiU' a sh<irt <list:inFO farflicr. 
shoro Wiis under \va1i‘i\ and lln- trees ^ruvv out of 
it* 'I'lio said ihis was a si^eciineii (d" a por¬ 

tion of tiio < )<dv]a\valit(, on a small scale. Uni wo 
so<i]i tame to hitrlior banks, wliioh were oo\-ei^(’d 


with a flagrant blossom oalltal the "^sw^amp }>ink ” 
in some iiarts of liio Xoi tlu The air was loadtal 
illi il.s perfume, and ihc youngs ladies were in 
eeslasies over the sweetness of tlie blossoms, and 

IP 

the beauliftd aiiiiearame of f lie i>aiiks of the slr<’am. 
Uoyoiai litis we fomid the sJiore cfwered with 
anollaa’ Idossom* llie ^swamp blueberry. The 
bushes lined tlic shore, and were so eovered with 


lilossoms lliat tliey seetned to lie all I here w as of 
tla an. d'lie youiijg ladies wanted to ffatlu r some, 
and the men 111 led every available jilaec in the boat 
Avith these and 1lie swamp pinks* 

On our return we picked U]i the alliirator, mak¬ 
ing: a line fast to hiin, and towing: him down to the 
brhlgrc* M e made ti landing: nndei' the bluff, and 
liauled the reptile out of the water. lie was alamt 
live feel: long^, Unek pried hi.s mouth ojie]), so 
that the ladies eotild see his teeth, C^oriiwo<.'d 
asked Miss ^largfie if she did ]inl w'aiit a i>ieee of 
him for lier supper, de<'taviu*r that he had eattai a 

portion ol tlie tail, which he eonsidenai \erv 

«• 


nowx Rcji TH ; on, 


O K>.-i 


f ho Iviii^lisli nKiuIi‘]i jTrofomHl hoof itnfl 

niiiHoii, 

0 in it want five alli^^utor, and wo. lof'l Iiini 
Avlierc ho was, (’{iniwtKid said aniiin native wnnid 
takt' |>(isst'ssi(.ni of ]]ini, uinl in tvvo nr tlareiiniontJis 
hu loelli wnidd ]io- lor .sale in tho stores at Jaekson- 
A'illo. Wo wow on hoanl iu liiiio for diinjor at 
one, the Innir at wjji<^li it liad hooii ord(n'o<l. In 
the atlin'iioon 1 rootdvcal a visit from tlie i^enllenian 
who nas sailing the litilo stoani-yat-lit near us, lie 
was a \ow orkoi\ sjKniding the winter in Florida, 
and had his wifci and daugiilor fni Ixiai'd. I inlro- 
duecxl ill 111 to our parlyj and showed Ijiin all over 
llic Svhani.u 
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ALLIGATOK SHOOTIXG OX RLACK CREEK. 


A fter supper I returued the vi^it of Afr. 

(jar3>rook, the owner captain of tlic little 
st(!aiii-yacht. She was a perfect beauty, and, small 
as she was, she had two state-rooms for the owner 
aii<l Ills family; and a nice little cabin. 11ie whole 
sliijfs eoiiipany besides the owner, consisted of an 
engineer and a law. Forward of the eiiirine were 
a cook-room, a little eahin, and the pih>t-honse, 
the latter so small that only one iicrson could 
occupy it Jit the same time. 

\\ ho is the cook?^^ I asked, wondering how he 
maiiage<l to run the boat with only Iwai hands, 
Sometimes the hoy does the cooking, and 
sonielimes I do it; lint we doift live verv lii^di on 
board A ^Ir. Garb rook, kuighhig. " We lake 
most of our meals on sliore wdieii we are near u 
hotel.” 

'' I think I should jirefer a little more room,” I 
added. 
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" S(i should I ; hut ii sU'iuiiur of your dnnvs 
too iniit-li water, I have an oraiiiTi; plaulation 
Ijaek of lh<‘oIiit:i; I have to nui iij) Five-Mile 
(’reek to reaeli if: liy water; iind it. is not deep 
enouuh for ,sik*1i ii craft as 1 would like/’ added 
i\lr, (iarl)roi)k. 


I was tllinking of up lilaek (’reek to- 

uiorrow, to Middlehur^; hut I cannot find a ]>ilot. 
1 was ^oini^ to ask your party to aeeoinjjanj us,” 
oontinued tlie owner of flic little steamer. 

'' I think 1 can funiisli tlie [>il{>td' I replied. 

"Your steamer draws too inneli wider for l^lack 
Creek, or I suppose you would riiu up t<> Middle- 
hiirtr hi lier, A great many parties make this 
excursion 

I don’t know that 1 over lieaial of I?laek Creek 
he fore/’ T replied, woiidenug tliat Corn wood had 
not nauitioiuKl it. 

Perhaps <)ur guide did uot know nhoiit Blaek 
(V('ek ; and I jiulled out of luy ])ockot the "Sug¬ 
gest ionslie had written out for the trip; hut I 
<‘(juld not !iud the name iu it. If lliere was any- 
lliiui^ iu Florida that Com wood was not tauiihar 
w'ith, I desired to know what it w^as. It would he 
a real eujoyJi^t'^id. to me to find tliat lie was not 
comi>eteut to i>ilot the little steani-yaeht up Black 
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Creek* 1 waj? TiRilnirted io invite all oui' party to 
tile cxeuiision, if 1 lor Id u pil(>t for (lio 

(KLn:>ioii* 

1 retunie<! to the Svlvania, iuid I I 

Avould invite the party iiefore I said anythto 
tlie ])ilot* I <ravc Iheiu what iiddrmati<jn I had 
(>lRained in iHwanl to lilaek Creek and MiLldle- 
hiiri!:* and they were ready to accept invitatioiu 
1 fouiHl Coniwood on the lorccastle, sniokiiitr hi,s 
cigar, and opened the matter liy inforniiii^ hint 
that the party were going ut> Hlaek Creek the 
next day* 

Ihit this boat draws loo nuuh water to go np 
to iVIiddlehnrg,^Csaid the pilot, }>roniptly* " t^hc 
eaift go half-way ii[) there. 

^'Ihit we are to go in tiuit little steain-yadit/’ I 
added* 

1 liat’s another Ihinu:; T dare sav" ^^he wonld "o 

*■ ' * 

nil ii'dicro was notliin^ but a litlio foir undorher’’ 

laughed Connvaiod* 

[?ut we wish you to pilot tier up the ereek,” I 
coniinucd* 

"I will do it Wil!i the greatest pleasure,’ he 
answered. 


I was taken ahack liy tins readv’ rcplv, for I 

had felt eniiildeut (hat 1 liad I'oiind something the 
rioridian eoiild not do. 


3>D^\'X s;oiri i[; ott, 




Volt iV\(\ not mention rjlnek (Veek in llie popcr 
YOU wrote/' I :^ujriresl<Hk 

* •. K 

■'Xeilher did J inentio]] J.uke (ii'initn tjec'sHiJ^e it 
Y'onld Ijo iin]Ki?::silt!e to pd np there in n kont 
(Irjnviis”' (di^ht feet of water," rejdted (’ornwood* 
The ]>ih>t was not to l>e etin^rht. I ^^eiit word to 
Mr. <iiirljro(di lllut our party would be liappy to 
join his thinily in the exrursioM ui> Blaek Creek, 
in id 11 lilt 1 would furnLsli a ]>ilot. 1 iiotiecd eon- 
siderakle iicdivit v on board of the Gazelle, for that 
was ihe name of the stcaiu-yaelitj after 1 sent Ihc 


message. 

«i 

I liad iieard nothin^ of Griffin Leeds durinir the 
dnv. Tliouiili I had no doubt lie was in (ireen 
( ove iT'itrings, he made no attempt to tome on 
Ijoartl. I eoneludetl that he intended io wait for 
n more f'avoralde opj^ortmutv to reeover ]H>ssession 
of bis wife ^ hut I was <letermiiied tliat nt> sueli 
ehaneo should be atfoided to hrni. 

A\ nine in the morn in" we went on lioard of 
the <iaKelU\ and she ivci"hcd aiu lior rinmediately. 
(’ornwood lotjk possession td the jiilot-house, de- 
elaitng tlial he had never been eouiined in a 
eanary-bird's ca"e belore, I>ut he was 
natured about il, ami when the boy had "ot up 
the aiiehor, Corn wood i*ang' the btdi lo start the 
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online* Kvei'vtliini^ jis re^^uljirly 

llit^ liUk yacht had been a steamer of a llioii.sand 

tons. The ihlot ran the l>ont down the river aliout 

a mile below Mai^nolia, and Ihon stoocJ into an 

^. 

inlet, at the liead of whi<'h we found the streann 
Jt was a eonsiderahlc river, hut (\irnw<j(Hi setnntal 
to he quite at home in it, ft was a trooked 
stream, hut the [jilot ran fro?n one side to llie 
other, talkiiiiT to nic all the time with Ihe ntnujst 
indiffbreiiee. 


J olKserved liiin for a conjile of liours, until L 
was entirely satistied that he knew wljat Ijc was 


alioui, and then joine<l tlie party astern. It was 


^seldom that a steanier disturbed 


the waters of 


IMaek (freek, never in these days, e\ee[d 
|tar(y of tnrious cxeursionists desired to 


when It 
explore 


the lonely region* The Gazelle uia<le about ei^dit 
knots an hour, and at eleven oarlock wc were fast 
to a dil.ipidated pier at the ruined town of 3jid<llc- 
biir^- Jt lay about lialf-way between the St» 


Johns and the Atlantic, Gulf and West India 
Cotn{jauy’s Railroad, extending from Remandina 
to Cedar Iveys, on the Gulf of Mexico, intended 
as part of a qiii(.‘k route to Havana. The lanldini^ 
of this railroad, by divertini^; fnmi it the tra<le and 
trans[iortal ion of a eoiisidcraldc rc^don of country, 
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\r.u\ utterly ruined xMiddlehur^, and it was as lone 
and deserted as l\nn]ieii under llic: ashes of \'esu- 
vius. Hardly a faiuilv ;viis to la; found in its 
abandoned houses. 

A jxlara'e at tlie ruins was enou^ih to sjilisfv the 
party, ospeeially as ('t^rnwood warned us not to 
enter tlie houses, or we should Im eovered with 
fleas. These pests arc not imeoimnon in Florida. 
(Jreen Cove Si>rin^s ibrnicrly had sonic, whiih 
wore supposed to he scattered ttiroiiirli the |jlaee 
1)V ttio i)igs that ran at large. Tlie evil was cor¬ 
rected by kee]>!ng them out of the village. The 
fleas were a vastly ^rreater terror to the la flies than 
the alligators, of which there were a great many in 
the creek. Its quiet waters, not often disturbed 
by steanun's, atlbr<led them a jieaceful retreat. 
Owen and (Adonel Bbe}jard had brought (heir guns 
with I hem, and liad tired at some i>f tlie larger 
ones seen on the shore; f>ut the saurians might 
have lautrhed at llicui, if they were given tf> ex- 
pressing themselves in that maimer. Cornwood 
smiled every time one of them tired. 

AVe ran up tluC'North Prong'"’ of the river a 
few miles. Fmlcr the sluulc of some spreathng 
oaks we stopped for the hiiu'h which our host had 
provided. It liad been olilained at tlie hotels, and 
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jifter our siiil wc ^vcro in ooiiflition to enjoy it. 
'^riio uilipitors weri^ l:irgor iiiid mart! pleiilil’iil, jmkI 
wliile lh« (iiizollti \xtii3 ni rest llicy were more dis¬ 
posed to fallow themselves on the sandy liesuh 
aliove us, Owen and the CtdoucI hiTsd at tliem 
several times; hut they seemed to take no uotiee 
of the shtds, ami the pilot liiighed as usual. 

"You haven’t graduated as alligator sportsmen 
yet,’’ said Corn wood when they had wastetl a lar^re 
quantity of pow<ler and halh " You might as w^‘!l 
tire at an iromehnU its at the hat'k and sides of an 


alli^rator as larire as those are.’’ 

Owen handed him his gun, wliieh was one of 
the most exi>eusivc pieees, intended for deer and 
other large game. The pilot loafled it himself, 
and said he should try f<jr the largest reptile in the 
group on the heach. lie tired. The alligator 
gave a. spring, and hegiin to tloiuider in the sand, 
while his eompanions deserted him, taking to the 
water. In another luonient he was dead. 

"What do you aim at, Mr. (’oriiwoody" asked 
Owen, with admiration at the skill t>r the Floridian. 

" It depends on einaunstanees," inqdied the pih>t. 
"If the alligator is in smh a position that I ean 
take him in the eye, as that one was, and send the 
hall diai^oiiaily thronirh his head, 1 lire at the 
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cvo. Jf lio lies 80 tlisd I ean j>iit 1lie hall in Iteliind 
liirt forwunl flipper, :n\d li:ive it puss forufiril, i 
tuke him there, Sornetitnes Ik; is in such ;i posi- 
fion that you eun^t liit him in eitlier ol' these 
plaees, and it is no more use to lire at him than it 
is 1o slit>ot into the water. 

Von inudc an ciul of tliat fellow, at any rate,” 
addeil Colonel Shepanl. I fliink wc hud 1 letter 
nm over and take a look at him,” 

1'hc i)ilot ran the })oat near cnou^^h to tlie heaeh 
so that we could jump ashore. 1 took a niea.sure 
w ilh me, and the iiHigator proved t<^ he feii feet 
and four iuelies lonir* Owen considered liimsclt a 

4 .. .4 

IP 

goo<l sliot, and lie was somewhat mortiiicd at his 
ilCsuecess in sliootin<j* the sanriam V'e I'Ein fir- 
ther ii|) the creek till we seiw another grouf) of 
tljcm on the sand. The steam was shut off as soon 


as they came in siirht around a hend. The hcj^at 

<«’ \ y 

went ahead a considerable distance after the sc rew 


stopyied. On tins beach were a number of parallel 
crooked linc.s, where the alligators hacl crawled on 
the samb One of the rcjdiles raised his hea<tj and 
seemed to lie in doubt whether or not he should 
lake to the ’water at the ajiproach of tlie steamer. 

Owen raisc<l his piece and fired. All but one 
of the alligators scurried into the wsitcr, and dis- 

4 |_i- 
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ii|)|K‘nrt‘d. Oinr roiiirMiicid on llie Ikxk-Ii 
I'iio (liiKollo stjirlocl, jiutl t)n ronrhinu: llio slioo^ 
Avo t'onml the roptilo \\i\s as dead as lie eould he. 
lie was larger than the other, his length firing 
eleven h'ot and two inelies. My eoiisin waiiletl to 
take him baek to the Springs, and we hauled him 
on the lorei^astlo of the little steamer, t oruwood 
gave the Englishman ahmidant praise for what he 
had done. After three attemids farther up tlio 
aStreanij C'oloncl Slieiuu’d slmt one .seven feet long* 
d'his was considered enough for one dav, and ue 
started on the return* At: six wc jmt our party 
on hoard of the Sylvania, with inatiy thanks to ^Ir. 
Ciarhrook for the pleasure of the exeursion. 

We had no further husiness in Clreen (kwo 
Springs ; Imt Owen insisted that we must reetpro- 
eate the hosjjilality of the (iarhrooka, and I was 
askei! to plan an exenrsion for tiie next <lay. 
The n\! was sm locality above daeksonville to which 
our friends had not been \ and I proposed to break’ 
fast the (iazelhfs people cin hoai'il, and starting at 
six in the morning make a trip to Fort (leorge 
Island, wliere the thtrbrooka had never been, or 
even ludow J:u ks{)]iville on tlie river* The ]>hm 
Avas reeeive<l Avith aeelamation, and I hastened I on 
board of the Gazulle to present the in\dtatioii of 
Owen* 
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i)w ]):u1y Aven* till iip :it live the next nioriiiii^, 
tur tliey (\\d not omit the swiiinniii^-bjilli n siuiilo 
<l:iy wliile they ^vere ut llic Si>imigs; Miid they re¬ 
turned in sensoti tor the Hylvnnia, whieh fisid 
hijtiled ii[) to the pier tt? is^tnrt on llio exeiir^^ion iit 
the Mpiiointed hour. Wiishlnim had tilled the 
hunker.s of the yteaincr witli light wood, whieli is 
plenty and ehcaji on the St* dolin.s, and made 
steam very rajndly. I told Closes lirieklaml to 
make the hest time he eould witli i^ilety, and at the 
hrtadiiai^t-hour I found 0 ^^eie makiiij^ 1 e 
knots* 

Our guests were delighted witli the steamer* 
In the forenoon, as wc had a strong sontiierly 
hreeze* I put on all salk as iiiueii to sliow the 
Garbrooks how it was done, as for any other 
reason. This operation showed off onr sailors, 
and pleased all the ]>arty. At eleven we reaehed 
our destination ; and after lunch the party landed, 
and silent tliree lioni's in visiting the various loeaU 
ities on the island* At tliree we sailed again, and 
reached our destination ut eight. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 


ON no All!) OF tiff: wettimpka. 


T he Gtirhrooks wf:rc plpsisimt peo¬ 

ple. Alins (isidjrook, it bout being l>ietly, 
Tviis u very sensible girU mid our young liuilcn 
liked her very iniieh. The time bad apparently 
eoiiie to part when we aneliored at llie Springs. 
The vounir ladies would not eoiisulei- it \ and tlien 

n- ■ • 

eanie an invitiitioii for our ]airty to visit Air. (Jar- 
brook’s orange plantation on Five-Alile (h‘eek. It 
was aeeepted ; and Iho next day Coi nwood piloted 
us Up that streinn as far as the depth ut water 
wtaikl permitj and fbe GaKelle took tbeiii llie rest 
of llie way. It was a delightful Iiouse, with a 
beautiful garden, and ten aeres ot oraiige-lrees, all 
ill full blossom, as fragrant as the boudoir ot‘ a 
belie. 

\Vc dined on wliat our host ealled Florida fare, 
consisting inaiuly of a roastc<l bam anti sjiring 
chit kens, with oranges, cooked and uncooked, in 
every roncciv'able fonm Wc enjoyed tlie repast 
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runl tiu" h<>s|MtnHty uT llir plniiliition, mid ro^rotfcd 
fh:d \v*r rnuld iitd rt'inaiii ns; Innir ns our frioiids 
<losirriL 'Thni l!if^ ol' stud 

nu'niii iht' y^nniu^ indites jirotast(^d» Miss Xcllic 
riitisl u illi tliein. (hveii at (incc invitc<l the 

iiiiiiily lo tj-o with us up llie rivui% A loii^ dis- 
<’Ussitiii iollovvtHi; aii<I tlio Ciarliruuks <Iecidt:d to 
g‘i) if we uruiM wait till the next nioriiiu;L]j. This 
was a^‘i“i‘<^(l tu; and 1 sent wiyrd to the mate ot 
the SvlvaiMJi of ihe chmiu^e in tlie I in jo of sailing* 
1'lie laflies reiiiaiiual at tlie lionso ovoni^it, and 
ttie ifcnlleinen retLirncd lu the steamer in tlie 
(daze lie. 

At lialf past six t?ie little steaniev hroiiirht tlie 
ladies and tlio hafjf^aiie of tlie (hirhrooks on iioard, 
AVe i^ot nndin* way iimncsdiatelv, and in less than 
half an liour wo worn standtn<j^ up tlie St. Johns. 
I'liis addition (o the iininhcr of om^ passeniiers 
made ' a new deal of the state-rooms and l^cilhs 
in the eabiiu I was asked to assiirn tiiein as I 

4. . 

thought jiroper, and Owen (o]<l me not to consider 
liiiiu for he would ^‘o into tlie foi vvard cahin if 
necessary. Colonoi Shepard and Iiis wife lYdained 
one (d" the lar^c state-roonis^ and die otljer was 
assiiriied to Mr. (Jarfjrook and his wife. 71ie 

s 

<jtlier two statc-vooius wore of good size, and had 
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a thm' :md a half ftad wide in can ln OntJ 

of lho?^e was srivoii to Miss (hirhixajk^ and Miss 

H. 

Kdilli and Miss MarLOO voluiilooiX'd to ota upv tho 
olhor, daL-laniig that it was largt: tniongh foL' 

hiAh of ihi^m. Mr. Tillany, (hts ^Shoiiard, aii<i 
Owoii Iiad i'aoh a hcrtli, without distnvluiug (’hlotn 
This aiTangcniont was satisliK-toiy to all tho jias- 


sonufors. 

h 

The steamer ^v'ont along at lier usual si>eed of 
ton intlos an liour. After hreakfast, Owini and 
the young ladies took [itjssossioii of tlie pilot-lanise, 
and the rest of the l>arty were seated uiidiM' tlio 
awning on the foreeaslle. Tliese plaers afforded n 
view of both sides of the riverj and of the ktng 


jn'ospeet ahead, 

"Toeoi,” said the pilot, pointing to the left, 
'^This is tiic place where jiassengers are landed 
who go to St. Augustine. A railroaii^ lilhaai 
miles in length, takes travellers the rest of the 
wayd^ 


M o could see uothiuif hut a few sheds, and 
Toeoi itself was no ctuiseciueneo. The river 
was just about what we had seen all the way up 
from JaeksoMville. At ten o’clock wo ran up to 
the wharf at i^ilatka* This is a tluiv ing town of 
from liftcen liundrod to two thousand inliahitants, 
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m'y 


iitnl, liko V t^lhcr phu'O iui tlic rivrr, is n n s<iT‘t 

for iiiiV3ili<ls the Xoi IIk Alter (liniier I he 

jKirlv IrMuh'd :iinl explored the town, whieli is not 

vi‘rv dill ere] it IVoni niiy other k''lori<i:i towns vve 
+ 

luni si'i^n. It lisid )>leasiiiit Ikjiisos, suri-onnde<l 
with i^.irdeiis* 

1 direefed Wash!it!ni to nmhor the Sylvanisi at 
80 ]lie lii^tnnee IVoiii the wharf in the river, partly 
lo kee}> out of the way of steamers arriving, and 
Iiaifly to make -sure that Ciriflin Leeds di<l not get 
on lioard of her. 1 had seen nothing of him, 
tliough 1 faneied lie was in Green Cove Springs 
while we were fliere. 


The next day was Sunday; all our passengers, 
and stsnie of flic ship's company, went to ihurch. 
On iMonday morning wc sidled for U elaka, twenty- 
five miles farfher ui> the river. Jt is ojiposite the 
luoulh of the Ocklawalia Kivcr. The St. Johns 
was <11 dy one-third of a mile wide at tins poinC 
and luH^’an to look more like a strc^am and less like 
a lake. (Vdoiiel Shepard liad ehartei‘e<l a small 
slejiiner for our trip nji the Oi'klawjiha and flie 
iip|H4“ 8t. Johns. On Ssiturday afternoon, ^^hlsh- 
hurii, with lien Iknvman and Dyer Perkins, laid 
staited for Jacksonville to bring the Welumpka, 
for that was tlie najue of the craft, tif) lo this point* 
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Sliti was a nearly new vessel, which the owiu^rs 
had built lor nn extra hont, Imt ihe sciircity of 
eupneei's had [jrevented them iVoin her <*11 

the loule at that liiite, tliouirli they liad a eoiqde 
im their way tVoiii a northern city. Steatnlanit 
Inisiness was excccdiiiitly brisk at this time of the 
year on tlie ui)i>er rivers, and the owners ot the 
line had several boats runniiiir on tlieiii. Tlic 
Cohmel had obtained tlie U ctiiiniika only by a^nee- 
in*f to run iier hiiuseU', and by payinir a larire i>nce 
tor her, (juite as much as she (a>uid have made 
att(‘r iiayiii^ her ex[)enses, it slie had gone on the 
line. 

I ^vas a little uneasy when 1 toimd she was not: 
at \^"elak;l. Slie did not <lraw over two feet tjf 
water wljen md loadetl, and 1 was t'onlldeiit she 
eould come Ihrouj^li with Wasblnirn at the wlieeL 
I had left it to the mate (>f the Jsylvania to start 
with his ehari^e at whatever time best suited liini. 
15i)th AIosos Hrifklimd iuid lien llowmun hud bcfiii 
oilofed d(iul)le llie wsigis 1 paid them wlicii we 
arrived at Jai kfjoitville. imd had refused tiio olfer. 
1 could lliiiik of jiotliiiig hut tlm want of nil engi¬ 
neer tlint would jireveiit \V;iijhhiirn from coming 
tlirough on time. 

Wliiic 1 wiib thiukiiig about it, and worrying a 
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1 lii'i'trcl sonic one on sav slic 
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cotniiiiT; and 1 I'cll MsliaiuiMl of invs<’lf for diudit- 
■' ’ ^ 

hiir, even for a iiionieiil, liu' loyatly <tf iJen Iknr- 
iimiL 1 IciV my room and vvcnl afl. I saw one 
ol Uiose pceiiliai' Ktorida boals t^oiiiing around Uie 
Inmd iH'hiw ns. 1 sent for my s|iy-gla.ss, itnd s<KJti 
inadi' out the name fif the U’ctuinpka on llie pilot¬ 
house, In kvn minutes more she came alongside 
tiic Sylvania. 

1 had not .seen the ei'aft T was to command 
ladoiv, and I had no little curiosity to look her 
over. Waslihurn leeeived me when T went on 
hoardH, au<l we shook hands, for we liad Iteeii sepa- 
Dilcd for ncarlv two davs» a longer time tliau for 
months before. 

\Vliat makes von so late? I was afrai<l some- 

4 ■ 

tiling had liappened to you/’ f liey^im 

"'Arc we not on time?” asked the mate. ''We 
were to lie here on Monday forenoon \ and it is 
only eleven oVkuk/' 

" I (liouLdit vou were to bo here in the nmrning.” 
'' '\\'e eoidd not he here very early in tla; morn¬ 
ing witliout running on SundajS or incuiTing tlio 
ri.sk of running aground in tlie dark/' reidied 
Waslihurn with a yawn. The moon did not rise 
till one this inorningH ^Ve slei>t on l)oaid last 
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night, aii<l U!ft rhu'ksonv lilt! :it o\n\ ^Vc hsivc^ kf‘pt 
lior going very lively sill the time.” 

”AI1 liirhl; 1 am enlirelv .ssitirtlietl. WhEit .sf>rl. 
ofn eriift is she?” 1 eoiitimied, 

*' She is not sut h ii eriif't sis tlie Svlv:nii:i, I ml slie 
is all ritflit for a lis'er ivoat. She lias made very 
good time,” replied Whishhurn, as lie Heat(!fl liini- 
self on the forward deek. 


Ho looked tired, and giipe<l several limes as he 
was lalkiiiij: to mo, lie looked as lliotigli lie had 

lI? CT 

ha<l a hanl time of it. 


"1 hope you are m)t si(‘k, Waslihurn,” I stihl, 
in oonnniserating tones. 

” Not at all. 1 slept alK^ut four liouis last night, 
and have been at the wiieel of the boat ten hours 
on a.s1rcteh. That’.s all tiiat ails mo; and I shall 
be as good sis now when 1 hsive h;id a nsi]),” 

■'Have von liad sinvtliing to eat to-dsiv?” I 
asked, thinking tlie crew of the ^Velumpka ha<l 
boon on duty so tint they had not li:id time to get 


anv inejils. 

Plenty to oat. 1 Isiid in a sfoek of cold Irini, 
chickens, and coffee for the trip.” 

You and those wlio ('amc up w itii you laid 
better go on bo:ird of tiie Sylvania and ftnai in, 
wliile the rest of m trsinsfcr tlie baggsige and stuics 


to Ihis boat,” I added. 



2 TO 
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1 iTiicl iiskcO liiin to tnk<* rh:tr^n of 

llu'; riiLTino of tlic nwr lic):it, sinO smit the tliivo 
lunuls from lier lo their hunks. The euriositv of 
Ihe prisseiigers imd eiwv of the Sylvuiiin wus 
to iny own. The party froin the eahiii nishefl on 
hoard of live \\'etnnijika as soon as tlu\v fiiinnl she 
was alon<rsi<le, and vve all went into an evaniinathin 
of lier. She was a "twin boat: ” tlial is, slie h?ai 
Iwo liulU, like a eataiiiaran*” They were tlat- 
hottonied, so as to draw luit little water. On 
these two hulls ivere laid a plalfonn, whieh eame 
to a pt)inl. at the luw, and projeeted some <lislanc e 
forward of the stems of the two boats. On the 
main deek, no (me would suspect that she was 
composed of two lionts. 

The paddle-wheel was lietwcen the two Imlls, 
and near the stern ot‘ the i raft, dlie enirine was 

h ' 

on deck, and the n]>per pari of tlie paddle-wlnad 
wa.s boxed up above the main deck. She liad a 
broad ojienin^ on each side of her knier deek, 
tlirouirli which she could receive lier ivood and 
tVeipfht. Forvvai'd of tliese floors were tlie rpiariel’s 
for the crew on one side, and the kitchen and ice¬ 
house on the other. 

Above the main deck was the saloon deck, with 
tlie pilof-liouse at the forward end of it. In front 
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of this W'li^ ii pl:itform on wlui'li, tlio 
oonkl stt, the looking (uit over fheir he:i(lri. 

ill the saloon were eiglit sta(e-ro<niis on a side, 
which were sniali, liut very eoinfortubiy fit led tip. 
At the stern was a pantry atid a i if tie snioking- 
rooiiT. The saloon was neatlv fiirnislu^d. and I 
thought onr passengers eoukl he very con do liable 
on board ot^ the Wetuini>ka for a conplc of weeks. 
'J'he steward and his force were busy getting ready 
for dinner 5 but I set the deck-hands to moving 
the baggage of flie passengers at once, 

Afler dinner the .stores were removed on !i<^:u'd 
of tlie rivxH' steamer, and bv tw(j in the afternoon 

■■ 4^ 

ve ^vere rca<ly to start up the Oeklawaha, width 
was to l>e the first of the two trips, ^\"e towed 
the KSylvania out into deep water, amliored litn-, 
and left her in cUargo of Beii Ikjwnian and Dver 
Perkins, for one engineer and one fireman were 
sufficient for the trip, Porn wood l<)t>k the wheel, 
and we ran into the Oeklawaha, In a few hours 
WG nerc In the woods, the trees of which were 
loaded wilh trailing moss, which, however, was no 
new tiling to ns, as we had seen it in Sav^amiah, 
ami all the wav np the Si. Jfjlms. In |jlaces tlie 
shores were submerged, but the channel t>f tlie 
river was clearly detined liy the shrubs and masses 
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of vinos, ninny of Ihtnn covrrod witli 
Vnnriotis (olors. *'llie wntor wns vory 
nol n l>n>nlli ofnir l Ulllod its sni fnt'o. 


flowoi's of 
(‘i(?ni% iind 
lOvcn'vtliiiii; 

t ' r 


nJiovo il \v!is refliX'tcjcl as in a iiiiri'nr, aial t!io 
voiniij: hnlics wore; in oosln^ios at I lie Ja'anlv of Ihn 
iou'st, tlie vinos, nncl the water, 

(Vonstonailv llie river widened out into a l>ro3id 
pool, with ssuidy shores, lii one of tliese we on- 
(‘outif ered a raft of ]mnl>er, on its way to dat kson- 
ville. 'lire men on it were wirv, hateljet”fa('0<l 


foliowB, iiood^nalured :ind ensv-u^oin*r, Jtist heffU'C 

-I 1 

sunset we esnne to Silver S]niuir Hini, into whi^li 
the pilot turned the boat. If the water liad heeii 
elear beftu’tij it \V!us perfeetly tiMUsjjarent in this 
nil], or sfreaui ilowin*^ from llie spring. We ouidd 
see the tisli in tlie water, si,Nty feet down. After 
dark we moored to a ivliarf for the ni^ht* 
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CHAPTER XXViL 

CP TiiC OCKLAWAHA to lake CKIFFIX. 

rpPE spring i]i we were moored was a 

JL j 3 (>ii<l covering several aca'cs, from winch the 
run, nine miles in length, coiiveys waters jo the 
Ochhiwaha. It was so dark when ^ve made iast 
the niglit before, tliat we <‘ouId not teil exaetly 
ill wliat sort of a place we wen-e. 

^"^Tlds spring is said to be the FcunlEdn of 
Youth, which Jhiucc de Leon looked afler," said 
CoTEiwood, as oMi- passengers gathered on deck in 
front of the })ilot-houso, after l^reakfast. "( Jut in 
the middle of this pool, the waiter is eighty feet 
deep.” 

never so largo a volume of clear waler; 
and it is a great }>ity lhal Ihmec de Leon di<l]rt 
tind it, though it prolhibly W'ould not have imide 
the old gent lennm imy younger,” added Colonel 
Shepard. " What sort of a lish is it I see in this 
pond, with a long nose?” 

Tljat is the gar-lisli; but it of no account. 

18 
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He is more like an alliirntor than a eoniinnn fish, 
'^riun'e is ati allijj^alor-sjfai' at Ihe Soulh, lint our 
best lish iini nol to lie I'omid to any ^reat (':xtent in 
these waters, whieh are stirred up every day by 
steattun's and rafts* In the ui))>er waters of the 
St. dohns you will find tlie best, lisli aiul pime, 
tliontjh tliere is plenty of both up this .stream.” 

The ]>art\ landed, and found on shore a village 
in the midst of the forest, with stores and a hoteb 
in the vieinitv were eotton and supir jdantatitms, 
with many Northern sett lei's enj^a^ed in ovanpfo- 
irrowinsf and raisinir earU''vci^etables for the ^lOr^h- 
eni inarhets* At the landing, crates of green peas 
and encnnibei's wen; r<'ady for the steainer, which 
ill less than twenty-four liours I'ould land them in 
Jacksonville. Ibit we were not much interested 
ill eXtimininir the eoiimiercial fcatiires ot the jihice, 
and after we had looked over a fe^v orange-groves 
and tields of bananas, we returned on lioard. A 
steamer had just arrived from below, and it was a 
busy scene !it the landing, 

"That steamer nmst have eonie up In the night,” 
said Mi\ Tilfany, as we went on hoard of the 
W etumiika*'* 

"(), yes; steamers run in the iiiglit up the 
Ocklawiilia*” replied Corn wood. 
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But they cau sco iintliiu^. cveu in a iiKioiili^lit 
nj<rht, under the trees tluiL shade llie stream in s{* 

kj b. 

many jdates/' added the Kn^Ush gentleman. 

*'()n tlie forward i>Mil ef liie hoat they liavai tires 
of liufht wood, wliieh ilimninale their course idr 
some distance ahead* TJiey don't all ^el u[) lierc 
so ease as we di<l, for thev arc ircnerally heavily 
loaded aiul draw a foot more water, ivhitdi makes 
a dilFerence in the navioration* Duriiiij a eonsidcr” 
aide portion of the year, Silver Stirini^s is the liead 
of navii^ation on this river; but freii^liL is broimlit 
down from Leesburg' in barges, n'hieh Yankees 
Cidl seowst” 


" l>ut how do tliey move the scows 
" With selling-poles, assisted by tiic current of 
the riveia This place is only live mites from 
Ocala, to which a railroad has been laid out, 


thougii it may be years lieforo it is built/' replied 

Coniwood, " We are in the yerv heart td' Florida 

now* It is not more than Ibirly-tive miles to 

Gainesyille, to whitdi a Ktaire runs from Ocala 

three limes a week ; and lliat pha^e is on the mil- 

road to Cedar Kevs* Wo are fortv-tive miles 

■ 1 * 

from the Gulf of ^^e^ico, and si^:ty from the 
Atlantic* It is thirty miles in a straiirhl line to 
the Ht. Johns Liver, at the s<ndherii point of Lake 
George*” 



DOWN SOI TH ; OHj 



Stouni w:is up on the Wcf.iinipksL^ Jitid we rjLst 
olV tile IVoiii the linidiiiiT-lJiur. Ail the Jiurly 
were on the inniii tletk, looking d<)wn into llie 
(loop, < le;ir wsiter. disc y^suog Isidics streamed 
forth their delight at 1lic ictleeled (jhjeeks in the 
water, and :it the tisli on the h(vtt(viii, eighty feet 
down, AVo entered tlie nin, and in atiolhcr hour 
wc were fetennning the gentle tide of the Ockla- 
walia a^^idn, 'fhe J^lreain was somcwluit narrower 

■i 

Ilian below the ,s]’)r[ng, from which it receives a 
lai'ixe volmiie of water* 

"" forward, tliere ! ” shouted (k>rnW{K)d from the 
pilot-iiouso* 

On deckj sir!” returned Buck Linglcy, who 
was on duty there* 

" Stand by with the pole,” 

]juek seized a jmic, of wiiich iliere were several 
on the forecastle ; hut he had no idesi wluit he was 
to do with it, for ho W'as a Sidt-water saihir, (’ob- 
bington w,is sitting on tlic deck, and saw that the 
dt ck-liaiid was jmzzled by tise sitnalton, and took 
anoiher pole to assist and sliow the ol<I salt what 
to do. At about tins time we were drivtm from* 
our j josilion forward tjf the saloon by I he over- 
han^'‘inir bram'hes of the trees and the trailing 
viiics. Corn wood had struck tlio bell, and the 
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pinldle-wheel stopi)€d. Viut the steamer went 
ahead until the bow sfriiek llie laink of the streatn. 
Ovei'head llio trees iiielj and formed an areh abnvcj 
ns, and llic long vines were eaiiglit in various parts 
of' the boat. 

It seemed to me liiat we were in a bad seivipe, 
and 1 looked to the [niot to ascertain if he consid¬ 
ered the sitindioji a diflieult one. lie did not si^em 
to me to be at all <lislurhed^ and 1 tfanif^ht it was 
not worth while to make any outcry* 1 went 
down on the main-de<-k, I found the water was 
very shallow in the nnildle of the river, and C'orn- 
wood had taken the side where the greatest dt'plli 
Mas to 1)0 had, Ihouirli we Mere thereby na>ie 
snarled up in the Ijranclies of the trees than we 
should have been if we had hui^^fcd llie other side 
of the streanu 

At tills [loiiit the river made a sliarp turn, in¬ 
clining to an aento an^le ; and the current flowed 
by the loiwest May around the heiid. t\)l>bInirton 
si ruck his pike^pole into a tree on the shore, and 
Ihiek folloM ed his exainjde. They .‘jhoved the 
head of the i>oat off, s{i that she pointed u}> the 
stream, Mhile an occasional turn of the wheel ivas 
iriven to .seinl her ahead. The vines and hram hes 
snapped an<l tnanged as they broke or slipped 
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from llio pnris of llio bosit wlioro Iht^y n'orfs c^jui'rlit. 
Tir M low iini]ut<'s wo wt^rc olcvir of (lit; obsiriit-- 
lions, t hour'll wo liad to work Mie Ik ml iiroimd llin 
Ik’IhLs, ;ou 1 thronjL^li inasstss of Iito.s in liiin wji}% at 
kmsl Iwoiity limoji in tho (;oiir^e of tho fmoiKion, 

Jlie rivov w'lis full of alliiralor.s, und oiir sI)^>^ts- 
iiK ‘11 anuLsed thonij^olvos by living at them, l)ut willi 
no groat sueoesri, foi’ live wabliliiig of tlio lioat 
jnterferod with their aim. AlKmt one ok look we 
eaiiie to a landing”}ilace, wlicro a few logs had been 
laid and tio<l into the sand to foi'in a soit of wliarf. 
On the bank was a sliaiitv, and ivc conoliKled to 
sloj) for a wlnlo ami have a mu on .shoi’e, as the 
grcjuml seemed to he higli enough to give ua 
standing ixanii, Dinnei' ’ivas ready, and as soon as 
wo liad dis|)osed of it we went on the wliarf. 

MV walked through the woods a short distanee, 
and fhon came to an orange-grove, with fields of 
corn six inehes high, and sugai'^'ane of the same 
height. Across those fields we could see a house, 
blit we did not care to visit it. The woods wore 
full of tkiwers, and the ladies gathered bou(|iiets 
to adorn flie cabin. I was a.^sLsIing ^Miss ^lariiie 
in this pleasant occupation, when I siuldenly heav'd 
a v'aitling sovnvd just ahead of me. 

The young lady was between vvic and tlie spot 
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from wliidi the sound caiiio. Xonr hm' was ("hlocs 
forw{‘ did not tlnnk it was iiorossary ttM’Oiiliivo her 
to the hoals in these wilds of the interior* ] did 
not l>etieve that (iritlin Leeds had followed us far- 


Iher than Pilaika. Iliouiih 1 had neithc'r seen nor 

ii 

heard from Id in since we left him tied to tlie fail¬ 
ing of the })ier at Orange Park* 

" liun invav from there, iXIiss Maririe! This 

k I 

way P'sereanied Cliloe, with energy* "Come to 
met miss}'! ” 

Tliouirli I had no idea wdiat the matter was, 
I roneluded to retreat in the same direct ion, 
Tlie scream of the stewardess hroiiglit u]) the 
rest of tlie party^ who demanded the cause of the 


onter\^ 

f- 

"That was a rattlesnake in there exelainiei:! 
Chloe, " I know Ids music well enough." 

"I should like to see him," said Owen, who had 
lirouirlit his frnn with him for the chaiiee of any 
game he might see* 

I picketl up a stick, and went with him. As wo 
apjjroaelied the spot where we had been before^ 
tlie rattliiiir was renewed* 

m. • 

" Jmok out, Mi\ Owen ! That snake will jump 


six feet, and bite as 


us a tlasli," screamed 


Chloe, 



DOW N *snin II ; or?. 


Ti- 'ri 


TIu'rv IIoi) Tossford, when 

w ithin twcnily fril o\' Ihc" rc‘]jlili\ 

lit' wn^:? toilrtl tip in n heiip, tintl Innktid like a 
rtnv kn'gt! siuiki\ lie was .sli:tk]ii£r nil nvt'r, ^tp- 
[Kiirntly vvilli juiircr a! iKMiig dislnrlxjd l>y our 
ji[>|>i'osK‘l^; and it wus tills moti{>ii that shook the 
rattIt'S hi Ills lulL Wliilc wo were hxikintj; at him 
ho iua<k‘ a leap wliloh brought hi in within Iwohc 
or fourtctni toot of us* :tiul a^hn coiled liiinsclf up 


for another sprinpr. Owen aiine<l his gun, and 
tired iolo the centre of the coiL rattlesnake 

wdtirled and w‘riir”’led for a nionicnl, and then lav 
stilL We eon Id see that his Iiead had heeri torn 


all to [heecs hy tiie sliot, and he was as dead as it 
was possible for a snake to lie, c straightened 
Inni out, a ml found lliat lie was six fet't long. 

■o 

When })Osilively assnrtal that lie was dead, the 
ladies {'Mine n[> and exannned him. But ho was 
not a pleasant siglit to look upon, and a glanee or 
two satisiied tlienr. d'liev wanted no more llowds, 

K' ■* 

and insisted npon going on Ixaird at once. 

As Vve started tor the iioat, we met a gentleman 
coming down tlic path from the house to the 
landing. He ])nwed to l>c the owner of the j>lan- 
tation, who tiad c<Jine down to see what si earner 
was at the wdiarf. He invited us to his house, and 
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would be deligbled lf> havn tis slay a wooU ; bot 
we felt obliged to decline the invilation with rniiiiy 
thanks» 

I sliould iHjt dare to stay here evtai a tlav,” 
said Miss ^Margie* 

U liy iu>t,ainss?” asked the gentleman, who 
was a native of 85oLitb Cai’oiiruu 

"-Mr. (biinjiigliam lias just killed a monstrous 
rattlesnake ; and 1 should be afraid of niy life to 
stay wliere they are,” rejilied the Engiish maiden, 
" M'e don't tniii<i theui at ally’ rejtlied the geii- 
tlenian, laughing, "1 hsive lived ten years, 
and not tnie of onr ])eo]ile h:is over been bitten by 
a rattlcsnEike, In fact, I hardly ever heard f>f 
siu'h a thing as aiiv one being bitten liv a rattle- 
snake, Tliere arc tln'ee times as many deaths 

N 

frtaii suicide in the Sonili, as from llie bites of 
moccasins and ratllesnakes jiut together. You get 
used to them in a little while, and doift miml any¬ 
thing more ahont them tliaii yon do the mocking 
birds that sing dav^ and niglit.” 

"1 don’t like tlicm at idL” added IMiss ^fargio. 

" I can’t say that 1 lilgc them,” continued the 
gentleinan, "I make a business of killing Ihein 
w'hcn I come across them. 1 have no doubt the 
snake you killed was the oue that came into niy 
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i>nw\ SOUTH ; ou, 

lious(‘ o1li<‘r iliy. W'o Ii:h1 :i liifr hunt fijr fiihi, 

hjkI f fiiii:l liini; Mini I ;u)i 

ohliirod to the ^^onlloiiiiin that sliot tiim, Xi vy 

*• 

likely wc sli;iU iu)t fioc iiiioflicr (Hu: lb)' n yerir.” 

'I'lio jroniIonian iviilkoil with tis to llio kmiiinir, 
and waited tliere till the Wetuiii|)kn ivas (nd of 
sight. At fi^'c oVloirk in the afternoon we entDred 
I^ake (hiffin, whidi T judged to lie atioiit ten 
miles lougi and moored at Leeshurg in season for 
supj)er. This place is the eonnty-lowu of Sumter 
Cotinf Vt and the head of navigsdion liy the Oekla- 
waha. One end of tlie town was on T.ake I lawkins, 
and thei'c were a. doi:en lakes within a few miles 
of it. found notliing very dillerent from v hat 
wc liad seen. Onr sportsmen brought in large 
(juanlitics of small gamCj upon wliitdi wo feasted, 
and we sailed about the lake, exchanging hospi¬ 
talities with the people who treated us like old 
friends. 
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CHAPTER XXVITL 

AN EXTEDITIOX TO INDIAN JJIVER. 

A fter sji lendhiij three thiys iit Lees^btir^^ we 

etEirted on Fridav noon, Mareh d*" ^ I lied 
i 1 . ]ii iny diary, which I kei>t in jilat'e of the log¬ 
book of the iSylviiiiiii, on our trip down tlie river- 
Ju order to ^et llie fullest idea of tr:iveiliii^ on 
the OcklawEiliEi, Colihiiiirloii riirgcd out die hlu^et 
iron iiaiis, with whit^h the boat was provided for 
burning li^lit wood, and oilier (‘oiiiliustiblcs llait 
would ^ivc a brijirlit bhi/e, jiiid I lie run was <011- 
linucd till inidniirht. fhc ctreet wsis eAcee<iiiikdv 
picturcsr|uo i aiul the la<Iies, w rapjied in lhtur 
sLeivyIs mid water-i>roofs, were deli^dited with 'the 
view of the forest, llluiniiiated bv the bri<d;t tires. 
The trees, the trait in" moss, aiul the openinirs in 
the woods assumed w^einl shsijie.s, and tlie alliira^ 
tors w*erc as friskv as tliou"b they were attending 
a ^^‘and l iall. 

At ini<Ini^dit, the la<lies be^an to yawn, and b:id 
evidently seen eiiou"li of tlie tl:izzlin" s})eclaele ; 
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iiiiil Iln‘ w;is 1o ii Ircc for Uifi ro^t of 

lln^ nielli. At wt^ \\Tre iiiovini^ niTTtn, 

wud ill tlu‘ loitldlo of llio f^jn-iuion wc roudicd the 
Tiioiitli of tho river, iuul rsni filon^widc of the Svl- 
vnoia* Wo found our sliip-koo]>cr8 in good con¬ 
dition : hill both cjf tliom wanted to go witli im up 
tlie 81* Johns, and I had not tlui lieurt to refuse 
tliein, 1 hired a rclialile man to taUo dru'gc ol 

lljo Svh'ania, and on Momlay inoniJiig, at day- 

■ 

liiilil, we began the irip* 

I don't ibiidc we want to stoii at all these 

towns oil the river,;’said Owem wlio put in an 
a[>[>earaneo on dei‘k alK>ut six, with Colonel Shep¬ 
ard. '^We have seen enough of the little plaeeg, 
and I dare say there is nothing but a sJiop and a 

])ost-odiee at any ot llieiii. ’ 

''Jusi as you please,” I reidiod. c enii be 
at Ihe liea<l of navigation on this river to-night, it 
you say so* But we are jnst going into I.akc 
George^ and I think yon lia<l belter call the ladies, 
for I ani told the seenery is very fine*” 

But the ladies began to come out of their rf)oni 
before we had time to call them, Tlie lake was 
simply a widening of the river tor eighteen miles 
to a breadth of twelve miles. It W'as not very 
ditferent from the lower St* Johns, exeepit that it 
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vci\H sfiitltlcd Will I Islam 1?^* aiul was luico iis with I u 
On tiie largc'st of llic islands is an cxlcnsivi? or- 

As thorn were no ilifliriilttt's In Ihn 
navipUion of llic lake, Cornwood ('alh^<I Ihick 1o 
the wliecL and joined the party on tlie i>iiter dnrk . 
JIo pointod out tlio liorons^ curiew, cranes, [iAVo- 
qncts. and other Ixirds. Wlicn he said it was lino 
tishiiig^ in the lake, our spoi’tsnion had tlieir Iroll- 
jiiiT lines overhoard* Ten tine hlack hass were 
taken i and at "seven bells/’ a ]>(niion of tlieiii 
Avere on the Ineaktast table. all took onr 


Jiienls at the same lal)le on the Weluinpka, tiiougli 
not at the same tinun 

As Avc sat in front of the pilot-hcaisc, Corn\voo<l 
poiiitcd out all the objects of interestj and named 
the towns wa ]>assed* But nature Avas more to onr 
taste than aiiA' village, after we liad obtained an 
idea of the averaire town in Florida. We did not 
stoj) all day long, except to run into the stream 
that flows from IVlnc Spring, to n(>tc flic marvel- 
lou.s clearness of the AViiter. At four in the affer- 
noon we passed into Lake l^lonrtjc, Avhich is flic 
lu'ad of navillation* On it are located the three 
towns of Sanford, MeUoiiville, and Knteiqnise, at 
tlie last of wliiih we made a landing. This place 
1 had heard spoken of as the " ptiradisc of sports’* 
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intMi/' fmd flio lir:id(|U!irlcrs of all who dc.siro to 
huid and iisli iti thi,s ]>!irt of the 

For eUniviro. the paHsoni^er.^ vvenl on tvhom and 
.stoi>]H’d af the Ijrock House over iiiirht. CVjriD 
wood went with them, hut Ik; returiie<l al^out nine 
oVloek. I was reading Bonie letters 1 had o]>- 
tained iit tlie posFofKee; ])ut none canic from my 
lather, and I had Ijceoine quite anxious iibout him. 

" \Vliat do your }>assen^ci>i wish to do, ca]>- 
taiii?'’ asked Coiiiwood, as he jthned ns in the 
eahin. 

d'hey intend to hunt and tish a few days; and 
they want to iret at it to-inorniw morning,”! ro- 
plicah 

"There is not much ^aine aliout here, T am told. 
T have tidkcd with several of the old ^ifuides, and 
they say lliis part of llie tanuiltT has been hunted 
out,’' eontiiiued Coriiwood. 

" Where sliall w^e go, then?” 

" T tind lluwe luive been lieavv rains down south 
of us, and that tlie .streams are liigln We tan 
eertaiidy go as far as Lake Harney, and perhaps 
thirty or fortv^ iiiiies larther* Tliat woultl bring 
us lo a eoimtry wliere the sportsmen seldom go *, 
and there yon will find plenty of deer, wild titr- 
keys, and dueks, BtJt I want to slum’ you some 
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bettor fishing than you have seen m Floriflu, or in 
any other phiee/' 

'' U here whall that bo?” I aslve<l, nirioiisly* 

III the tsiilt water."’ 

"''in llie salt water! ^VI exilaiined. *'(’(‘rlaiiily 
you eaii't get to the salt water hi llic Wetuiiipka.’' 

We eanuot; Imt it we can get. seven or eight 
miles above Lake llariiev, as I think we t^an, we 
may cross the land to 1 itusvillc. on Indian River. 
There we t an find I amts, and <lo some (it the hig- 
g<‘st tishing you ever heard of, to say nothing of 
the shooting.” 

"'Ihiw far is it across tlic land?” I in<iuired. 

" Xot more than nine or ten miles.” 

” Wo can walk that dislant^e easy enough.” 

*'Thc ladies ean’t walk nine miles.” 

1 think we had better go on shtjre and consult 
Colonel Shoi>ard and Mr. (larningham,” I added; 
and we started lo do so. 

Our pas.sengers, even the ladies, were onthiisi- 
astie for the )>lam They all wanted to go across 
to the salt water. Reforc we went ou board we 
had engaged tour mules and two wagons, whii h 
were to Ise taken ou hoard of the steaiiier the next 
iiim ning. T laid every sort of tishing-tai kle in 
abundance, and liotli the colonel, and Owen liad 
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ooiiiploln ouliils of roJs nmi reels, with a vast 
viirioly of lines, liooks, siptids, sinkers-, gnl'ls, :ind 
Liiuliij^-iiets* EiU'h of tlieni IlkI two sjjorti]];^ 
j)i(H es, {iml all llie c(|ii(pnieuts of si lumler. 

Hefoi'c six ill the inoriiing, I lie mules jiiipesimil 
on the whsirf, dm wing llio whith were 

notliiiiijf hut hsiv-riinxiu^^sd^ 'fhev lia<l stakes and 
rails, so llisit sesits could he put on Ihetm Of 
<(nn'se the mules inside a row sihout tJU 

l>oar<l; hut Ihey went, for all that. We took in 
an ahnndanec of forsiire and irrsiin for theiin Wo 

K ' 

did not consider it lun ossary to tsd^e any drivers, 
who w’oiild onlv increase the loa<l for the ninlcs* 

v* 

At seven the passengers a[)j>eEired* The native 
giii<les and sporlsnicn xssiid wo weix^ gtnng otf on a 
"wild tuiose chase”; to which Cornwood replied 

t ■ 

(hilt lie shoiiUl eatch the goose ami hi'ing him hai k 
to Kilter)>iisc, I rather liked his pkiek, and de- 
teniiiiicd to do the best I could to make the cuter- 

prise a success. 

We were under way as soou as possihle, and 
ha<l uo ditliculW in getting to Lake Jh . ^ 
which the w\it(U‘was not more than three feet deep 
in many places. But that, and even less, was 
euouirh for us, for it giive one foot clear under the 
bterus of the twin boats. 
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" Xow ooinCiS th(^ iuir of Comvroocl, 

O ^ 

JUS wo cntercrl tlio river al)ovo the lake. 
water looks very hiirh to me, kut tlie iKiltcnu 

ri,- -0 ’ 

sliif'ts. Will A-on skitiori a f1ci‘k-li!iial on o;u‘h .si<le 
of (he boat to soinid, captain? ' 

I wenf down to the msiin deck, and jilacsnl Ikiek 

on one side, and IIo]} on Ike other. '1‘hey wxnx; 

]provided with poles, Tiuirke<l olF in feet* I had 
seen them used hv other Ijoat.s on the OckljLWahji, 
and so laid the dcck-haiuls* Tlio |ujles were ten 
feet long, Imt they iverc to report no <lei)tlis above 
ftnir feet; for if we had fonr feet, it made no dif¬ 
ference ho^v uuivli deeper the water wjis* 

" Xo bottom ! ” called both of them, for some 
time; then, "Fonrfeet/' 

" Tliree feet! ” shmited IIo]), ivlien \^'e had gone 
about two miles. 

(Vwnwood rang the speed bell, And the boat 
slowed down to five miles an hour* 

"Two feet and a halfcried Buck, the next 
moment. 

Tiie pilot rang the gong, for there ’^vas not more 
than six iaiches of water under the stern. Tlie 
Wctumpkii continued to go ahead. The pilot did 
not ring lo hack the paddle-wheel, Aiid I lie deck- 
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hnrulrt liolh reporlcd two foot nnd a half, several 
limes in succession, 

" A slreinn comes in there/* said Cornwood, 
poiiilin^ to tho moiilli of a creek on the loft bank ; 
" that run of water has made a shoal here," 

riii'ce feet!” called Flop; and the same call 
Avas repeated hv ; and tlic pilot rang to go 

aJiead at full speed. 

In a short time it was "No hottom ** again ; and 
we went alon^ very nicely for about live miles, 

HTJI 1,' I* 

He re wo had to slow down again, and then stop 
her. The deck-hands got down to two feet and a 
half. U hen Hop said two feet, Cornwood rang 
to back her. This was the dnift of the ]ioat aft. 
One of the llat-boats nhicii wore stowed a^vay aft, 
and which we had had no occasion to use l^efore, 
was put into die water, and \vith Tmck I went 
aheatl, with a ,sonnding-}>ole in my hand, I fob 
lowed the two feet dei>th for altont a rod, and 
then came to three feet, and soon after to " no 
bottom.** I shouted to the pilot the result of my 
examination of the stream, and Buck pnlled hack 
to the sleaiiier, AVe got on hoard and made fast 
the painter of the tlal-hoat, letting it tow astern, 
for vv’e might soon need it again. 

Cornwood ran liic Wotumpka. hack for some 
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distaiicr!, niul iln^n \roii1 iiln'sicl !it full slesim. If 
tlio hoiit sluck, lio irilcTttlod to force licr over llic 
^vliicli WMH not more tlisni a rod in hroadllE 
Sli(\ wont over without t^ven P(Ta[iin^ tlic wind* 
Jf she had been loaded with freight, slic eonid 
have gone no farther* After going a eonj>!o of 
mileH nnjre, the jiilot ran the hoai up to the siiore, 
wliieh was almost the only place we had seen for 
miles where the banks of the ri\er iverc not 


swamjjy, with the roots of flie hushes under 
water* It was n i)iiie forest on the eastern shore, 
with no iiiidcrhrusli. 

''This Itjoks like the right place/’ said Corn- 
wood, after he had directed the deck-hands to 
carry the bow fasts ashore and catch a turn around 
tile trees. Then he looked about hinij as it he was 
trvin£r to identify the pkiee* I wish I had tlie 


latitude/' he added* 

" ’W'e can give you that, for I have my inslni- 
ments in my room. I brought them because 1 
was ufiwid they might he stolen/' I repikd. 

I (n)! the instrmnents, and to<ik an ohscrvalion 
from the hurri<ane-deck of the steamer; and 
Whishhurn (igiirC'il it up. said tlio 

mate, wdien he had eomplete<i and verified his cal¬ 


culation. 
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itn, iilinost io ;i Jisiir sni^l (^orri- 

woikI, IjiiiLrhinij. stjctifjii line 2l runs 

Ilirouirli '^ritusvillc. lire in eiist se(‘tioii 

nii<l south section 2L We sire all and you 

may laud your nuiies.” 

He referred lo llio land scelious of the stale, of 
Avliieli I liad no kuowled<rt% Wc laid down the 
plauks, and got the tunics ashore, and tiicn the 
^vagons. It was only ten o'elot k, and wo w ishorl 
t() reach our deslinaliou hy noon. In a few min- 
ules^ onr hands, imdcr the dirci tion of the fulot, 


succeeded in harnessing tlie mules to tlic wagons, 
AVe [Hit six persons in each, with their bags an<l 
sptu’ling api>aratii8* All liands ^vallted to go with 
us, lull wc could not take any oi them, AVe had 
the same sand for roads as in the streets of Jack¬ 
sonville, Cornwood <lrovo one team, and I drove 
the other. Half a mile from the river, wc found 
a settler in a log house, who seemed lo Ijc greatly 
astonished at our sudden appearance, and insisted 
on Icnowing how wc got there. ^Vc told hitii, and 
in reply he informed us tliat the woods ’were full of 
game, and no sportsman had been that way for a year. 

reached our destination at noon. Titusville 
eonsistc<l of only a few liouscs; Imt the party 
were gladly taken in hy the settlers. 
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CHAPTER XXIX, 

A MV.STPlilOUa RJIOT, 


I XDIAX^ RIVER, Hull fax River, iMosquilo Lfi- 
goon, and liall'ii doKon rivcrs5, siniiids, lagoons, 
lakes, and inlets on the Allan!ie coast of Florida, 
are <iili'ercnt names for the same shallow IkkE of 
^vator, separated from llio main ocean by a imrrtMV 
strit") of san<l, uhicli extends north and soiilh for 
two Imndred miles. Jndian River extends from 
about twent^'-livG miles north of Titusville to the 
inlet, a distance of one hundred miles, IJnt Ihinaiia 
River and iMosquito Inlet are sciiarated fixan it 
onlv l>v .Merritt's Island, so that these bodies of 

*.• •k' 

Avater overlap each other. The water in llieso 
inlets is often not more tliaii tlnee feet deep, so 
that no large vessels can navigate them* 

A few years ago a company was formed, having 
for its purpose the deepening of the upper St* 
Johns as far as J.ake Washington, about forty 
miles KOnih of the point wlierc the IVctuini>ka Uiy, 
and cutting a canal across to Indian River, not 
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W“i^ 

whiili 


than ri^hl iiiilos. No jiro^ross^ however, 
t<i iinvc inacie in ilie (‘]]ter|n-is(.n 

foinu] lliivo eal-ri^ge(i hojits at TilusvilloT 
vve h:ul no (lillKnilly in in'oeunii^* I’lio 


lacliei^ would not allow ns to leave tlioin at the 


setllenienf^ though (’ornwood iiitiinaled that wc 
niiirVit h-'ive :i rough time of it. J\fi% (hirhrook, 
Cornwood, and myself served as skippers, and we 
were all tliorouglily aerjuainted willi the husTUCss. 
The h<jats were about llie ,size of llie Lakehird, in 
wlneli I had voyaged in the roughest weather of 
Lake St. Cliiir; and as we had only four persons 
in each lajat, wc were !U)t crowded. J, had Colonel 
Shepard, Mi\ mid Nliss Tilfany in the boat with 


]ne. 

Our first business was to obtain ti supjdy of 
bait, wliieh was easily procured with onr landing- 
iiets, and consisted of small mullet and other little 
Jish, which hail to be kept alive. The ladies were 
hi excellent spirits, and even Airs. Shepard, who 
ha<l been an invalid for years, enteixal ftdly into 
the spirit of the oceasiom ^Vlieu I lirst met this 
ladv in rortland, she was hardly aide to move 
without assistance; ljut latterly she seemed to 
need no aid from any one. She luul taken pa it in 
all our frolics and oxciu’^hms, and her appetite was 
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fCjunl to that of any person in the [)art\\ Htit no 
one eonUl he sii k in sinii a tlelleions elliiuite as lliis 
was, for wc spent: all our time in the 0[)eii air. 

Oar tishiniiT was to he done maiiilr liv trolliiiLf, 
ami as s(Jon as we had oiir l>ait, (odoiiel iSlie[>ard 
had a inidiel on one of his ai>}uoved squids, ^Ve 
had a six-knot hreeze, and 1 had to attend to the 
tiller. The hait was hardly in the wiitcr lx fore 
the Colonel heijan to Ui£r at Ids line. J save a lar^e 
fish hieak in the water, a hundred tbet from the 
boat, and cut up^’ in the most extraoixlinary 
manner. The ^^"ew Yorker la)>ored dili^^cntl^- for 
some time, and I lulled up the ))oat in onler ItJ 
lessen Ids labors; hut before he p:ot the tish near 
enouirh to cnaldc us to see what he was, the patent 
gear snapped, and away went the lisli. 

I had jirovided Mr. Tiilany with a line from 
Lake ^Superior, and he luid a lish on l>eibre tlie 
C'oloncl had Ihiislied Ids labors with the hist ojse. 


Tills lino was stroiiir eiioui^h to hold aiivtldim in 
the water, and the English gentleman, with my 
assistance, pulled hi a red fish , or spotted i;ass, 
wldeh weiglied fourteen pounds. 1 rigged a line 
for Miss ilarijie, and she soon Inoui^lit into the 
boat without help, wliieli she would not allow any 
one to give, a sea-trout, similar to the squeteaguo 



]h»\vn' soivni ; oit* 
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or wojikfish, hut noi llu; siUiiu tiling. In liic other 
[\wv AVtMii |]i(‘ ssniie liitk. 

1^pu:inLs ijfijflil uc hr^’uii lo |>ull in red ^luippm 
JVoiu six io Involve iioinids in ivrii^ht. Thov' jvrro 
porlVrt houulirS) venu]ii(jii <>l^ the l);u k, the rolor 
iirndindU" chniiirfiii^ to ijiiik on the belly. 

(lokniid was all worn out with his exertions* and 
Im WHS Had to exehani^c his line for the tiller (d 
Iho boat* and 1 took a hand in the cxeilin^ s]Kjrt, 
Ihit we were eatehiiiii’ more than we eouhl nse*an<l 
we lauded at a scttleTneiit railed Kau (iailie just 
heloi'c darlc* wfieix^ wc were glad to pass the nigljt. 

\\ c staved two days longer in this delightlul 
reiiion. Kverv time wc wont out tishing wc aver- 

9 

.■nn'd a hundred weight of fish to eaeli lino. o 
sent live hundied weight aemss tcj the \\ etumpka* 
on tioard of whieli we had tons of ice* to he ])iieked 
for thturc use, ddio Colonel was soriy leave 
such magniiicent tisliiiig, and (.)wen declared that 
he woidrl s[>end ;dl the wintei's of the rest of his 
life in tlie soiithorJi part of Floiitla. 

C)n Thursday inornirig we liarnessed uj> our 
mule toauis* and started aerass the land for the 
river. At the end of the week we were to tinish 
our trii> iu Florida* Init we wei-e to give two or 
three days to luinting in the vicinity of the point 
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where the .sienuier luv. On uur wnv h:i<*k IhrouL^h 

■.* "p' ' 

llie IhrcMt we: sa\v' game in iilHiiuhiiu'e. t)Ji our 
arrival the nmte:^ were j)ieke{i:(l in t!ie wotnls^ IVir 
we <li(l not like the iiiiisie of their stamp tug on the 
planks of the forward (leek. \Vv. rc:tehe(l tlie hojifc 
an hour hef<>rc dinner-time, and ( lopher had red 
snap|)er and spotted l>ass in a variety ()f styles for 
the meal. Jn the aftoi'iiooii the gentlemen took to 
the woods with their sporting gear, luit J remaiiual 
to eseort the ladies and protect tliein iVom radle- 
siiakes and moecasins, which tliey scorned to fear 

V 

every titiie tliey sot foot on shore, lint wc did 
not see a snake of atiy kind during tlie whole time 
we were on the waters of the ui)per St. dohns. 
At three oYlork I had the nudes harnessed to one 
of the wagons, and drove the ladies several niile.s 
into the forest; they wore delighted with the 
excursion. 

On my return, when tlie ladie.s had gone up Into 
the sahion, I w'eiit aft on tlie main deck to take a 
look at llie water, ddie steamer was moored vdtlj 
Iier head to the shore, so that lier stern was out in 
the river. I was afraid, as we had had no rain for 
some days, not even a shower, that the river would 
fall so as 1o endanger our getting ovtu'the shoal, 
two miles below, where ^ve had not had more than 
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uu Kirh io s|>;nv in ('orniti^ up. I iiioasiirod llifl 
di'S^tli v^lun'n 1 liatl iloiu! li (jvurv fijn' I liad iMHai 

u!i lM):ird .siiirc^ our arrival, and I idtiiKl it wan two 
l(iw(n\ I ratliur alariiiad, i'or I did not 


liko llto idea of s]lending several weeks in this 
exeel to. it as the 1 muting was, for I knew 
tliat the jiartv would soon tire it. 


While I stood at the stern thinking of it, I 
heard a noise wliidi I thought came from the 
inside of the ])addle-])ox, I listened for some lime 
hut did not hear it a^aiu, and I eoneludcd lliat a 
young alligator, or some other water animal, had 


crawled into the opening, 

1 started to return to the stairs which led froin 
the main deck forward to the spaec in front of the 
saloon, 1 was passing between tw'o piles of light- 
^vood on my way, ivhen I hctufl the report of a 
])istoi. A bullet whistled uneomforlalily neai' my 
head. 1 doift claim to be l)unet-proof, and I w'as 
startled hy tlie sound, and by the whiKzimi^ of the 
liall so near my he:id. T made up my mind on the 
instant that the shot was iiitended for me, and tliat 


my I lie w'as in actual danger, lliu^k and no[> were 
attending to the niulc.s on shore, and I saw^ no ono 
on the lower deck. 

i^loses Urickland and Ben Bowuiian w ere in tlieii 
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rooms, jhhI I them. 1 tohl them wlisit h:ul 

liJipiK'iiech Tlicv h:i^l heurt^ the shot ; hut some 
one Wiiri shooting iiljout ull the lime in tlm ^ iftnil v 
of tlie hoiit, iUiil tlioy iiaid no utleution in such 
sounds. \Ve searched every part of the louver 
deekj even oi>eniiig llie trap into the ])addk>])ox, 
made to alknv a vorkman to get in when repairs 
were imeossary, ^^"e eoukl lind no person* 

^'1 believe tins steamer is haunted, and I 
AvoLildii't sail in lier another month if you would 
give lier to me,” said Ren, who wiis not a highly- 
eduoated jierson, thoiigli he knew a steam-engine 
as well ns though he had been through college. 
'M iiavG lieard all sorts of noises by night and by 
dav,” 

What sort of noises, Ren?” I asked with 
interest, not that 1 was impressed with tiic idea 
that the Wetumpka was Ijauiited* 

"Well, footslcjis wliere m) person could be 
toiind,” replied the engineer, Xow, you say you 
have l>cen tired at, and no one on board could have 
done it.” 

" 1 doift believe glKJsis use tire-arms. Rend I 
adtletl, as 1 saw Coniwood come on the foinvard 
deck. 

lie had been huniiug with the sportsmen, to 
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Hmn u ilh his knon of tJio ^anic of (ho 

fount ry* J ho iM<uiKui1 lio sou' us ho ho si oiks! oft- 
Olid iiskod mo u hoi I ho mot tor wsis* As u t; liod 
lud oxhihiird to him t!io c‘v idonces I hot onvilhnj; 

H uT^ 

>vos I ho mo tier, I was ratJjor surj>nried uL the 
quostioiK 

" XoUliiip: is the niatlei% except that a shot was 
tired at me a little while 1 replied, os tlmugU 

it were ii matter of not iiiueli eoiisequencc, 

I tJiiiik you arc mistaken/' ho replied very 
prom[>tiy. 

^^IIow could T be niistoken when the ball whistled 

bv iiiv head?” 1 deinaudetL 
%■ 1 - 

" It iniufht not have he<ui within ten feet (tf vour 
“ ■ 

head, thouirh it sounded as thoufrh it were within 
a few inches. I shot a wild turkey as I came up, 
and I fired in the direction of the steamer. It oc¬ 
curred to me that the ball inialit have gone through 
liev, and I confess that I was very careless/’ re- 
jjlied CornwtxKh 

I think vou were, extmmelv careless/’ I added 

V ' "I* 

coMI V* 

" Ilut 1 am sure flie ball could not have gone 
within len Ibct of yoUj or! should have seen yt>ii/’ 
protester! iho guide. 

“Where is the turkey you shot?” asked IJcnj 


YACHT AOr^MCTKES IX FLOKIDA* 


301 


wl * appoared fo lun c sonic doubts in regard to 
tljG tnith of the storv. 

ij 

"i threw liini df)Wii an llic forecastle as I eanie 
on board/’ answered Ctn'invood. 


’We walked to that part of the steamer, and 
tlicre lay the wild turkey, ns handsome a Ihrd as I 
had ever seen. This evidence satistied me, tor a.s 
the Floridian ha<I never tailed to do aiivtiiiii”' he 

c* 

promised, or disappointed the parly in regard fo 
tisli and game, ho ^sas in high lav or with all on 
board, at least with those in tlie caliin* 


Colonel Sliepard and iMi% (Jarninghain have 
shot no end of deer and wild tiirkev, and Ihev 
Imve staeked the game ahont two miles IVoiii the 
landing,” continued the guide, "dl'hcv have more 

■vT • “ *•' 

than we could hring, and 1 volunfeered to come 
iqi for u mule loam/’ 

''Jhuk and Hop are taking care of tlie pair wo 
used tins afternoon; you can take the otliors/’ I 
replied* 

C\)rnwood went on .shore, and in a short time I 
saw him dri\ e down tlie shore into the wo<h1s* 

"Do you believe that story about the wild tiir- 

K- h.- 

key?”asked Ikni, when Cornwood liad gone ashore. 

"I see no reason to disbelieve it,” 1 implied, 
looking with interest at the engineer* 


DOWN ?iOU'riI 5 OR, 
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von? T ; nml I flidn^t ficlifivo 

* 

it wtuni lie t<ild it/’ re[)lied Tien, an he pointed 
wilh Ills jurk-lviiife iit n jilsit e hi the w1i<l turkey 
wliifh he hatl paitly di? 3 sccde(l* ^M)o yon seo 

tliat?” 

1 flo not SCO any tiling but Tdood and meat,” I 
answered. 

You <loi/t! Well, there is the ball tliat whis¬ 
tled within ten feet of yentr head when you were 

walking on the main dcck/^ 

l>en llowiiian applied his kiiifc-hlade to the 
turkey, and priixT out the hiillet, whkli hail lodged 
asrainst the breastbone. 

I took it in my hand. If his story was true, 
tliis was not the hall tliat passed near my head. 
Wo made another scareli for tlic man M'ho had 
fired at me, but wo looked in vain. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

SITOOTTNQ TX THE FOREST ANT> liEINO SHOT* 

EEORE supper-tiRiej the mule team came in 
y nitli a. load of game, Washburn had gone 
out Avith the sportsmen this time, for during my 
absence lie would not leave the steamer for a mo¬ 
ment, I coiiiiled seventeen deer, llie smallest 
Ivind I had ever seen, and twenty-one wild tur¬ 
keys. Tlie next day the sport was resumed, and 
I joined tlie party. At the suggestion of Cohaicl 
Shepard, we took a couple of landing-nets, though 
what for T could not imagine, Rut we liad not 
gone half ii mile before I discovered the use of 
them. . 

The v oods were full of young (juails, wliicli in 
file South arc called partridges, the latter taking 
the name of pheasants. These quails ran in flocks 
of a dozen or less, and with the landing-nets we 
could co\'er tlie whole brood. We galhered them 
up, and put them into a large basket, with a 
cover, which we had brought with us for the pur¬ 
pose. 


noi 


nmvx f^avru; ou, 


AVo wrni; rnile.s farllirr Honlli than tbo 

]’»:ir1y of jlu^ djiy In'Ton' hritl pine; cIikI llie slieol- 
iiiir WiiH iiliiiiiiljiiit iis f<i Ijo rnllier too riiin li of 
n Ihin^.'’ iuhjm wo iiad all we wanlt^d^ 

nnd it. KoonK'd 1o he wi(‘kofl to j^lioot ariv numt. 

4 ' 

'I he ,sporifsiii('ji i‘miii laitiMjirise lj;ul not heen up 
lar i\H tliis^ aiul the piujo liad hardly over hocn 
<listurl>o(l iu it.s liaunts. 

I was tired of the lieforc tlio otliers, and 1 
started baek for tlio luiikj team about eJevtui^ I 
Avas within two miles of tlie landinp as 1 jiidp-d, 
for wo had to estimate all onr distaneesj wlien J 
lieard the crack of a revolver or a rifle. At the 
same instant I felt a finrning sensation in fJie Ijack 
of the neck, 1 plaeed my hand uijon tlie place, 
and found that a ball had just graced it, i\fy 
liand was covered with blood when J removed it. 

1 expected another .shot won Id follow innnedi- 
ately, and I raised my gun, wliich was loaded with 
hall, and looked sihout me. I deemed it iJrudent 
to dodge liebind a magnolia, of \\[uch there was 
an oeeaslonal one in the birest. 1 eonld judere 
from the situation of the wouinl on niv neek from 

n ■ 

what direetioii the hail had eome. My iretlim^ 
l>eliind tliC tree had deranged the cahiilEitkais of 
the intended assassin. lie stood at a distance of 
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nnt nioro th\n sixty feet (vom me, ixiliiting a rille 
ton :inU me. 

It w!is Cirifliii Lec«Is, 

TIiculHi I eould liavc slud him, T In 

he killed ratlier tlciii to kilL Ihit liefore 1 (■ind<l 
do :i]iything, OT even consider wiiat to d<i, anotlKU’ 
aeter iip|ie:ircd on tlie stage. I saw (Jrillin J/Ceds 
look l>ehiiid liim once, as though he feaml an in- 
ten ii})tion, and doubtless lie heard the st(‘p of the 
third person. Until the sti'juiger was dose ii[)on 
the ot'tortJon, 1 had not seen hiim Tn tlie soft 
sand that formed the sod of tiie forest, one eon hi 
liar^lly hear the somnls of a]>[>rnaehing footstejis. 

The stranger steppe<l from behind a large f>ine” 
tree, and heforo 1 had reeovere<i from mv surprise 
at his ajrpearaoee, he fell npoii (iriflin Leeds, han¬ 
dling him with an ease that astoiiishe<l me. He 
lluiiir him on the sfronnd like an undean bird, and 
then pointed his own rille at Ids head. 

It was entirely safe for me under tlicse eiremn- 
stances to leave niy hiding-place, an<l I walked 
towards the scene of the last eiuounter. 1 ke[)t 
my gnu in ixjsition for use, though 1 was not at 
all inclined to tire ujxm a iiuman Ijeing. 1 ivon- 
<Ierc<l wli<> had thus interfere<l t<j save me from 
the hnllet of (iniiiu Leeds. Theji J wondered 
21 ) 
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lion' (Ji'illiii TjchhIs lisipjH'iRMl 1o br iii tbc woofU» 
iiiilrs jtljovc^ i\w Iir:id of onliiisn v iinvii^ntion, [ 
Hioii^ltl (if my ndunxl, ami plaf(‘<l my IijiikI ufion 
it. 11 n'as to ftml vory and ibo 

iikxid n:m still llonin^ vriT fivtsly from it. I 
Iimmd my haiidkyivliiof aroimfl my nctk, lait I 


fmmd it dillieiilt to <.‘ovcr tlio jilat'o. 

1 lino boon .shot iit tho tlsiv before. Wa.s it not 
])r<ibable tliaL the same ]>ersoii liad fired t>olh 
sliols? 'riien T llioimbt of tlio mdso I liad beard 
^vbiie I was measuring the depth of tbe river, 
d'liere was some lii<lin<f-pla('e in tlie after part of 
the ^Vetimipka wliieh we liad not yet diseovered. 
In that [dare Griliin Leeds bad been eoneealcfb 
perhaps from I lie time wo left \Vel:ika, on our 
tri]i np I lie Oekiawaiia.. d1iis .seemed fo me to he 
a salisfaetory solution of this [lart of tfic mystery. 
I was so well satisfied that I did not eare to hear 


any evidenee on tlie subject. T eoid<l m>1 have 
imderstofxl it any better if all the details had btaui 
irjvcu to me under oath. 

liut it w'as plain enouirh fo me that Ciiiffin 
Leeds could mit have existed in hLs bidiiiir-])lace 
for nearly two weeks, or even one, without tbe 
comiivanre of some tierson on board. Of course 
that pcl^s^m was t^ornwood. 
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^^'ho ^vns tlio 8tnin;^er that intorfcrod to save 
me? I e(iiulu<led he was some liuiiter, who lia<I 
lakeiif a liaml in the allair simjtty from tlic love ot‘ 

■ 

fair I walked t<nvanls liiin, and soon eaiiie 

near eiioiiyli to note liis appearance. Me woi\; a 
italic beard, and was dressed in a eoiuiiioii tnivel- 


liiil!: suit. 

h 

^UJet up, von villain!” said the stranger, as I 
ap])roaelie<L 

tirittin Leeds di<l not wait for a second com- 
inand, iait sprang to liis feet. lie looked at me, 
and lie saw tliat 1 had a iiun in inv hand* 1 aimed 
at hinn 

'fake your ban<l from your pocket! ” T called 
to Idin. 


fie did so; laif the stranger sprang upon him 
airain* I'litting Ills laind into the sidc^]>ockot ot 
his saek-eoat, he (hew from it a small revolver* 
Not satistied with this, he eontimied llie search, 
and took from anotlier pocket a knife like that the 
wrc'tch had attenijitod to use on lioard of the S3 I- 
vaida* Me was tlieu sati.'^tied that tlic fellow was 


entirdv disaruuHl. 

"1 am cxceedin^Iv obliiied to von for llie ser- 
vice vou liavc iendere<l me/’1 liegan. *^'i’lds is 
not tlie tirsL trouble I Jiuac had with tlds^-” 


somrrj oit, 


3118 

Xevor iniivd thiit, niy dwir Alickj” inforpfj&^tl 

iiiv (lolivoi’iT, 

■ 

IWloiX' I hsiii !in oj^iiorfunity to look at. liim 
ho hntl folclod rno in lii,s nniis an llioiu^h J 
wtov i\ little ^ii'l, instond of a Btrnp}>inir bo\\ 
wolf'll 5<iiie liiindred !ind fifty, i had tio i’ieo<l 
to icinjceturo nny longer who niy deliverer was. 
It niv father. 

I- 

"fhe tour.s rolled down his eiieeks, ns they did 
down mine wlien 1 saw them. Ihit he was iiardlv 

•k* 

ehnngiHl since I last saw^ liinn 1 ivas so happy at 
lliis leunioii that 1 forgot everything else. I dare 
sav we bolli iiKhdi^ed in e.xclariiations. AVliiie we 
weie using tliein, (iritliii Leeds began to move, off, 
J jxnnled my gun at him. 

(io to that magnolia, and stand on this side of 
it r and if you attempt to run away, I will sh<K>t 
you !'' J aikled ; but T doift thijik I meant half 
of it. 

d'he octoroon doggedly obeyed. I lookcMl at 
mv lather, whom T had su|>poscHl to be dead for 
iinmths of llie ]>enod that had soparakxl us. He 
had Ijcen to ihigland and to India since we j)arte<l. 
1 had roamed thousands of miles, Indieving all the 
time that I was earning my daily bread. 

" We meet at last ! ” exclaimed my father. '' I 
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find you in (Icjidly i>pril, ^md coiiic sd the moinent 

\vli(‘n I nniv tsave voii I ” 

*■ 1 

" I was shot !il heforo to-<hir ; and I ani afraid 1 

n 

have a (raitor on eilhor liancl whriTvev f ^o ; and 
I explained in as few Avonls as jvossihlo about Corn- 
wood and (Tridhi Leeds^ expressing my heliel that 
tlie. [>dol was the agent of (a plain Jioomshy* 

That old villai!! slid believes I am dead,re¬ 
plied my fathom ''1 went into liis saloon in daek- 
soiivillc, hut he did not know me. I talked 
about you ; and ho said von had a steamer that 
belonged to him, and he should have |}os.session 
of her in a couple of weeks* lie insist<'d that ho 
was vour ifiiardian. I did not undeeeive liim.” 

i 

\Vc had lietter walk hack to tlic steamer, 

father,"—how dear the name soundetl to me ■ 

^^What shall we do willi that fellowV” 1 pointed 

at (iriflin Leeds* 

Let him inarch ahead of us.” 

We stalled GrifHn Leeds, and folk)wed liiin 

liack to the river* On tlie wav I told mv father 

all that happened *since I came to Florida in 

March, including my susjjicions in regard to Corn- 

wood, and the evidence 1 had aij^ainst him* 

> 1 ^ 

"Don't tliiiik any more about him, or the wroNh 
uhead of us. 1 shall take cemmand of tins expo- 



:no 
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I 

31 iiuijor in I he I !u iny, 


kjNju' 1 lisivc! hceM 
s?iid iiiv (Ullii i\ 


I. 

W hy liithrt you write to me, thtlier? It is n 
loiii^ time siiiee 1 liviird ii word from you/' [ aske<l- 
I tlid not wi it(‘ to vou in JunuEiry l>eciiuse vou 

^ 4 . 

were nw:i\% and eoul<l not ^ret inv letters, I did 

^ d- 4* 


not. ^M-ite to you m Feirruitry, heenuse I e.\|;)eeted 


to see roll Fet'ore nnv letter eon Id reieli vou, 1 

■•If ^ 

ex I MU ted to he in Jti(‘ks()nvillc tlic List of Febni- 

iu v: hilt when 1 was lialf-wnv to New York the 
* « 

stt amer hrt>ke her slijift^ and had to return under 


.s:dl. It wius the 8th of 3-laivli when 1 sniltMl the 

stuMuid time from Liverpooh ^Vhen 1 got to 

diuksonville, T heard that yon had gone on a trip 

lip the river. I followed to PiLitloi, and was told 

tint you liad gone up the OckLnvalia. I took the 

next boat for that river, but seeing the Sylvania at 

"W'eLd^a, 1 made further inquiries, and learned 

that you had gone up the St. Johns* 1 followed 

vou till I found \'onr steamer* I saiv no one on 
« 

hoard that T knew, hut a man told me vou were 
in tlie woods hunting, and laid gone south of the 
landinif. 

■If 

J started to lind yon : and went along till I 
eame to that felloiv skulking tlirougli tiie n oods. 
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I !^uj>poKi‘(l lio w;ls U) join yimr urn] I 

foiliiwed 111 I IK I lu':ii d llio c rark of rilios in flin 
dislnnoo, silxuit tlic time [ iir,d sjiav lhal villain. I 
(‘oiu‘!u<lt‘d it wne. the liHni*f of Iht' Ininlors. Sud- 
(Inniv this insui raised his rifie and hied, I had 

n- 

not seen you 1 reform You know wliat liajijiened 
llieiK I have onlv fo sav, Aliek, that I Sjliall not 
let yon out cd' my sight again*” 

I hope yon vvoift, tafher.” 
i sent Hop Tossfortl wiUi tiie mules, or T did 
not c^are to leave iiiv tat her aij^ain. We. went on 

fc- 1 

l>oai'd of the Wetuinpka. I railed out Alose-s^ 
and Ikni, who knew my fattier, d'liey were glad 
to see him for niv sake, if not for tlieir own, 
Buek tied Oriilin Leeds to a stanehiou on the 
Meameiy for we had driveii him on board aliead of 
us* I ^viis more curious than ever to know uliore 
the gho.st ” that haunted the lower deck of the 
Y etuilipkii inid hecti eonecalcd* 

Vfhere did you bide ou board, Hritlhi?” I 

asked. 

i don't answer any questions/’ he replied, in 
a surly lone. 

'WII right,” i replied, and taking lUm with me, 
I Viont aft* 

The paddle-box: extended almost the whole 





!>mVN SHUT IU 

\vidlh of ; mikI nndri’ n pil^^ of rtiMkish, 

wliii-h hiid ovidoiitly hiTU phic^Ml tijt'n*. to roiirml 
il, u sis ;i Slid til', k'julini^ inlo llic lioM of tlio port 
twill lui:il. linifiiiiir tills, w(' fou]](l ii nialtn'.^s 
tVoni ouo of tlio Ik'HIis, n bLinkct, -iiid sonui 
(lislies. We hrid not thoii^lit of llie IiokU of the 
twin boEits ludVive, for there were two oijenin^s 
ne:ir the i^roEit irnnijwjiv into theTn. We h:i(l 
thrown liir]ilwoo<l down into them, iind tilled tlieni 
up. We hiid not therefore sipiposed it possilile 
for illu' one to iret into these holds. Here Gi'dlin 
J/Oods li;nl lived, and Cornwood had carricil him 
Ills meals, 

1 think that is the liest place for him,” sitid 
mv fitlicr, iifter lie had looked into the port liold. 

Send him hack aa^dn, an<l set a. watdi over iho 
man Goniwood/^ 

AVo went ti]> into the Sidoon after tliis had been 
doiun iiiul IMiss iMar^ic was deliglit<‘d to see my 
father. He was iuti'odmieil t(> the other ladies as 
.Sir I'ent (hirninghan]:. Al)ont one ifeloek, the 
hunters came in with a higher haul of piiiie than 
on the day he foie. They were just in time to 
escape a tixauendoiis ihimder-sliower, for the rain 
la'^nin to fail in torrents ahont the time thev en- 
lered the cabin, Owen was rather embarrassed 
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will'll lie suw iny fiitlior, wlio liowt'Ver cxtciidtid io 
liiiii a cov<lial £ri‘cetiiiir. Nothing wa^s Hai<l about 
tht^ ofcurnau'cs of I he past. 

Our liiimcr tliat day was eoiiiposed entirely of 
the tisli and game iirocnred l>y <Hir sportsiiiem 
We laid venison in various dishes, and roast tur¬ 
key of the tincst quality. While we were eating, 
the rain heat dtovu uii sheets uisoii the derk over 
our lieads. The lightning was terrilie, and we 
hoard it strike several times in tiie forest. For 
two hours it ]>oured, and tlicii the sun came out, 
and hrightened u[) the dripping f^eenc, 

1 foimd this ritle in the woods,” said Wa.sh- 
hurn, taking the piece from his state-room, where 
he iia<l }mt it when he eame in. 

" "I'hat was tlie one with which (Irihiii r^eeds 
tired at me,” 1 rt'plietk 1 hirgot all about it, 

and left it on the i^rouiuL Whose is il?” 

i ■ 

lie showed it to several, and at last fo (’orn- 
woock Tic hc.sitate<l^ hvA liiially Siiid it was his, 
and he had left it in tlie woods when ilie team 
eame. Inquiry proved that lie Irnl taken no rille 
with him. lie had no doubt lent it to (Irillin 


s. 


We vere to have staved at tliis landing one dav 
longer, hut when I told Owen and Colonel Shop- 
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ani tlinl tlie rivor liad lalloii two ioclius in 
riuninii^\ llitn' <Uh h wrnitd not s iib Itj 

rcniaiii anv llu' showrr must have* nilsrti 

tin- vwvr a litlk^; and il' we wont at once, we 
iiiinfhl ^el, over. I ordered tlic inule-s to l>e taken 
OJi l>oard; and as .soon iiss tliey and tlic wagxjns 
were sliip[)e<U I intimated to Corn wood that wo 
were ri‘a<Iv to resiiiiie t)nr trip* T{) luv Ms^touish- 
ment lie ))rotested against going, and deelared 
there would tie no difikailty ahovit the water. We 
ha<l no idea, he insisted, of the game iu tlie 
wood.s* 

" Cast oir the fasts! I slioiited to the doek- 
lamds, from my j^laoc on tlie .saloon dta k. 

(doriiwood looked in the direetiou of tlie woods, 
and seemed to lie great] v troui>led. ITc e\ id< nl!v 
thouglit hi.s agent was still in the wootls, aial J. 
was not dts}>osed t(j midceeive him. 1'he deek- 
hands lianled the fists on hoard, and the boat be¬ 
gan to drift down tlie river* A ery lelmfantly 
the j)ilof went to the wheel, and after s^nne ma- 
noaivring got the Wetumpka headed down the 
river. He still ke]vt one eye on the shore. 

Mv fdher had dressed inv wound a.s soon as we 
iTfit on hoard* It was not iniieli more than a 
tjerateli, tliougli it made my neck so still' for a 
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<‘i>iiplc i)f iluv^ [ uciuid hMiHlIy turn It. J find 

it hountl up, itiSfl just as tin' l^vtl \va.s ajjproa^/liiji^ 
tlic siiual |j|:u (.n ('(naiu'(s{}(I askt'd iiiu uiiai aik-d 
my imt'k. It was cit^ar rnouii’li that lin tl;d last 

i 

kiiow what had transpiivd in the wcjods. 

''Jn jKTordaiu'c^ with tli<3 plan yon arraiigtal uilli 
(^iptain Ikjoinsliv Ixddm vou caiiic on iioard ot' 
tlie Sylvania, I liavt^ htani shot/’ 1 rc'pliyd. 'Fho 
l>all, instead of i^oiiiir thronah iiiv head, oniv iria?;ed 
iny neek, Voiir man is a very laid shot.” 

" Mv man ! Who is my man?” deniandcsd (’orn- 

* k 

wood. IJul 1 saw that he was i>alc under the 
cl la ri>’e. 

"(iiiilin Lee<ls, of < ouvsc,” 1 ansvyen;;]. '' Ihit 

AT>n have iiia nailed it verv clnmsitw from I lie inoe- 
*.■ *• * ■ 

casiii down to the shootiiiL^ Vou ou^rlit to have 

ein[>loyed a man tlial could hit the side of a house 

at sixty feet,” 

L' 

"1 don‘1 undei’.slim<l ;^eisped ho. 

''Ves, you do, Ikil the pimc is up. 'fhe 
<>rentl(!nian who (‘ame to-day is my fatlunn and 
Captain Ikxnnsljy will up the chase as .soon 

as he .scie.s and knot's him.” 

am sure I don't know what v<jii are talkiiiir 
about.” 

" Then we woift talk any more,” I added, re- 
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tiring' fi'oTU I ho pilol^hduso after tlie IkkiI had 
]>assed over lln^ ih>uhH\il slu^al, wliii'li the rail) had 
nnalered harnilesf^. 

At Hoviai in the evnaiin”; wo reaehcd Knterpri^o, 
where we reiuained oveniijiht. At da\'lif^lit llio 
inorninir, ludbre aiiy ot otir pafiseiigerss were 
slirriiiij, we .started down the river airaiiw At two 

i*' ’t 

in the afternoon we were al(m<2;side the Svivania* 
A\"e merely put AVashlairn, l>en Bowman, Landy 
IVrkins, and Hop "rosslbrd on hoard uf lier, to 
run her down io Jaeksonvilie, and kejd on our 
wav\ But it was midnii^ht wlieu we made tlio 
wharf of tiie eouipany that owne<l the Wetunipka, 
Kxeept those in eliarj^o of tlie steamer, all \vere 
asleep. About daylight, the Sylvania aiK^horeil in 
tlie berth s!ie had oeeu(iiefl lad'orc. 

Our iish aiul <ranie w hieh liad been kept in the 
extra iee-house were in exeellcnt eoiuliliun, I sent 
mv sliare to tlie Oarltoii Hotel, ’whose proi)ri(^tors 

I 

hud hceii polilo lo me. I 1 i:h 1 liiiiulod (iriflln 
Leeds (»ver to the |)()liee on our iinival. On 
^MoikImv nioniinif we were ;dl haek iigiiin on liourd 
of the Svlviiniii, and were jjlad enough of tlie 

•I 'i. . _ 

eliam^e into her, lUit w’e had liad a ma^rnitieent 
time up the river; all hands were salistied, and 
readv for another ernise. 
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Monday was tlio iirst day ivf Aprils and Owen 
eaiiie on board to settle liis aeeoiints. He insisted 
iijHin })iiyiniir riie .seven Inuidred dciliars for llie 
iiKiiitli ; bnl iiiy father resented th(^ pro[)ositioin 
Ho allowed me t{) lake the anioimi 1 had 1 ‘eeeivetl 
the inonlli before, aiid no inorcn 

" ()wetn vou have ]»cliaved very barllyd' said iny 
fat lie r .seriously, 

I know 1 liave. lUK'le ; )>ut I have rei>cni1etl it, 
and I iiope you will forixive mod' rei>lied Owein 
d’he nohloness of Alit'k eoiiqiiered me, and I am 
a better fellow than I ever was Indore in my lited^ 
*' I liavc heard wliat Alitdv lias to say about it ; 
and so far as the jvast is cont'orned, 1 iHady for^^ivo 
yon for his sake/ added my father, 

"] was led away by M:\ Harrington,” jdeaded 
Owen, 

\o man !ias anv riu'bt to bo led a wav hv an- 

■ - B . k •kf 

other. It is Ihe devdl in his own heart that leads 
him away, and not another man, Owen, you 
niatle a eontraet with mv son when he thouufht ho 
had nothinir in the world hut this steamer,” 

i . 

" I did ; and I have [)aid all I agrtxal to pay,” 
'HAml Inmn extremely liberaU fatlierd' I a<ld<‘d, 

'' I liiid rm fault ; Init I annul the coutnu td' ?^aid 

niv' father. 'HMv son shall he hi in) one’s cnii>Ioy, 

1 . 

not men in j’onrs, Owen,” 


i>n\vx south; on, 

" 1 xshuiiltl he ^l:id to eoiniiuio the Mioiiig^<‘inent 
t(» llie end of lire yetri'd* rej>lied Owen. 

"Xtr; Aliek eaii where he plen.scs with Iris 
ysK'ht from tliis day. He may invite whom Ire 
pl{M.->e?> to go with him. Ihit lie shall ire imdei^ 
aohody's authorily hut mined’ 

I was as mtieh astonislicd at the decision of my 
latlier as O^veii eoiiUl he ; hut J said nothing, and 
luv eonsin soon went on shore, tVu' he was stiivhn^ 
at the lionse tjf C olonel t^ht'pard. We had landed 
the (iarliro<iks at. (ii'een (\)ve Stirings, wlrere llreir 
vai'ht w'as wailing for thoim 

•V “ 

On Tnes<lay eanic tlie trial of Orifhn Leeds. 
C’oiaiwood's (leieneo was weakand he seemed to 
have no [rhit-k. His eheiit waseonva ted fd'as.Kault 
with a daiig<n’ous weajjon, and .seiiteiiced to tivo 
years ; aird I suppose he is now serving m some 
eonviit gang. CIrloc found a iHmnanent ydaco 
with the Hhe[)ards. ('ornwood left fir St. Airgns- 
line as soon as tlio trial of fhithn Leeds was 
iinished. iMy fitlier and I ealled at the saloon of 
(’aidain Looiiisfiy, merely to satisfy him that 1 
was not an orphan, and tliat it wouhl lie useless 
for him to entei‘ into any more coiispiraeies. I 
paid (\>rnwoo<l one hundred and lifly dollars: and 
J don't know what lire eaptahi paid him, hut 1 
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think uotliiij^* If lie liiid oht]>o.S8C^sion cf 
the ^^ylvniii;i» he iiave (‘ollertcd a lieavv" fee. 

As a pilot and ^aii<le ho \vai> a ^neater HiKaOf>b than 

as a lawver. 

■" 

^fy stoi'y ii, t(>]d, so tar as Florida is ooiK‘erne<l, 
for the iirosonty tlioiigh 1 did not hoiiove I sh<m\il 
ho aide to jiass Indian l^iver Inlet wit la nit ruiiniia^' 
in aial oatohing a few of those rrdlish. Witli iiiy 
nowly^aoqnirod liherly I was eonsiderinir where to 
po noxtj and wlioin lo invite to go with me. My 
lather s[K‘nt imieh of Ids time with tlio Tlcm. Mr* 
d’ilian v, at the (_'arlt<ai, where I was ghid to meet 
Miss iMar^ie as ofteii, at least, as oiiee a tlay. 

The i'liture was still an open ([ueslioip tlion^di ] 
liked iiiv eousio Owem so ^vclI that 1 <h<l not wish 
to think ot jjarting" with him* 1 was eertainiv in'* 
(Ichlca to him for the pie asnro of liehiir Doww 
t^ouIlF' dnrimv the winter, and t!io mannilicamt 
time I had enjoyed during our" Yacht Advontuivi 
in Florida.” 



♦a 












